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amend the heart in improving the mind: 
Such appears to be the truly moral de- 


— 
* Ae 
| FP” g aha cath TW” 


| own ſex and country, hath given the 


molt convincing proofy of the powerful 
and pleaſing efficacy of the united efforts | 


£ 


A ſenſe and ſenſibiit ). 

Preceded by the writings of two woch 
maſters as Richardſon and Rouſſeau, theſe 
Letters of Madam Elie de Beaumont will 


indeed lie under all the diſadvantages of 


a partial compariſon and imputed imita- 


tion If they do not poſſeſs, however, 
all that ſpitit and vivacity we meet wih 

in Cariſſs, or equal the nerve and pathos 
we ſind in Eleiſa, they are, on the other 
hand, neither ſo minute and trivial in 


their deſcription, nor ſo, prolix and te- 


dious in the narration. With regard to 


conſtruction of fable, probability of fact, 
and propriety of character, this work is 
* leſs ar than either of the 

aqmited 


3 Cx 
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_ 05 


ien almoſt: peculiar to writers of her 15 


PREFACE” 


admired pieces abovementioned. Ah 
in point of ſtyle and compoſition, theſe 


Letters are held, by good Judges, to be 


equal, if not ſuperior, to both. © 
The allowed merit of this performance, 


therefore, will be a ſulicent apology fue 


the Tranſlator's attempt to render it into 
Engliſh. As he does not flatter himſelf, 
however, that he hath always ſucceeded 
in transfuſing the eaſe and elegance of 
the original into the tranſlation, he hath 
only to hope, that he hath done the fair 


Author as little injuſtice as the nature f 
the caſe would admit. He muſt beg leave, 


nevertheleſs, to except from this inſinua- 
tion, ſeveral of the Letters in the firſt 
Volume; with the tranſlation of which 
he was obligingly favoured, from the 


elegant and maſterly pen of the Tzans- | 


LATOR or ELOISA. 
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From the Cunteſe de dart dever to the Marquis 
ak. de Roſelle; i) vie; hr 


565d on 151 1940 Tory Paris, Nou. 16. 
NIT ED by: chat tender friendſhip, 
which you; my dear brother, a6 


bc 1 
PEE eſſential to our happineſs; your 
| SI nap mes nn that the leaſt 
coldneſs or indifference cannot fail to give 
me the moſt mortifying uneaſineſs. I ſhall 


endeavour, therefore, not to expoſe myſelſ to 
ſuch an event. Lou know the ſentiments of 
with 


my heart, and I am too well 


yours, to think I ſhall commit any act 


| IIY'OL; I. B | indiſ- 


, 


08 ELLE. 


— ww 


LETTER dee 


3 in-conjuring you to explain o 
- nagtives of your late behaviour. | 
Nou have quitted the apartments I "4 . 
for. you, near my own; you are gone to 
lodge at à diſtant part of the towp, I ſee you 
nat ſo often as I uſed to do; I ktipw not— 
but I fear—I am alarmed, perhaps without a 
reaſon—l wiſh I may be ſo happy as to find 
my apprehenſions groundleſs. Are your af 
ſectiohs, my dear brother, ? 
Satisfy my heart in this particular z that 
heart which you have at all times found ſo 
tender and affectionate. Perhaps the ad- 
vice, I took the liberty to give you, was 
diſpleaſing. But, reſlect that. I am your 
ſiſter; nay, that I am more than a ſiſter; you 
have neither father nor mother to direct 
y, and are juſt enteted into liſe. The 
Lorps, to Which you now belong, will ne⸗ 
deſſurily bring you [acquainted with a num- 
| der of young people, who will influence you 
to partake of their pleaſures, and of the 

dangerous conſequences attending them. 
A young man, who, at the age of twenty 
years, finds himſelf, like you, his own maſter, 
precipitated into the vortex of the world, and 
its allurements, ſtands in need of advice: 
He need neither bluſh to receive nor to aſk 


* (tt | 41 8 4:49 to 
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of 


warm and violent; the 15 25 


her? I have ſpoken to you on the ſubject of 


LB 1 1 


it. Is it you to have 1 
Friends? rl nd ot 


at your age; The attachmen 


however, are the more prudential. Tot 
my dear brother, have but one friend;” 

tender, a ſincere friend; one that hath had 
more experience than” yourſelf, and merits 
your utmoſt regard: And can you neglect 


marriage; perhaps the propoſal was diſ- 
pleaſing? But I did-not-pretend to lay you 


under any reſtraint: Real n and 
true friendſhip are never imp 


propoſe, but exact nothing 
was ſpeaking. to you of 3n konourible 5 
advantageous eſtabliſhment : 1 * own 


you, 1 mould be glad to ſee you married. 
You. owe that duty to your name agd 


family; your heart is honeſt and ſuſceptible : : 
You cannot fail, therefore, of being ing happy 
in ſuch a connection with an amiable and 
deſerving woman. In ſaying. this, my dear 
brother, I you as my ſon; will you 
not forgive my folicitude? I have heſitated 
long about writing; as 1 ſhould have rather 
choſen to come to a perſonal explanation 
with you « an the ſubject. But this, I per- 

B 2 ceived, 
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_ fk. you { {ud | joully: = OS  Anſrer.me . 
then freely ; open to me your whole, heart, 
A friend, a brother, 2 ſan; reſting aſſured 
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Winner.“ my dear ſiſter, theſe ſtrange 

ſuſpicions? Is it poſſible you can 
doubt of being infinitely dear to me! Enter- 
tain not, I conjure you, ſo injurious an idea 
f me. 1 love, I eſteem, I could moſt ſay 
revete you, but that term might poſſibly 
diſpleaſe. The tenderneſs of your friend- 
ſhip, and that intereſt which you take in 
all my concerns, deſerve the utmoſt ac- 
_knowledgment : But do not, my dear ſiſter, 
be either afflicted or ſurprized that I ſee 
vou not ſo often. as I could wiſh, The 
connections which I have formed, by en- 
tering on my new ſituation, keep me from 
you. in ſpite of myſelf. Your advice, how- 
ever excellent | with regard to morals in 
general, 


T 
general, is nat alone ſuffigient to regulate 
my preſent conduct. An acquaintance with 
men, converſant with mankind, is now be- 
come neceſſary; Permit me, therefore, ta 
cultivate the friendſhip of ſuch as may guide 
me in the world, on which I have entered. 
The moſt — the moſt virtuous prinei- 
ples are no ſecurity againſt the ſhafts of ridi- 
eule. You forgive every thing but vice; the 
World forgives every thing but what is ridi- 0 
culous. The company you keep is re- 
ſpectable, but too reſeryed; you live, if. 
may ſo expreſs myſelf, in Ly family- way, 
with a few friends, Wh "have nothing co 
recommend themſelves” but their virtues, I. 
hold them, J confeſs; in great effeem ; but 
their ſociety i is by no means ſufficient for me, 
I am now in the world, and muſt neceſſarily. 
ſee the world. I am obliged to you for the 
propoſition of marriage; but T beg of you to 
preſs me no farther on that head. The more 
reſpe&able ſuch a connection appears to me, 
the more fearful am I to engage in it. I. 
am, indeed, ſo very young, that you would 
render both me and the woman I ſhould | 
marry unhappy. I muſt love, before I think 
of matriage. And we cannot love where or 
whom: we will. 


& *h IE Adieu, 


6:. n 
"Alu, my dear ſiſter, be affured of ay 
er friendſhip; nor entertain the le 
ſalpicion that its ardour can abate: F. 1 4 


| ny involittaty' abſehice; and, T again con- 
Jute you, BY to me 10 _ of marriage. | 


OOO TOE 
From 11 _ Saint-Sever © Modan de 
| . Narton, 43” nnd, | 
ky Paris, Nov. - 1 
1 8 65 filent'n no longer, my dear friend; 1 
Pe have at length written to niy brother. 
The incloſed i is his anſwer. You will ſee it 
is.nolite. | it is friendly, but not kind and 
— * He gives me reaſons, but they are 
not ſatisfactory. My people have diſcovered 
that he has formed ſome private connections, 
_ as I have Trab informed you. This pri- 
| vacy, my friend, proclaims: him guilty. He 
pretends to be defirous of ſeeing the world. 
To this I conſent: But it is with me he 
ſhould live. Good God ! how much uneaſi- 
neſs doth he give me ! Oh ! that I could but 
recall thoſe happy days; when, at the age of 
childhood and innocence, he had no other 
confident than me You know, my dear, how . 
much he deſerves to be loyed. Add to this, that 
Nas * | he 


Wk TBA II. , = 
he is at preſent the only hope of varifamily. 
He had never the opportunity of profiting 
by the example of a father, who was ſo cal 
taken off, at the head of his regiment, in Italy, 
that I myſelf can hardly remember him. My 
duying mother, you know, recommended 
this fon; "the dear objoR' es ber nden 
affections, to my care. Be to him, ſaid ſhe, 
both father and mother to this end I de- 
liver bim into the hands of you and your. 
huſband, Be both of you careful to direct 
him in his youth. He will be ſuſceptible of 
violent paſſions z endeavour to preſerve him 
from their attendant . evils.” Theſe, the 
| laſt words of a reſpectable and tenderly be- 
loved mother, are written as a law in my 
heart, from which I will never fwerve-- 1 
feel a double ſatisfaction, therefore, in re- 
flecting, that I am obeying a mother in being 
watchful over the happineſs of her ſon. A 
preſent, however, this reflection increaſes | 
my apprehenſions and diſquietude. The only 
certain method to prevent the evils I dread, 
would be an and advantageous 
marriage; for which reaſon I never loſe {tight 
of this project. I have a mind to bring him 
acquainted with the Miſſes de St. Albin; the 


W eee be a proper match for him: 
v4 „ 


5 * LET T K R W 
e I: fo:grea fear thoſe ſecret gon 
ont, of Which I was ſpeaking to n. 
e eee eee 
8 of abandoned characters; he hath a due 
ſeiſe of his on Honour; but he may be im- 
pPoſed on: And you know the fallacious 
principles of moſt young men, who think it 
no diſhonour to keep company with the vileſt 
and moſt abandoned of women; conceiving 
that, if they are not ſeen with them in public, 
they are permitted to viſit them familiariy in 
private; no inference, however, can be 
more abſurd: But ſuch e are the 

mum elkoct of vice. 1: rib 1 
After all, ought I to ſearch. wy farther 
into what my brother is defirous to keep 
from me ? or ought I rather to truſt him to 
Himſelf, by giving into a dangerous or falſe 
ſecurity? 1 expect from your friendſhip and 
8 „ In your: advice on this 1 * 


e N12 f 4. | in nt Pare, *) > ' 
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| | ür r Darren 
. ir r E R IV. 155 
_ From Mal) de Narton to Madan de Saint 
; wy ;Þ Mo x perten * 3:54 
381 405 Ni a Haris, Nov. 20. 
1 made es, into all your 
goes, and partake of your ſoli- 


"Ie. & eitude. 


4 


but be not affrighted.¶ Nou are not to flatter 
 yourlelf, that your brother is to give into 
none of the follies of his age. It is hardly 
poſſible. not to be ſeduced hy ſuch a. multi- 
plicity of bad examples. It is in vain alſo 
that your prudence is offended at every thing, 
which does not ſquare,; the purity of 
your own intentions. He be wild, but 
his heart is honeſt, and will time reform 


him, Vou have hitherto kept him always 


under your eye; but he is now no lo 
child, nor ſhould be treated as uch. Be 


watchful over his conduct; but ſeem to truſt 


him with it entirely himſelf. Your brother is 


now in the world; which is to him ag a new 


and ſtrange country, where he will naturally 
be ſurprized at every thing. The world pre- 
ſents a very enchanting proſpect to a perſon 


of bis age. He will doubtleſs be hurried 


away with the torrent, and lead at firſt a life 
of. diffipation ; he will form intrigues,; in- 
dulge his paſſions, and fall into ſome etrors ; 


, Der however, from the goodneſs. of his 
under- 


- SjETTERTIY Ag 
citude. I, muſt confeſs, that ait of myſtery, 
which I diſcover in your , brother's. letter, 
the right: When people ſecrete themſelxes, 
it is not without cauſe, Be fearful, howevem 155 


1 


Dip... - EER 10 
underſfanding, his natural diſpoſition," his 
education, and your prudence, that he will 
; not proceed ſo fut as to fall into vices ; ot 
at leaſt, if he ſhould, that he will ſgon for- 


fake them: the feeds of virtue have taken too 


deep root in his heart ta permit him to do 
otherwiſe. When once young men have ac- 
quired a taſte for the world and its pleaſures, 
nothing but experience can undeceive them; 
rudential remonſtrances, unleſs very art· 
fully diſguiſed indeed, are ineffectual, with- 
out experience. Nay; there are innumerable 
truths which they are not even in a ſituation 
to comprehend. With regard to the Mar- 
Juis, I will yet do my beſt. Here, indeed, I 
feldom fee him; but I ſhall know what he is 
about from Mr. de Ferval, who is frequently 
a party in his pleaſures, Be not alarmed too 
my but compdſe yourſelf, my dear Coun- 
F hope ſhortly to be able to ſend you 
— of him. In the mean time, endeavour 
to draw him to your houſe, by ſome agree- 
able amuſement. Innocent pleaſures are the 
only means to create in him a diſguſt againſt 
the contrary. Let all your tenderneſs be 
diſplayed- in your endeavours to divert and 
entertain him; giving it, at the ſame time, 


an er confidence i in his diſcretion, Expreſs 
always 
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always reſpe& and eſtem for him; This is 
x very good way to prevent ingenuous minds 
from ſuch actions as may render them un- 
worthy of them, Never be importunate, K 
or bettay a troubleſome curioſity, about his 
conduct; affecting ever to be ignorant, and 
. as indifferent about Knowing what he chuſts 
to conceal. This piece of addrefs is very 
neceſſary in the management of young pev-' 
ple; who cannot bear the thoughts of con- * 
ſtraint and dependence, nor any thing which 
hath that appearance. Their ruling paſſions 
are for liberty and diverſions. Obliging re- 
lations ſhould ſeem therefore to indulge them, 
by 3 to their gratification; 4 
complacence which confirms their power, Xo * 
and can never be hurtful. How great, indeed, 
is our power over thoſe by whom we are 
beloved ! Your brother loves you, and I am 
almoſt affured, from his character and diſpoſi- 
tion, that it is not wildneſs, or the mere defire 
of liberty, which makes him abſent himſelf. 
It is upon this circumſtance that my hopes, 
and indeed my ſuſpicions too, ate founded. 
If it mould be a love-affair, you will 
ſoon perceive it; as, if he be deeply affected, 
he will endeavour for ſome time to hide his 
affeQion ; lovers delight in fecrecy; you” 
6 pi will 
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will obſerve him abſent, -muſing, a diſturby 
ed. If the object be worthy of bim, be will 
not be long before he acquaints you with the 
ſituation of his heart. He will be deſirous 
of imparting to you. his ſentiments ; vou 
will become his. confidante, and be more 
ardently beloved by him than ever. .- 5 

If, on the other hand, he ſhould have un- 


| happily attached himſelf to a deſpicable ob- 
ject, he will make uſe of every. opportunity 


to withdraw himſelf, and to excuſe his ab- 
ſence, He will be ſo far from ſeeking, that 


he will, on all occaſions, ſhun your company. 
In ſuch a caſe, my. dear, the greateſt care 
| ſhould be taken, to conceal thoſe cautionary 


meaſures which would be. neceſſary to his 
ſafety. But this ſuppoſition is perhaps ground- 


leſs ; do not, therefore, too readily give into 


it. I am ſo nearly intereſted in what affects 


you, that my imagination ſuggeſts the worſt. 
that may happen. 


I think you would do well to. * your 
advice, at leaſt, till the Marquis may aſk it, 
The leaſt evil it can be productive of, when 
given unaſked, is that of being troubleſome 
to the receiver; and then it is always 
uſeleſs. Vour advice, indeed, may become 
dangerous 3, as it may occaſion che Marquis 

| 5 
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EX: 2 


to keep! himſelf.; at a il greater r diſtance f 
you; he will be apt to regard your 1 
as Liens and leſlons are ever diſpleaſin | 


Add to this, that nothing i is more to 


dreaded, then the inſtilling a! habjt of hearing 
good adyice wi 
with an actual! intention of not following i I 


thout, Pay in It attention; ; x 
t 


or, "what i. is All worle, . with a deſign. to 


elude its force, or to pervert it to the con- 


firmation of one's intereſt or inclinations. 
This, my dear, is always the caſe with 
young people. agitated by warm paſſions, 
whoſe indiſcreet relations are peltering them 
with advice, at times when they are not Capa- 
ble of likening to it, and ſtill much lefs to 
purſue it : We ſhould not be prodigal of the 
15 8 but reſerve it for critical and deci- 
ſive occaſions, when it ſhould be repreſented 
in all its force; by which means, it is ſome- 
times productive of the greateſt effects. 
1 5 alſo by no means adviſe you to 


ſpeak to your brother of marriage; you hear 


what he "lays to you an that ſubject. His 
reluctance does not at all ſurprize me; ; it is 


the conſequence of his taſte for indepen- 


 dency, . Almoſt all young people think as he 

does; all their virtuous relations ought to 

think as you do, Your deſign is rational; 
but 


# 
N 


N a 4 At a>. _— Y ** 14. . 4 \ : TIO 8 — . e 
* 4a * 7 " a 3 . * 1 . 2 1 e 4 TOTP 7 * 4 — * 11 G y "Fx T 
A „ 2 93 q PF * 1 7 
y PF a YT, 1 4 : \ - TY 7 EIS 0 
o 4 * * « \ 
. Sa * — - 


F\ FY | a 
. & 
' 3 
fl 0 


u: 


At 


aJcſt of it, and all is loſt. Be particularly 


Careful to preſerye the ingenuouſneſs and can- 


ave him 


fear you 
: 5 
occaſion 


into which an indiſcreet 2 _—. 
$5.0. many young peogle. 


5 


Conſtraint, I ſay again, gives riſe to diffi- 


: 


mulation, and this to that degree of falſhood, 
5 | Es "ROE 


- iETFEBIL ns 
which neceſſarily brings with it a nn, 
of ſpirit, that excludes all hope. 
Such, my dear Qounteſs, are the refle@- 
jons which your preſent circumſtances haye 
occaſioned. . Weigh them. I only point out 
to you that path I ſhould purſue, were I in 
your ſituation. Depend on my affiduity. 
My young friend may poſſibly ſerve us. 
Adieu, my dear ; pen gn ho ror ues 
ARG. | | 
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Bron Mad: de Keane Sener v Madam de 


Narton. 
Paris, Nev. 24. 
_ juſineſs of your reflections, my 
kind friend, has corretted mine. I 
perceived the neceſſity of procuring, amuſe- 
ments for my brother; but you have diſ- 
played the danger of my giving him counſel. 


* 


+4 £4 ro r n 1 


I acquieſce, and, however difficult, will, for 


the future, with- hold my advice. I have in- 


deed already begun. He came to lee me to- 


day; when I perceived him muſing, penfwe, 
and under ſome conſtraint. On my part, I 
expreſſed all that pleaſure I felt in ſeeing 
him; by which he accordingly ſeemed af - 

feed, 


9 
1 
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felted; 1 then invited him'to be aide 7 
the day after tomorrow; which he promi= 
ſed wilh a'tolerable good grace. After which 
promiſe, T.ſent and made ſure of Madam de 
15 Albin and her two daughters. I have 

ng projected this interview; you” know 
ery young ladies; they have beauty, and 
are juſt come out of à convent, where they 
have received the beſt education; their mo- 
deſty is equal to their accompliſhments; their 
mother hath ſpared nothing to render them 
amiable ; they are very rich, and their family 
is of diſtinction; in ſhott, I conceive the par- 


ties excellent for a match. I ſhall be ex- 


tremely rejoiced, my dear, if my brother could 


make choice of the elder. I intend to — 
or 


our ſupper the air of an entertainment: 


vrhich reaſon, I have invited ſeveral agreeable 
friends, and ſome young perſons of wit. I 


deſign alſo to prevail on the two miſſes de 
St. Albin to ſing. After ſupper I purpoſe 


farther to give a little ball; in a word, I 


ſhall neglect nothing that may contribute to 


our diverſions. I will give you an account of 


the effects of my preparations and deſign. 
My huſband, indeed, turns the whole into 
raillery. He does not believe either of the 
young Ladies will pleaſe my brother, becauſe 

| they 


3 
Cw 1 
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EN vi 17 
they have a ſtiff and reſetved alt. * 
wu} however, I think their deportment the 
ſame as that of other young people well 
eee eee ov | 
Adieu, my dear friend? If you need any 
aſſurance of my friendſhip, you may judge 
of it by the confidence I place in you. 
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ow Madam de Saint-Sever 0 AA do 
; Narton, _ 


| Paris, Nov. * 
M*. brother hath by no means ſeconded 

my hopes; his politeneſs could not 
conceal his uneaſineſs. Both ſupper and 
ball were paſſed formally through with a 
gloomy indifference; though we did not 
break up till four in the morning. I exerted 
myſelf as much as poſſible to diffuſe an air 
of chearfulneſs and feſtivity.; but to no pur- 
poſe; 1 could not ſucceed... Alas ! I fear 
your ſuſpicions are but too well founded. 
People are not diſguſted and tired with inno- 
cent and decent recreations, who' are not 
unhappy enough to be acquainted with others. 
I was myſelf very much chagrined, but 
Vor. I. Cc diſſembled 
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2. ſo well that he did not perceive it, 
y deſign is to continue to act in the ſame 
manner; without being diſequraged, I will 
endeayour to inſtruct and ſerve him without 
him under any reſtraint, - This, my 

r friend, is all I can ſay to you till ] 
recover of the fatigue of this ball. Adieu, 


and believe I love you ſincerely. 


"ov A, 7, 


n 


LETTER VII. 
A Modan de Narton to Madam de Saint: 
- heyer, : 
"ie Paris, Nov. 28, | 
you ought not, my dear Counteſs, to 
be either diſcouraged or ſurprized. 1 
foreſaw, with Mr. de Saint-Sever, what 
would be the effect of your ſupper ſcheme. - 
It is true, the Miſles de St. Albin are pretty, 
and have received what is called the beſt 
education. But, my dear, they are not at 
all proper for your brother. They do not 
ſuit my taſte, nor reconcile me to the 
method uſually taken to form our youn 
ladies. If I were to educate a daughter, 5 
would take a very different one. It is not by 


means of thoſe dry and formal precepts, thoſe 


. 9d extravagant notions inculcated in 


convents, 


convents, that a young woman s 1 
prepared to make a proper figure in life, a 
to diſcharge the duties of à wiſe and mother. 
But, be this as it may, I cannot believe the = 
Marquis could love, nch leſs for a cone 
' tancy, à woman with ſo much formality 
Mr. de Ferval hath here intexrupted me» 
O! my dear friend, it is as I ſuggeſted 
we have need of courage and vigilance; with 
theſe we may deliver your brother from all 
dangers, An evil is not great when it is 
known: We may then apply a proper re- 
medy. The Marquis is hurried away by 
the cuſtom of the multitude ; it is our buſt- 
neſs to ſtop him. The world endeavour to 
make. a young man of twenty, bluſh at 
being prudent z they: perſuade him it is ridi- 
culous to have no intrigues, and thus oblige 
him, with or without inclination, to engage 
in them, ” 2 ther 
It is the faſhion to keep opera women. 
They are eaſy of acceſs and ſeduQive; ſo 
that what might only proye an air of faſhion, 
a piece of gallantry, in perſons accuſtomed 
to intrigues, may be productive of a real 
paſſion in a raw and unexperienced youth. 
It is true theſe creatures are, for the moſt 


C 2 part, 


* l er 1 


* too deſpicable, for us to fear their 
being long able to deceive ingenuous minds. 
Tove either elevates or debaſes the ſoul, ac- 
Eording to the object which inſpires it. 
Your Arbeit will ſoon be aſhamed of his 
paſſion, will firive againſt it, and we will 
affiſt him entirely to overcome it. Be not 
terrified, my dear Counteſs, we have alrea- _ 
dy a method to open his eyes with regard to 
his favourite Leonora. For ſuch is the-hame 
of his miſtreſs, à finger at the operas. * 
ceſtvely pretty, and extremely artfül. 

The behaviour of this woman ſufficiently 
Iiidicites the dangetous nature of her deſigns. 
She certainly practiſes the arts of coyneſs 
and ſeverity, in order to ſecure the Mar- 
Guigs affections. All her other lovers are 
diſmiſſed, except one M. de la Roche, a 
rich old financier, who doats on her pre- 
poſterouſly, and has his reaſons for keeping 
his connections with her a ſecret. There is 
great cauſe to believe, ſhe takes advantage of 

his ſecrecy, which he is obliged to keep, to 
receive him only at ſuch hours as beſt ſuit 
her other purpoſes. Your brother, however, 
has no ſuſpicion of this i intrigue 3 but thinks 
Himſelf her N 18525 
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him to abſent himſelf from/your houſe: dee 
pend on it, it is ſhe; Diſſemble with him 3· 


affect to be entirely ignorant of his procetu- 
ings. Ferval, of whoſe zeal and aſſiduity 
am aſſured, will neglect nothing to come at 
all the particulars of his conduct, and the 
progreſs of his amour. Be not alarmed; 
my dear Counteſs, let us alone, redouble 


your civilities, conceal your aptedenſtons, 
a depend on our care.” nee DA 


. 


From ä 5 c 


Puri, Nov. 28. 


ROW me-not inns Gefparetion, ado_ 
rable creature; you have never been ſo 


TH 


to me. 'By what fatality i is it that the ten- 
dereſt of lovers . ſhould incur only your 


cruelty ? What crime is it Ihave committed? 


Crime! Can I be criminal! Can fo ſincere a 
lover commit a crime againſt the object of his 
paſſion? Thou haſt prohibited me even the 
pleaſure of ſeeing you. Two days, two 
whole days are paſſed without the hope of— 
A" thou hate me? Good God 
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paſſionately admired, you have corifeſted it 
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"Say een, yourhay juſtly be accuſed of 


8 for hat can poſſibly be your mo- 


tives fot ſuch conduct: Dian of ine! i= 


form me of the cauſe. | If —but I will not 


entettain ſo horrible an idea My heart 


grows cold, I ſhudder at the thought. Ex- 
lain thyſelf No, rather keep from me - 


Ves, I would know the wort. If L am doomed 


_ toſſuſfer n- you wilkheoffended at 


this, Forgive, oh] forgive, my dear IL 0 
theſe involuntary tranſports, Vou know too 
well that I had rather die than diſpleaſe you. 
Do not perſiſt in * me to deſpair; 
deign to write to me, to anſwer me, to mix 
ſome conſolation with your ſeverity z at leaſt 
from pity if not from love. Adieu; the agi- 


tations of fear, love, and tenderneſd perplecx 


and confound all my ideas. Heavens Whit 
a ſtate of mind Permit me, dear Leonora; 
to ſee you to-day, Refuſe me not this favour 


. nn, to Jour: nen | 


1 N. 
. From Leonora to 4 by 
Paris, Nov. 28. 
FOUR pation, my dear Marquis, affects 


93: but how ann are your ſuſ- 
paicions 
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LETTER NK. 23 
picions ! Can you not forgive that J Mould, | 
in the leaſt, metit yoyt eſteem? Your vir- 
tues have inſpired me with fo much for 
you, they haye eaſt ſuch a ray of light over 
my ſoul, that, inſtead of complaimng, you 
ought to approve its effect. Les, my dear 
| Marquis, it is to you I owe a deſire; a taſte, 

for virtue, Nature, indeed, had planted the 
ſeeds in my heart; but you have cauſed them 
to germinate. Neither the rigour of my 
fortune, nor the cruelty of my parents, in 
bringing me up to ſo dangerous and ſe- 
ductiye a profeſſion z not all the temptations. 

it hath unhappily ſubjected me to, could 
eradicate its precious germ from my heart. 
But, diffipation, the force of example, and 
what, alas! is fill worſe, indigence, horrj- 
ble indigence, have long held that fatal 
bandage, which you have cauſed to fall from 
mine eyes. You have little reaſon to com- 
plain of my heart. It is that which pleads 
for you, and makes me forget the injuſtice 
of your ſuſpicions. I hope I may put ſomuch 
confidence in your complacency for me, as ta 
be aſſured you will not come to-day. I wiſh 
I may be able to ſee you any other without, 
danger. Adieu, my dear Marquis, it is to 
be hop:d you will know Leonora better. 

84 . L@&Te 
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"Ya Loodwrny! you thay N Le 
BY  exilelty;/ for what can poſfibly be your mo- 


tives fot ſuch conduct ? Deign at leaſt to in- 
form me of the cquſe.. If —but I will not 
entettain ſo horrible an idea— My heart 
grows cold, — ot (ve thought.” Ex- 
plain thyſelf No, rather keep from me — 
Tes, I would know the worſt. If I am doomed 

to ſuffer thy hate But you will be offended at 
this. Forgive, oh forgive, my dear Leonora, 
theſe involuntary tranſports. Vou know too 
well that I had rather die than diſpleaſe you. 
Do not perſiſt in driving me to deſpair; 
_ deign to write to me, to anſwer me, to mix 
ſore conſolation with yout ſeverity 3 at leaſt 
from pity if not from love.. Adieu; the agi- 
tations of fear, love, and tenderneſs petplex 
and confound all my ideas. Heavens ! Whit 
a ſtate of mind! Permit me, dear Leonora; 
to ſee you to-day, Refuſe me not this favour. : 

"Fon malt fare 1 
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From Leonora to e 
©, Paris, Now. . 

YOUR patios my dear Marquis, affects 

e meſon mortifying are your ſuſ- 

| © picions | 
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picions! Can you not forgive chat I mould, 
in the leaſt, merit your eſteem? Your vir- 
tues have infpired me with fo mueh for 
you, they haye eaſt ſuch a ray of light over 
my ſou}, that, inſtead of complaining, yon 
ought to approve its effect. Les, my dear 
Marquis, it is to you I owe a deſire, a taſte, 
for virtue. Nature, indeed, had planted the 
ſeeds in my heart; but you have cauſed them 
to germinate. Neither the rigour of my 
fortune, nor the cruelty of my parents, in 
bringing me up to ſo dangerous and ſe- 
ductive a profeſſion. ; not all the temptations 
it hath unhappily ſubzected me to, could 
eradicate its precious germ from my heart. 
But, diffipation, the force of example, and 
what, alas! is till worſe, indigence, horrj- 
ble indigence, have long held that fatal 
bandage, which you have cauſed to fall from 
mine eyes. You have little reaſon to com- 
plain of my heart. It is that which pleads 
for you, and makes me forget the injuſtiee 
of your ſuſpicions. I hope I may put ſo much 
confidence in your complacency for me, as ta 
be aſſured you will not come to-day. I wiſh 
I may be able to ſee you any other without, 
danger. Adieu, my dear Marquis, it is to 
be hopzd you will know Leonora better. 
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LETTER X. e at | 
Sf nu. e. de Valyille.. 
ot Pari, Nev. 30. 


ys STERDAY, my, dear Valville, I 
ſaw Leonora, who has reſtored my 

heart to its uſual ſerenity ; I am aſſured of 
her affection. Even her repulſes are ſo kind 
and tender, that I ſhould be pleaſed with 
them, if I were leſs in love. Her mind is, 
indeed, replete with delicacy. It is her love, 
it is her virtue, my friend, that renders me 
unh And at that price I can conſent to 
be ſo.—No, I hope ſtill to overcome her re- 
luctance; I will triumph over it by force of 
my own runderneſs; ; ſuch a triumph will but 
add to my happineſs. The ſuſpicions I im- 
parted to you the other day were altogether 
groundlefs, How fincerely do I reproach 
. myſelf for them; ſince ſhe has effaced them 
without even endeavouring at her own juſti- 
- Keation, Caſt off, my dear friend, any pre- 
judices which my angry jealouſy may have 
given you againft her. Indeed, you know 
Hut little of Leonora, and are apt to con- 
pound her with her aſſociates.—No, Valville, 
1 wwe is an obje&t worthy of my heart fhe has 
* e engrolled 


LETTER Ro 
engrolſled i itz and I am no longer engaged in 
an intrigue, but have contracted areal 
_ paſſion, , A real paſſion! — and for Leo- 
nora! - It is even ſo; I will not retract 
what I have ſaid. — I feel — But thou art 
the only perſon in the world, to whom I can 
open my heart on this occaſion... Forgive 
thoſe, effuſions, of which it really ſtands in 
need... I am much afraid my ſiſter will diſ- 
cover my paſſion, She is à very deſerving 
woman, to whom I am obliged as to a mo- 
ther. She is very dear to me; but her pre- 
judices are as great as her virtues. I know: 
that ſhe would think me totally ruined, if 
ſhe knew of this attachment of mine to the 
moſt amiable of women. To an opera- girl! 
That, that would be enough to involve her 
in the greateſt affliction. I muſt be very 
cautiqus, therefore, of my behaviour, on her 
account * that even before * own 
ſervants. 

She has a 7 — I ſhould marry. 1 
whether I can give into her propoſal. 1 ſup- 
ped with her two days ago, in conſequence 
of an invitation ſhe. gave me three days 


fore: When it had been eaſy for me to ſee. 
through her deſigns, had her huſband, 
M. de Saint-Sever, thought proper to 


de- 


dee it to my own /pehetration.” I had 

Waal entered the houſe, when he took me 

ale, arid, with an air of ſecrecy, extolled 

the beauty, accompliſhments, and particu- 

Kirfy the fortune of Miſs de St. Albin: from 

| wich I immediately faw (into the ſcheme, 

| and was confirmed in my opinion, by being 

If very particularly preſented to Madam de St. 
Ain and her two daughters. The compa- 
ny, which was pretty numerous, were all 
met when I arrived, and confiſted, firſt, of 
ales, to whom 1 ſhould very willingly give 
aw api of areal, if they did not 
ect that of pretty ; ſecondly, of ſenſible 
men, who laboured to be entertaining ; third- 
ly, of frigid ſchotars, who ſet up for wits ; 
as and laſtly, of boys and girls, timid, aukward, 
1 and baſhful. Tou may judge from the ſingle 
figures what muſt be the effect of the groupe. 

The converfation foon began to fing; on 

Which cards were introduced: I played a 
game or two, and won, but was tired to 
death, notwithſtanding Miſs de St. Albin was 
dl the party. It muſt be confeſſed that both 
© the and her fiſter are pretty; but ſo reſerved 
 ,  _ and formal! It was with difficulty I could 
1 bear a word they faid; ſpeaking ſo extremely 
| low * cheir eyes always fixed on their 
mama. 
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[men kt ſeems, they were ſet upon diſplay 


their talents, the eldeſt ſinging while the 


youngeſt played on the barpfithord, Thus 
we were entertained with a cantata, which 
by their minter ane \ would" have taken ur 


the Stabar® of Pergoleſe. 8 
| Theſe two derben juſt ers 


while their mama was at cards, and did not 


ſee them, they got into a corner to diſcourſe 


quite low, with another young perſon of the 


verſation, but found it fo very infipid, 
and their tongues ſo e voluble, that 
I ſoon left them to themſelves. At table, I 
had the particular honour of being placed'by 
the Miſſes de St. Albin, from whom it was 
hardly poſſible for me to get a ſingle work; 
If I aſked them any queſtion; it was 
anſwered with a reſerved and formal yes, f 
or, #0, fir, the good lady their mother 


taking upon herſelf to anſwer for thein, it 


went beyond a « monoſyllable. 


= * 
* 
— — — 


.. »The Stabat Mater, abe grave piece o 
church muſick: Thus an Engliſhman t have 
ſaid, on a like occaſion, the hundredth 


The children in the <vood, 


convent. I ſhould have almoſt taken them 
for two mutes, had 1 not rematked that, 


ſame age. I liſtened a little to their c- 


or 


2 


Alter ſupper, my ſiſter, being abſolutely, 


determined to make the evening agreeable to 


me, propoſed the opening a ball; to which 
I found a good deal of company had been 
invited. Indeed, for ſo little an affair, it was 
very elegant and brilliant. Me danced very 
thers: For as to the daughters, they reſem- 
bled ſtatutes moving about on ſprings. In a 
word, I do not believe that gloomineſs and 
diſguſt ever wore the maſk of gaiety with ſo 
ill a grace. It was neceſſary, notwithſtand- 
ing, to ſeem pleaſed, and to keep up this 
* grave farce till four in the morning. For 
my part, I was moſt intolerably tired and 
chagrined; which I am ſorry my fiſter per- 
ceived; tho' knowing myſelf the hero of the 
entertainment, I did all I could to carry it 
off with a good grace. Judge, my dear 
friend, from this project of my ſiſter, hat 
I ſhould have to encounter, if ſhe knew the 
real ſtate of my heart. You ſee how much 
reaſon there is for my caution. - Will you, 
therefore, take upon you the commiſſion of 
| buying a chariot, which I have a mind to 


8 preſent to Leonora? You will oblige me in 
it n, as I cannot, for the above rea- 
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re Vl i ihe dee. 


Paris, Det; 1 "1% 
1 Thought, l you had a great ſni 


are 
of underſtanding ! Upon my honour I 


thought ſo! You have taken leſſons of a2 


pretty able maſter, and have profited by 
them moſt egregiouſly | Come, come, I find 
you muſt not be truſted out of your leading- 
ſtrings, The firſt emotions of theſe young 
hearts are ſo violent; they are ſo very prefling, 
that the underſtanding is not able to keep 
them within any bounds, when excited by 
the ſmalleſt allurement of a pretty female, 


- "fons; bes parc a cr 


3 


Underſtanding | do I ſay ?---No, no. To _ 


have underſtanding we muſt have a know- 


ledge of the world. No people of your age 
poſſeſs underſtanding. Believe me, you are 


only hurried away by a blind and fooliſh in- 
clination. I ſhall know exactly the true 


ſtate of your heart to-morrow. You grown 
children are very ſubject to miſtake your firſt 


 palpi- 
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: 1 T foreſee it will he 
no caſy matter to remove the effects of that 


, wrong education you have received: You 


have been trained up for a man of noble ſen- 
timents and refined conduct; ridiculous ! 
We never get any thing by ſuperior to 
thole among. whom we reſide and converſe, 
And, indeed, the trueſt philoſophy is, to 
cultivate that fpecies of merit which is moſt 
generally admired. I introduced you to 
in order to give you the faſhjon- 
able tan, and eſtabliſh your reputation as 4 
man of gallantry and taſte ; and you truly 
fall in love with her. How puerile and 
abſurd! The, whole affair now-a-days is 
to render one's ſelf agreeable : There is no 
neceſſity for one's falling in love. This will 
| neyer render one agreeable, unleſs, indeed; 
x merely to the object of one's paſſion, No- 
. thing more is requiſite than gallantry, or the 

love of the ſex in general. And this is na- 
tural; for are not all women ſo much like 


dne another, that we may eaſily make an 


exchange between them. The taſte for ex- 
cluſive attachments is quite out of vogue. 


Inſtead of overcharging the heart with one 


grand paſſion, we divide its affection into a 
— light, tranſitory likings, taſtes, * 


and 


P „ 
and attachments, (the ſmall money of love, us ; 


the value of the whole. A convenient houſe, 
ſplendid equipages, agteeable entertainmenta, 


people change gold into ſilver, preſerving m 


kind miſtreſſes, gallant adventures; . De 


little pleaſures amount to a confiderable 
of happineſs ; enough, in conſcience, I 
think, for any reaſonable man. 
As to the particular amid of mates 
the faſhionable way is to take ſome celebrated 
Lais into keeping; but not to put one's {elf 
in her livery; to love her juſt ſo much as is 
neceſſary to make her company agreeable, and 
ne more than will permit one to caſt her of, 
whenever one thinks it convenient. - 


You are very good, Marquis, to entertain 


an opinion of the virtue of women. t 
you would be a very great fool to place any , 
confidence in that of an opera- girl. Leonora 
would paſs on you for a modeſt woman; the - 
knows her buſineſs, The artful jade ! ſhe 
knows the way to entrap thoſe innocents, 
who wiſh to eſteem what they admire; let 
her alone for that; ſhe will diffuſe an odoum 
of ſanctity throughout her whole family 3 
and you, an unſuſpecting dupe, will run 


your noſe into the ſnare, She would lead n 


+ nv dance, if ſome body hetter gee 


_ 4. 1 * - 
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FI with female arts ſhould not come to your re- 


lief. Thou ſtandeſt in need of a director; 
and, if I knew one more capable than my- 
|  felf, I have ſo much regard for you, that I 
would recommend you to him: But I ima- 
+ gine that my abilities may be ſufficient. Follow 
the plan which I ſhall lay down for your con- 
duct, and Leonora will, in a few days, be 
' yours; Valville will anſwer for it. Begin i im- 
mediately by throwing off that ſimple air of 
paſſion which by no means becomes you. 
Talk of love with an air of indifference and 

gaiety. Give your nymphs ſome hints of 
your generous inclinations; of your inclina- 
tions only — you underſtand me. It is time 
enough to think in reality of the equipage 
you talk of. What diſpoſitions have you made 
together on that head? If you are deſirous of 
Leonora's ſpeedy compliance, appear to have 


taken up with ſome other miſtreſs; excite 


her jealoufy, give a check to her vanity, 
and alarm her avarice, (for ſhe i is covetous, ) 
in reſuming the chearful air of a man reſtored 
to his liberty; and, if you ſhould viſit her 
again, let it not be for ſome time, and the 
with indifference, 
If you would immediately ſee through 95 
deſign of her pretended virtue, aſſume the 
air 
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air of a man who knows.the: wortd 3 f 
thoſe to whom your ſiſtet gives the appella- 
women and their favours, and turn ſentiment 
into ridicule; be familiar with ber, bold, 
free, forward, and ſo forth, Follow, theſs, 
directions, and the .ſyren will ſoon fall into 
your ſnare; but if you do otherwiſe, depend. 
on it you will be ſo hampered 3 in her's as not. 
to eſcape. with impunity. Remember I tell 
you, you will become the.jeſt of the public, 
and by this egregious. piece of folly will loſe, 
a thouſand favourite 9 1 
fore well conſider i . | 
Make a reſolution alſo, in oF excnaiits. 
throw off the preceptorſhip of your ſiſter. 
What! to be eternally under = ferula l 
And pray, my good friend, how do you. 
think ſhe is to form you for the world? She 
who is acquainted only with the virtues of 
our grand-mothers : She would make of you. 
a good patriot, a good chriſtian, And what. 
then? You might have the.merit of the moſt. 
celebrated of the old Romans; and what would, 
it avail ? Would you be the more careſſed,. 
more rewarded, the better entertained, or 
the more happy. New times, new manners, 
my friend, is the beſt of all our old proverbs. 
Vox. I. D The 


a) 
* 


e 
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„ UE BEER XI. 
Tue virtue of bur Nes is honour 5 not, in- 
deed, that kind of honour, which was coveted. 
by ole bluſtering Enights that ranſacked the 
world, nike blockheads; in ſearch of dan- 

Seen asbegtares; but that of 2 man f 
| gallitty, who does not debaſe himſelf by 

| act of meanneſs or cowardice, — 
peur, In aff 00d” company, like a — 
eratiſplanted into a civilized country," Where 1 
tre would affrighten every body be met, and 
every body = ——— be hg = oe at 
Him. bL + 5 2 #4 

Reſign it al to your acer, if the likes it; N 
and her ridiculons affociates ; ho in their 
ſoltrude are at leuſt ſeveral ages behind us. 
Len enter very well into her character, by 
the manner of the ball and entertainment 
you deſcribe, I II hold a wager ſhe thought 
to. diyert you wonderfolty. 111 anfwer tor 
it, theſe people conceive they divert them- 
ſelyes. As to M. de St. Sever, he is one of 
thoſe” ſort of men who is pleaſed with any 
thin , becauſe they have not taſte enough to 
be diſpleaſed. An honeft, downright, Mar- 
plot, always buſy for want of fomething to 
db, or through. "iebJly zeal that is atways 
in * wrong 5 in ſhort, he is a charafter 

-traly 
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truly burleſque. HI de m. 
Albin's daughters ; migney pretty puppets, 
truly It is pity they ave dumb. Nat bat 
that either might do well enough for a wife; 
and in that-I for once be of your 
ſiſtet's opinion, if you thought yourſelf pid 
enough to matry be Workin wHEM | 
the g Wett For us in Mig en 
is ons don wife, By matryitig, we el. 
pouſe the fortune of a woinan, and ſet her 
perſon at liberty. re 
eſteemed a reputable way of ob 

ſacrament. 3G e e AN. e 
lady of condition, rich, and may de ade 
wife of without any great inconvenience; 
but it ſhould not be quite 1b Won. You Hare 
have fuch a narrow notion of things as to 
take a Wife, As to Leonora But flay's 
what is it oclock ? Half an Hour pal even. 
Adieu, my dear friend; T had an appoitit- 
ment at ſix; I propoſetl to be thete at 
and it will — BIRT Yours 
to-morrow. WH: 
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B my: dear fiend] bow . ore 
f ned. "To. ſee ; If; bro- 
o che moſt terrible I'S, 
is K to him! \ Hoy 2 — 


5 1 rows —— well, and that 
We r 1155 Th day placing confidence i in 
525 Aſſure him of my utmoſt acknow- 

ledgment; reahimate his zeal, and engage 

him to continue his aſſiduity. Adieu, my 
dear friend, I depend entirely on you. 
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and probity' in ſo much eſteetn, as to 
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Am fenfible; my derr filend;” be erat” 
is your diſquietade, und you know Möwe 
moch I umuſt partake of It. Mou r dt de 
well, however, to be too dan 
ger: the evil is not without emed: The 


zeal of our friend Ferval® iteds"nothifig/t6 | | 


reanimate it: he i a youth of great TpictaHg” 
vivacity. His mother is thy end A f. 


have known” him fron (his Wale "He ages 


pears: greatly flattered by "our confidente 4” 
and ſeems delighted at e Wu 
and at Sa tha F was dee 


him in an affair of w. Glitste 4 natũ 


can anſwer for him; egg 


time and attention. Edueated under the moſt 
tender and affectionate of mothers, his man- 
ners are pure, his ſentiments refined, and His ac 
heart warm as it is honeſt. Eis ext $5" 

vacity, which might be miſtaxen for gſadi- 
ne not prevent his having finite ad- s 
dreſs, in coming at the minuteſt drci; 


| 
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38 LETTER XIII, 
in the ſecret of moſt intrigues about town, 
* diſcoveries, and is — 
- connected r-hracher; ſo chat he wilt 
1 It is by various 
d means he hath diſcovered a ſure 


——— heroden 
To this end, he. Hath, by ſome means or 
on engaged Iycongra's chamber-maid. in 
intereſt; who. gave him, no; longer #99 
quis, the. lays, has told Leonor of your 
— Ince whigh 


piece of confidenpe placed, i in hers, ſbe bah. 2 


redoubled her reſerve; towards him even-ſa- 
much as with difficulty-to, permit: him: to ſee; 


bor, Huch. is ber-rmapagement/at-proſents. It 


Wage, Mr. Valville, it ſeems. a frienck of 
your — _— ago brought 
bim acquainted. with Leonora, It appears, 
that, he, hegan with the Marquis, by; firſt 
urging, him ta. de a, miſtreſs; afluring-him- 
it weas.by no means proper for ſuch a man as 
. On this 
natiga afthe praięty of keeping a miſtreſo, 
ee 
Valxillerſo ordered. it, . that his choicafellon: 
5 1 
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udmirer ſot above thru gears: a circum 
ſtance, however, which he thought: proper 
to keep à ſecret from your baer 
It is this girl with which the Marquis hath 
fallen deſperately in love; making her mag 
niſteent preſonts ; which: ſhe teceives- with 
apparent relactance and moſt artful addreſs. 
In a wotd, my dear, he is quits intoxiented, 
abſolutely ddlitious with hib pattion. Is. 
viſe you of this, not to increaſe your appre- 
hkenſions, but to ſhew you how” neceſſary it 
will be to make uſe of anfubund proper ma- 
g t to eure him of fo abſurd a paſſion. 
| Tf you will be reed by me, you with % 

| ſpeaking to him of any thing that relates t 
the affair. Be well upon your guard 4 your 
friendſhip may otherwiſs betray you into it. 
It is very eſſential that he ſhould mot fuſpedt 
your knowing any thing of his intrigue ; 15 
it would ſerve at ones to motiify and irritate 
Him, both which are, in my opinion; equally 
dangerous. I ſhould de very glad alſo that 


M. de St. Sever ſhould leupe the conduct erf 


this affair entirely to us. Endeavonry my 
dear Counteſs, to prevent his ſpeaking or 
acting in it, if pofible,” I Know the warmeh 
of ' Nis uffection for you, and fear it may in- 
3 "this bulrtiels "with 
| D 4 more 


0 DR TTER In. 
more zeal than prudence. On ſuch delicate 


e Wo 


I know. not whether you are acquainted 
cit: Valville; he is in high life, and hath 
adopted its modes and principles: he ima- 
gines himſelf irreproachable as a man of 
Honour, and hath but very lle notions of 
honour itſelfl. He piques himſelf on a ſpe- 
cies of falſe virtue, which, with him, ſup- 
' plies the place of that real virtue he deſpiſes. 
Y He treats. every thing as the effect of preju- 4 

dice, and is himſelf governed by nothing but 

prejudices. He imagines himſelf to be a man 
of probity, and is only a man of figure; he 
entertains but a bad opinion of women; he 
appears, however, to reſpect them; hom: 
none, but amuſes himſelf with all that come 
in bis way. Love he conſiders as trifling; 
but out of decorum makes a point of friend- 
n hip. Drinking he hates, but is fond of 
which he ſeldom. attains. His taſte 
IH js delicate, his mind feeble, and his heart 
cold and indifferent. A ſlaye to the extra- 
vagance of cuſtom, he treats the moſt, fri- 
volous things with great gravity, but has no 

adea of ſentiment or real tenderneſs, 

There, my dear Counteſs, is a ſketch af | 
en, of your Arora gas * 
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not his portrait frighten you; 3 
be of ſetvice to us; his heart is not formed 
to treat love as a paſſion. He will oppoſe 
that of the Marquis only by ridicule; but he 
will oppoſe it veryſtrongly. Thearguments of 
vice are more artful than thoſe of virtue, and 
his falſe precepts will make a deeper-impref- 
fion than your principles of chaſtity and vir- 
tue. As Valville ſets up for the-friend, the 
Mentor of the Marquis, and hath introduced 
him into the world, he will be juſtly afraid 
that the ridicule of this attachment would 
:rebound on bimſelf, if it were 
doubt not, therefore, his making uls of 
that ſuperiority, which ten years age and en- 
perience have given him, to recover your 
brother from thoſe dangerous connections in 
which he himſelf engaged him. Leonora is 
afraid of him, and would gladly ſeparate him 
from the Marquis: but ſhe is fearful as yet 
of giving ſuch an intimation, and your bro- 
ther doth not perceive anything. of the mat 
ter. I ſay again ãt is extremely fortunate, 
under the. preſent circumſtances, that your 
brother puts ſo much confidence in bis friend 
\nanlex cn. c: 1G) {0-24 31. : 442. (3839 OL 
„Such, my dear Counteſs, is a 8 


and e fou: of the firuarion of affairs 
be 
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| boaffured that my information will be very 
| aithentie, and that I ſhall not keep-you ig- 


norant of any thing. Adieu: keep up your 
Titits, and depend on the moſt ſincere and 
r as ene 
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n my der venue, you knom but 
— gAre letter really ſhocked me. 
Pray what is your idea of ſentiment; if it- is 
Ho different is my heart from youre! 1 
burn, I die for Leonora, and yet take a de- 
light in my ſufferings; : I reſpeR, I admire 
that virtue, which reduces me to this tate of 
deſperation. Shall I affect not to love her, 
becauſe you think het an object unworthy 
af my eſteem. Is it you, Valville, ho gives 
me ſuch counſel? Ho is it poffible for me 
to purſue it? No: It is my love, my «lfiduity 
alone that can malt her: heart, What a 
8 If. you: but. overlook | my dear 
friend, 


L RTT ER M. a 


friend; the former conduct of "this amiable 
girl, you will find, chat ner virtue; at pre- 
- ſent, is more impregnable than that of * 
woman, who never experienced the like ſe- 
ductions. She permitted me yeſterday to 
pay her a viſits Havens! What. an admi- 


rable mixture of love, modeſty. prudence, 


and beauty! One muſt have an heart of ada- 
mant not to be affected. I owe her the. 
greateſt obligations; her leaſt fayours are 
_ ſacrifices; the ſweetneſs and openneſs of her 
manner ſerve alone to ſoften the feverity of 
her reſerve: in a word, ſhe is an. adorable. 
cteature Oh! my friend, in what a diſ- 
treſsful ſituation. is. my poor heart. She has 
reduced me ſo low, as even to fear offending, 
by aſking any thing: My reſpect is equal 
to the ardbur of my difires, I know not. 
what will be the conſequence of all this; 
but this I know, that to deprive me of hope 
would be to deprive me of life. You have 
refuſed to do me the ſervice I deſited of you; 
your friendſſlip being your excuſe prevents 
my complaining; 1 ſhall, therefore, take 
care of that buſineſs myſelf. But I beg of 
you to ſpare Eeonora, in your letters; you ; 
owe this; at leaſt, to our friendſhip ; and, in 
particular, fordear es ſpeak i me of any 
other 


aber — — den, Vdaleg 
and believe mne open . 
| on. T3 $35 L Ms: ELF $ratt Je: 21 12 £43) 


ER | % — 17 
2 Eil 1 31 iz} * * . . L 


2ͤ— — [ 'F : * 
1 3 Wy * 


FOR LETTER . 1 


T hs From M. de Valve to the Marquis. | 

Paris, Dec. 2. | 
7 ok love and — you, my deat Mar- 

quis; but I will neyer encourage your ex- 
travagant paſſion. For heaven's ſake, make 
nobody your confident but me; you will 
never be able to efface the ad ſuch an 
amour would bring upon you. Vou inſiſt 
on my not ſpeaking againſt the virtue of 
your miſtreſs: be it ſo; I will hold it in due 
. reverence ; I will even forget her paſt con- | 
duct, to oblige you. But, my good friend, 
were ſhe even the modeſteſt woman in the 
world, do you think I ſhould. approve. the na- 
ture of your attachment? Love is in you 
abſolute madneſs. Do you know. that love . 
ſhould be only an affair of amuſement, a. 

preſervative againſt the ſpleen ? One ought. 
in his amours, as in all other affairs, to lay - 
down a ſettled plan, and purſue it invariably, 
at leaſt if circumſtances do not change. 


One 


LE Teri Ab. * 
One takes fuch a girl as Leonora into keep? 
ing, and maintains her handſomely, ſo long 
as ſhe proves agreeable and amuſes one: 
quitting her the moment one is tired of her 
company, or ſhe grows impertinent. There 
is nothing more in the matter. A little more 
reſpect, indeed, is to de paid to women of 
a Certain rank; but it is ſeldom that perſons 
under my age are admitted there, A con- 
nection with theſe Ladies 7 1 more art 
and aſſiduity. * To inſinuate one's ſelf into 
the good opinion of a huſband, to make ſurt 
of his ſervants, and to preſerve appearance: 
form a difficult taſk, which a knowlege of the 
world only can capacitate a man to perform. 
It was for this reaſon, I would not have you 
begin upon ſuch a ſcheme. | Leonora was 
a proper object for you at firſt ſetting out; 
but your brain is actually turned. Reva! 
Te& yourſelf, my dear Mathis, pray; vo 
are abſolutely in a burning fever, which 
muſt be abated. With ſo great an inclina- 
tion to merit deference, you ought to be 
particularly fearful of incurring ridicule. 
Only think of that which this adventure 
would bring upon you, were it publickly 
E Fe or " my part, 1 will keep the ſe- 


_ 
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eret; but dom ti go ko expoſe yourſelf, Fares 
well, my dear Marquis, forgive my fret 
e a eee $7 90} 8 
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LETTER VI. 


en Madam de Narton #0 the N N 
| Paris, Dur. 20. 
Ib. ſorry, my dear Find, to 5 
be obliged to ſet out for Varennes, one f 
my eſtates in Lorraine, and to leave you in 
the midſt of ſo much uneaſineſs. An unfore- 
ſeen and unavoidable accident requires my 
immediate departure; nor do I very well 
know. when it will be poſſible for me to re- 
turn, The chagrin your brother's affairs 
mult neceſſarily give you, increaſes my regret | 
to leave you. Had | ſtaid, I ſhould how done 
every thing in my power to ſerye both him 
and you; my zeal for your ſervice, bowever, 
will not be leſſened by my abſence; and, 
perhaps, may be more efficacious, It was 
not in my power to act in the affair myſelf; 
and Mr. Ferval, to whom I ſhould have been 
obliged, will do us the ſame good offices as 
if I was preſent. I ſhall reſide in the neigh- 
bourhood of his mother, who will join her 


s influence 


LETTER AVI 4 
influence to engage her ſon-to redauble hie 
attention to the conduct of your brother. 
He has promiſed to write to me conſtaatiy ; 
and 1 {hall ſend you his letters, when. they 
can be of any utility. Adieu, my dear 
Counteſs, I ſulfer — at the occaſion. | 
of oY ene | 
a OY EO TI 
Nn L E T T ER - XVII FS: a, * | 
* the g 5 to 3 de Narton. 


Paris, De az. 
Tow ———— ——— | 
* the cauſe of your abſence! So neceſ- 
cp th your company, tho” it were only t 
give me ſome conſolation. I have beard n 
more of my brother fihce your departure: 
for theſe four days paſt I know not even” 
what is become of him. My huſband has” 
been with M. de la Roche. I could not 
prevent his indulging his own inclination. 
Not that 1 ſee any ill conſequences that can 
ariſe from his viſit. He will himſelf give 
you an account of the particulars of it. I 
muſt confeſs, that my mind is not ſufficiently” 
at liberty to enter into a recital of that na- 


ture, 1 indeed fo much aſtoniſhed at all 
theſe 


# ET TER Xn. 
— wraps 
it werte, in another world. Forget me not, 

wy! dear friend; but tranſmit me ſome” ad- 

viee of my brother, as — -as of yourſelf, 
as ſoon as emp JURY Jas d N AD 
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From the Count de Saint-Sever to PID "x 
Narton. 


- &o 
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Ih ©: pi Dee: 43. 
= Reſerved to myſelf, Madam, the pleaſure 
©; of. communicating to you the particulars 
of my viſit to M. de la Roche. My wife 
takes the matter ſeriouſly enough for us both. 
Not that I think her fears altogether ground- 
leſs. The arts of a pretty woman are too 
dangerous not to be feared: But I hope, that 
our Marquis hath not entirely loſt his ſenſes; 
and that nothing more is requiſite, than to 
take off the bande from his e to make 
him ſee clearly. 6 1 
» To this end, 1 . been to wait on M. de 0 
a Roche, — is an old acquaintance; one 
that I knew on his entrance into life. The 
recollection of his circumſtances at that time 
might not have been extremely agreeable | 
2 800 ; now; 
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nom; I avoided; | therefore, taking notice 


| of: any thing that might be offenſive 3 but 
iſ which. appeared to give him ſome. pleaſure 


means, I got ſo much into his favour, that 


aſſumed the familiar air of an old friends 


as it was in the preſence of a young Duke, 
| who. doubtleſs. came to borrow: money of 
him, He ſeemed delighted; therefore, at the 
kind of relief which this interruption” gave 
him. When his Grace was gone, I forms 
ed a pretext of buſineſs, to aſſign as a mo- 


tive for my viſit. After this, I commended 


his houſe, his furniture, gardens, &c, all 
' which he-was officious to ſnem me. By theſe 


he aſked me what I had been doing for theſe. 
twenty years paſt, that I had never ſeen him. 

On this I informed him of my marriage, and 
by degrees brought upon the carpet the ſitu» 
ation of my brother-in-law ; dwelling parti« 
cularly on his connections with a finger of 
the opera. Why, ſaid he, it muſt be owned 
they are very pretty women; but they are 
coſtly ; add to- that=-Nay, ſaid I, inter- 
rupting him, not that I think ſhe cofts him 
much. For I am aſſured ſhe is at the-ſame . 
time kept by a gentleman extremely rich, and 
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her to diſtraction, notwithſtanding ſhe thus 
impoſes on him. Ho! ho! ho! the block - 
bead! ſaid he, laughing, how is it poſſible 
he can be ſuch a dupe? And you are aſſured 
he is a man of ſenſe Indeed, I am told he | 
bas an infinite deal; and that it is which ſo 
much aftoniſhes me; But who is this pirl, 
- faid he, with ſome" vivacity. I think her 
name is Leonora: Ves it is; it's Leonora.— 
At this my old acquaintance coloured up to 
the eyes, and after being a minute or two 
ſilent, replied coldly, he did not know her. 
I inſiſted much on the misfortune of the 
gallant, who was thus deceived ; concluding 
he muſt be ſome very worthy perſon; and | 
deſcribing the | happineſs of the Marquis in | 
terms ſo mortifying to him, that at length I 
effected my deſign. For, either out of weak - 
neſs or vexation, he” confeſſed to me the 
whole of the affair. I, ſaid he, am that un- 
fortunate wretch; but I well know how to 
do myſelf juſtice. At my age, it is neceſſary 
one ſhould be generous; for which reaſon I 
have been ſo. I allowed her no leſs than fifteen 
hundred livres a month; I preſented her with all 
the furniture of her houſe, beſides forty thou- 
* livres warth of 9 I required of her 
. only 
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only to be faithful to me, and keep my 
amour a ſecret. My, wife is old and very 
deyout; I have children thirty, years of age, 
and two, ſons-in-law.; of diſtinction, 


build much on my care. to improve my for- 
tune. I have beſides to do with a, man, 


' whoſe ſeverity of manners would by no means 


approve ſuch amuſements. All this obliges 
me to be diſcreet, and I flattered myſelf the 
world was ignorant of my weakneſs, . The 
| impudent ſtrumpet I fee ſhe hath made uſe 
of my very precaution to deceive me. I have 
not been able to obtain a ſight of her above 
twice for this month paſt: The reaſon the 
gave for requiring my abſence was, that 1 
was watched by ſome of my family. You 
are a man of gallantry, fir, continued he; 
you know the world; I therefore do not re- 
pent truſting you with my ſecret. But what 
ſteps can I take in this affair? I am ſo ex- 
tremely enraged, I waſh my hands, for the 
future, of all intrigues with ſuch infamous 
wretches: But I will be revenged. I will have 
the ſatisfaction of ſecing that abominable im- 
poſtor plunged again into that poverty, from 
which my-weakneſs hath raiſed her. I have 
had her but a twelyemonth ; and only think 
E 2 what 
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© has coſt me. By 
; HEE > road our A torrent. of 
ab appellatzonb ficceeded this laft relle 
tion; you may be dute Tencouraged him to 
a beuge Himel; pitying, embracing bim, 
and pfomihng 40 Keep His ſeqret inyiplably : 
After which He Var the beſt friends in the 
World; his "dil 
c80I84 Will to Hare 
uß 'one vice > pints 


| nothin g ut g V can 
_ ha app 4. þ toons this rad 
our moſt ſincere 
e e Adieu. Cn 
wn — — ns — — — . 
nn eee, 
5 man nen MY 
Paris, Dec. 28, 


U ned *Y my dear Marquis, be 


you 


back your preſents; they! are too magnificent. | 
You will not ſuſpe& me of ingr gratitüde; but 
8 do not appear, 


of an ayatice too contem We to. . 
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generous, in order to render yourfelf | 
able.” Take back, J con] j ure you, take | 


by fuck gifts, to ſuſpef me 
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inſupportable. I w lng ot ih 


my toilette; and beg of you to receive it 


again, and be EO 
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my 8 degree 6f contempt 


You hate me Leotiota, 1 Tia 
me. In the name of love, do not, do not 
thus drive me to deſperation. Accept at 
leaſt theſe feeble tokens of my tenderneſs, 
my dear, too virtuous girl; do you, in turn, 
render me the juſtice that is my due. Think, 
alas] that theſe preſents, which I make you 


with ſo much pleaſure, are the only conſola- 
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. I have. Grudge me not this relief in my 


affliction. I ſuſpect thee of avarice! OH, 


Leonora ] is it poffibleyou can form ſo wrong 
r judgment of a heart that is all yours; which 
beats only for” thee. If you ſhould be fo 
cruel as to return me the caſket again Oh! 


—_— * wen me rege to __ 
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Ven Leonora fo the Marquis 1 


4A Perk, Nov. I4. 


A. youſo ſo peremptorily inſiſt on it, my 


| Marquis, I ſubmit, and accept of 
your 5 45 preſent. Permit me, however, 
to conceal the uſe I intend to make of i it, and 
to keep only the ring. In granting this you 
will make me happy, as I ſhall haye it in 


N POV. to do. ſome . 
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From Vabille to "the e 


_ Paris, R 17. 5 


Woran is become of you, my dear Mar- 

quis, that I have heard no news of 
you for this week paſt? Hgve you not ſhe wn 
my letters to your miſtreſs? If you have 
actually carried your — am no 


longer aſtoniſhed at your filence. A word 
with you, my friend; this is paſt a jeſt; it is; 
faith; and I do very ſeriouſly aſſure you, that 
you are going to ruin yourſelf. When this 
fooliſh fancy goes off, you will be ready to 
hang yourſelf, You will afford a perpetual. 
ſubject for ſquibs and epigrams: Notices of 
this ſort are diſagreeable. If yourmiſtreſs were 
really a Veſtal, you might poſſibly find ſome 
few votaries of Aſtrea among the vulgar, who 
would admire your conduct; but the dupe 
of Leonora would not even excite pity. 
One can never find you at home. Pray come: 
and ſee me to- morrow. We muſt really give 
your manners a turn. I have a deſign to intro- 
duce you to the young Marchioneſs d'Aſterre;/ 
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Toon open your eyes. 
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it will be a neceſſary and agreeable diverſion. 
The manners, the bon ton of good company, 


the being accuſtomed to ſee it, and the com- 
pariſons you will thence be able to make, will 
Adieu, dear Marquis, 
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LETTER XXIII. 
From the Marquis io Valville. 


Paris, Dec. 18. 
U cannot imagine, Valvilte, how 


0 
Von ds imagine, Vou do not 


reflect how much uneaſineſs it muſt give a 


lover, to ſee the object of his paſſion inſulted. 
rs, uf the friendſhip I have for you 


ur excuſe, I have- never before 


to plead yo 


| — unjuſt. What has Leonora done 


to you, that you condemn her ſo "readily ? 
Her ſituation in life, I own, is deſpicable; 
but is it the effect of her choice? May not 
the unavoidable conſequence of — pro- 


1 


feſſion, the temptations it expoſes her to, 


the follies and even the vices ſhe has fallen 
into, be excuſed by the misfortune of her 
direumſtances, by the abandoned Rate of 
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Ceive then I can be aſhamed of her, I ſhould 


7 * 
: 4 


- 


1 ; iz+45% T P 42 ©. 2 A T > 8 bs, 


ber education? Nia) che) Hot be effaced by 


that virtue, of which Her heart is now re- 


| plete? For my own part, that noble frank- 


neſs, that ingenudus ſineetity, with which 


| ſhe makes the moſt hunilliating coifellions, 


are ſufficient to make me forget every thing. 
Oh, my dear Valville ! did you but know 
her ſoul! Did you but know the uſe to 
which ſhe has put the ipreſerits I have made 
her! She has ſold the diamonds I gave her, 
and has given the money to ſupport an ho- 
neft, diſtreſſed family, of her acquaintance, 
She would have concealed it, indeed, from 
me: But when I happened to be with her 
yeſterday, the poor unfortunates, whom the 
had relieved, came to throw themſelves at her 
feet, and bathe them with their tears ; ex- 
preffing their gratitude, notwithſtanding her 
injunctions to the contrary, in the moſt 
affecting terms. Such, Vabvihe, fuch is 


* 


the object of my attachment: Do you con- 


de mean, indeed, not to dare to love virtue 
for its own fake. Adieu, my friend, be- 
lieve me I am unhappy enough without your 
reproaches. I can by no means accept your 


offer of introducing me to your young Mar- 


chioneſs. 
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chioneſs, In what, pray, does yout "pres 
tended bon ton give her the ſuperiority. to 
Leonora?. I deſire no diflipation to make me 
forget my ſufferings. I take a pleaſure in 
them, and it is only Leonora that can re- 


N them. 
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LETTER XXIV. 
bus Leo ts the Marguis 1 
2 ©. +." Dec. 26. 

A- A 8! my dear Marquis! all is over be- 
tween us. See me no more, nor inſiſt 
on my ſceing you. The horrid ſituation into 
which I am reduced by the cruelty of a baſe 
and barbarous man, leaves me no other re- 

ſource than immediate death, That wretch, 

whom I have unfortunately known from m 
_ infancy, that hypocrite, that vile ſeducer, that 
La Roche, of whoſe extravagant behaviour 
you poſſibly have already heard ; that monſter, 
who, under the pretence of piety, and ofa deſire 
to reform me, by the means of opulence and 
even of religion, hath cauſed me to accept of 
his favours—Oh ! I ſhall never live long 
enough to be ſufficiently aſhamed of it. His 

inten- 


ad a 
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intentions, after all, were criminal ;, I have 
perceived it, indeed, for fome time; but 1 
was almoſt afraid to perceive it; his affiſtancs 
was neceſſary, and it was by degrees that he 
proceeded, at length, to demand the infamous 
reward of his favours, My hatred, virtue, 
-what ſhall T ſay, perhaps my love; all theſe 
united, prevailed over my fear of indigence, 
and induced me to reject with diſdain his 
horrid propoſals. The rage which this re- 
fuſal excited, in his mean and cruel ſoul, ſoon 
baniſhed his affection. He knew that you was 
attached to me; which inflaming his jealouſy, 
he committed the moſt violent outrages ; 

turning me ignominiouſly out of the apart- 
ments I lived in, carrying off all my jewels, 
in ſhort, ſtripping me of every thing. 
The loſs, indeed, however conſiderable, 
gives me no regret, as every thing belonging 
to ſuch a monſter is odious to me: But the in- 
ſult thus put on me is ſo public, that my heart 
bleeds under the cruelty of the mortification. 
Alas ! even the ſhadow of reputation, which I 
flattered myſelft to have preſerved, is taken from 
me. Adieu, my dear, and too affectionate 
Marquis; pity an unhappy victim to the ſeve- 


rity o of fortune; but ſee her no more. If I have 
merited 


— 
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me 'of you, any ſhire, of efleem, con- 
5 to retain ſo precious a memorial of 
me, and 1 ſhall die content. 64 20 
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u th lungen i Leone. 


Paris, Bes 26. 
N my dear Leonora, What is 
it you tell ry ! Doft thou talk of Joſe 
Fair and dying ? —I Ay to your relief, 
Amazing lender! ! Why did not you in- 
form me—Bit' it is no time for reflections. 
The monſter ſhall not eſcape my vengeance. 
An the name of love, let le ay deareſt, 
my divine Leonora, be caſt down, The 
iifults of that abominable wretch are en- 
eomiums on thy virtue; and will ſupply the 
place of reputation. In tos hours, at fartheſt, 
Twill be with you; mean While I ſhall hold 
my time extremely precious. Compoſe your- 
Hf, dear girl; never did I experience before 
& much love and reſentment. 
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Fr M. is renn Madan 9 
; Puri, Fan, 2. 
I Stand in no need of encour t, Ma- 
dam. I will ſerve the Marquis de Roſelle 
with all my heart; but his paſſion is ſq violent 
that it really terrifies me. The noiſe which 
M. de la Roche has made about Leonora, has. 
only ſerved to inflame him the more. In con 
ſequence of this, he has placed her in m 
nificent apartments, which he has 
for her moſt ſuperbly ; he has preſented her 
with the richeſt cloaths and jewels ; has 
bought her a chariot, hired her ſervants, and - 
has ſettled on her even a larger penſion than 
that ſhe had of la Roche. To effect all this, 
he hath ſold his eſtate in Picardy ; and hath, . 
in ſo doing, had a quarrel with his brother-iu- 
law, St. Sever. Poor la Roche is obliged to ſe- 
crete himſelf for fear of being run through, the 
body; which the Marquis threatened. Such, 
Madam, have been the events of the laſt four 5 
days. M. de St. Sever hath ſadly diſconcerted 
our ſchemes. Endeavour I beg of you, to, 
prevent 
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prevent his interfering any more. I have * 
loſt all hope if I am but permitted to a& 
alone. My yalet-de-chambre (for ſuch are 
thi forks Lam obliged to ſet to work) keeps 
up a conſtant correſpondence yith Leonora's 
woman : It is by theſe 2446 pe to com- 
paſs my end. I ſhould think myſelf ex- 
— 4 happy to ſucceed, and to convince 
you of the greatneſs of my Ae by * 

feryency of my zeal. 7.9 N 
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thas the r de St. Sever to Madan de 
Narton. : k. #1 : 


* Parts 1 6 


Hewi terribly, my dear friend, am I cha- 
grined, .Ycu have heard what effect the 
bn of M. de la Roche haih produced. 
My brother came here yeſterday; when I 
could not prevent my huſband's ſpeaking to 
him of the ſale of his eſtate, and giving his | 
opinion, perhaps with too much warmth, 
about his conduct. He mentioned nothing, 
however, of Leonora; he promiſed me he 
would 
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would not; but inſiſted much on the abſurdity 
and extravagance of his general expences; 
The Marquis would have gone off almoſt 
without giving him an anſwer; but M. de St. 
+ Sever ſtopt him, and continued to make him 
ſuch remonſtrances, as the Marquis had no 
mind to hear. He could not detain him long, 
however: This brother, whom I have always 
found ſomild of temper, fo affectionate to me, 
and complacent to my huſband, became all at 
once bold and peremptory, nay, almoſt inſo- 
lent, I ſtand in no need, ſaid he, of a precep- 
tor, nor hath any one a right to controul my 
actions. Reproof is not the part of a friend. 
On this he went out in a paſſion, nor durſt I 
aſk him to return. The Count was too much 
heated as well as the Marquis. It is poſſible we 
ſhall ſee him no more. What ſubjects of 
affliction are theſe ! My huſband is incenſed 
againſt him beyond meaſure : Adieu, my dear 
friend, my diſtreſſes ſeem every as, to in- 
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ET PER XXVII. 
From Madan e, Narton to pode. 


45 Saint-Sever. | 


v | 


Viaremes, 7 an, "= 
Vous diſtreſs is ju}. and natural, my, 
dear Counteſs :. But what relief is it at 

| 7 I partake it with you!! am now. 
at too great a diſtance to give you 
conſolation and dry up your. tears, I hope, 
however, that the ill ſucceſs of your huſhagd!'s, 
ſcheme will, for the future, render him more; 
circumſpeR. Uſe all the influence you have, 
oyer him, my dear, to engage him to ſup- 
preſs both his zeal and his reſentment. In- 

' deed, how can one be really angry at an un- 
happy youth, under the tyranny of the moſt; 
violent of all paſſions. It is no longer him 
ſelf who thinks, acts, op ſpeaks. Let us treat 
him as a ſick perſon. in the delirium of a fever; 
or as one, of thoſe unfortunate madmen, 
whom nature frequently preſents to us, as. 
mortify ing ſpectacles of humanity. Your bro- 
ther is nearly in as terrible a ſituation. But 
he will be extricated; and then his repentance 


will expiate thoſe offences of which he is at 
preſent inconſcious, 


To 
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To eſfect this defirable end, it will require 
very artful management. Let M. de St. Sever 
content himſelf with conſoling you under 
your afflictions. Let him- intereſt himſelf, as 
much as he pleaſes, in your brother's reform- _ 
ation; but pray tell him, · that I conjure him 
to truſt M. de Ferval with the whole buſineſs 
of bringing it about. Tell him I foreſaw. 

the conſequence of a ſtep he took, as ſoon 

as I read his relation of it, We muſt not 

attempt to ſnatch out precipitately the dart, 

with which your brother's heart is transfixed ; 

but muſt endeavour to looſen it, and extract 

it by degrees. We muſt oppoſe art to cun- 

ning. An error in the heart is much more 

difficult to eradicate, with virtuous minds, = 
than an error in the underſtanding. This is 19 

not an irregularity; it is a weakneſs. Ferval 

will employ all the means in his power 

to ſerve you. The connection which one 

of his people hath formed with Leonora's 

chamber-maid, brings him acquainted with 

a number of little circumſtances, and enables 

him to take his meaſures accordingly, 1 

doubt not of your often ſeeing him. Not 

that he bath made me a confident in his de- 

ſigns; nor perhaps will he make you: He 
Vo. I. F. knows 
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knows how dangerous it is to make confli- 
dents in general, and therefore will abſolute- 
I make none. Let him alone. His mother 
him all encouragement, as if his aſſi- 
might {till be increaſed. Her letters to 
him are full only of you, the Marquis, and 
his unhappy adventure. She and her family 
are my only company here, and I have no' 
need of any other. - 

'T had not ſeen her for many years before 
my arrival: but I found her underſtand- 
ing, her virtues, her character, the ſame as 
when I left her. What I could not be ac- 
quainted with before , however, are her three 
daughters; the one eighteen, the other ſix- 
teen, and the third fifteen years of age. 
Imagine to yourſelf three nymphs, as accom— 
pliſhed and agreeable as you pleaſe, provided 
they are the moſt amiable I have ever ſeen.. 
Young as they are, they have nothing of 
youth about them but its innocence and 
beauty. They have ſenſe ; but their ſenſe 
is charming, ſimple as their hearts, and ſuch 
as would give you an idea of nature truly re- 
fined. If I were writing a romance, I could 
not forbear comparing the dawn of their un- 
gerſtandings to the mild and gentle rye of 
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the riſing ſun. Such, my dear friend, are 
tremely happy, if the diſtreſsful circum- 
ſtances, in which I left my dear Counteſs, 
would permit me to amuſe myſelf agreeably. 
The Marquis, I am certain, cannot be want- 
ing in his affection for you. If he ſhould 
ſhew, therefore, any defire to ſee you again, 
any regret at having given you uneaſineſs, em- 
brace that opportunity of diſplaying. to him 
all the tenderneſs of your affection for him. 
You ſhould repeat every teſtimony of your 
regard, and, above all, take heed to avoid 
explanations or reproaches ; to ſhun every 
thing that may tend to mortify him, or touch 
upon his paſſion. Adieu, my amiable friend; 
how much do I ſuffer in being thus abſent 
from you OR 


LETTER XXIX.: 
From Leonora to the Marquis. 
Parts, Dec. 28. 
AFTHOUGH you have given me your 
word, my dear Marquis, that you will 
not fee that abominable La Roche, I can 
hardly be quite — Forget, if 3 
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che very name of the wretch, I conjure you. 
He is by no means worth your reſentment, 
For my part, I deſpiſe him too much even to 

wiſh to be revenged. Promiſe me that you 
will never ſee him. Indeed, I am afraid of 
him. © He has one of the baſeſt of ſouls. A 
man of honour can never be on his guard 
againſt the deſigns of a villain.— I tremble 
at the very thought. My dear Marquis, for- 
give my fears, Do me the favour alſo, to ſet 
ſome bounds to your generoſity. I am not 
formed to become ſuch magnificence. No; 
it only ſerves to give me mortification. Is 
this the appearance of virtue? Permit me 
to accept of no more preſents. I ſhould be 

extremely unhappy if I were the cauſe of a 

rupture between you and the Counteſs your 

ſiſter. She muſt doubtleſs have heard of your 

attachment to me; have known the expen- 
ces I have occaſioned you; a circumſtance 
that cannot fail to involve ſuch an affection- 

ate and 'worthy ſiſter in the utmoſt affliction. 

With regard to myſelf, it is impoſſible any 
thing ſhould intereſt her in my favour. My 
condition alone is ſufficient to render me 

odious. The Count her huſband i is a ſim- 

ple, honeſt man, who loyes you ſincerely ; 
bis 
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his age, and the care he hath taken of you, 
give him ſome right to look into your affairs. 
He is perſuaded that. you are going to ruin 
yourſelf on my account ; and endeavours to 
prevent you, How can you blame him? - 
Add to this, that his intention of getting 
you well married, is extremely reaſonable, 
and your attachment to me an obſtacle to his 
deſigns, I am too much your friend, and 
am under too many obligations to you, 
not to put you in mind of all theſe circum- 
ſtances. Indeed, what other motive can 1 
have for keeping my dear Marquis at a di- 
ſtance? Let us both equally avoid the pro- 
greſs of 'a dangerous amour. Let us con- 
fine ourſelves within the bounds of friend. 
ſhip ; its pleaſures may be leſs delightful, | 
but their conſequences will be leſs painful. 
Let us ſee each other but ſeldom, I beg of 
you. Seek a relief againſt your paſſion a- 
mong your.own relations, Attach yourſelf, 
agreeably to their wiſhes, to ſome amiable _ 
and virtuous object, worthy of your love 
and if the future happineſs of your life re- 
quire it, be Leonora entirely forgotten. A- 
dieu, my dear Marquis, be thou but happy, 
and my utmoſt wiſhes are accompliſhed. 
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1 5 the Marquis to Leonora. 


| Paris, Dec. 28. 

More my adorable girl | what plea- 

fare you give me] Forget thee | Can 
I wiſts to forget my Leonora? No, I would 
rather die a thouſand deaths. What is it to 
me that my relations are defirous of ſubject- 
ing me to the diſagreeable yoke of marriage ? 
I will not be made a facrifice to their inten- 
tions. I renounce matrimony for ever. I 
defire only thee; thee, my Leonora, whoſe- 


* 


delightful image entirely poſſeſſes my heart. 


What ſcruples do you raiſe againſt receiving 
my preſents ? I have before deſired of you, 
not to deny me this gratification, the only 
one permitted me; and let my relations diſ- 
pute that point with me. I have promiſed 
you I will not ſee La Roche. I ſhould never 
ſtain my ſword with the blood of ſo baſe a 
ſcoundrel, unleſs in the firſt tranſports of 
my reſentment, Be under no apprehenſions 
about him. How great, how noble are your 
fentiments ! You merit the homage of the 
univerſe ! I have read your letter over a thou- 
ſand. 
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ſand times, but it is only to admire your ſen+ 

timents, without adopting them, and to con- 
vert your virtues into arms againſt yourſelf, 
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LETTER XXX. 
From Valville to the Marquis. 


Pari, Jun. 8. 
1 Abhor the part of a cenſor : but I can- 
not help, my dear friend, taking up- 
on myſelf that office with regard to thee. 
Thy folly is become public, and the ridicule 
of it rebounds upon me. Thou haſt adyer- 
tiſed ; poſted thyſelf ; fold thy eſtates; quar- 
relled with thy relations; in a word, I muſt 
tell thee, thou haſt broken through all the 
rules of common ſenſe and decorum. 
It is not neceſſary, indeed, to love one's 
relations ; but one ſhould behave decently to 
them ; ſee them ſeldom ; but ftill ſee them. 


'To come to an open rupture is imprudent ; 
It is to be wanting to one's ſelf. It is ab- 
ſurd to deny one's ſelf the pleaſures of gal- 
lantry; but one ought to preſerve external 
appearances. We do not take the trouble, 
now-a-days, to be hypocrites ; but we ob- 

F 4 ſerve 
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ſerve adecorum. Lou ſtand upon nothing, 
but give headlong into the moſt abſurd and 
Tidiculous paſſion that can be conceived. You 
ſuffer yourſelf to be deceived by a falſe pre- 


| tence to virtue. What an extravagance ! 


Were even her pretenſions real, a man muſt 

be a dupe, indeed, to attach himſelf ſeriouſly 
to a woman who advertiſes herſelf. To what 
doth'it tend ? But, as to the yirtue which 
Leonora difplays to faſcinate you, it is 1 
falſeſt of all poſſible falſhoods. 

Since it is that which hath ſeduced you, I 
will ſend, if it be neceſſary, to cure you of 
this frenzy, a liſt of your predeceſſors : It is 
at leaſt a numerous one. Believe me, my 
dear Marquis, I know Leonora better than 
you, You are the firſt and the only one 


to whom ſhe ever proved unkind. Her pre- 


tended frankneſs, with which you are ſo ta- 
ken, is only a refined piece of impoſtute. 
However ingenuous are her confeſſions, de- 
pend on it ſne does not confeſs all. But is 
it poſſible that it ſnould be neceſſary to con- 


vince you by facts, what has been the con- 
duct of an opera girl? Her profeſſion alone 


is ſufficient to condemn her, and her artifi- 
ces are all too groſs. | 
4 As 
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As I now never ſee you, Lhave thus taken 
the liberty to write, and to inform you, that 
you are become an univerſal ſubject of rĩdi- 
cule; which is the greateſt misfortune that 
can happen to a man of your age. Indulge 
yourſelf in your pleaſures ; keep a miſtreſs 
or two; avoid the lectures of your ſiſter, and 
the idle remonſtrances of your brother-in- 
law : In all this you will do well; but ob- 
ſerve ſome decorum in the eyes of the world, 
which will no longer admit of any palliation 
of your faults, Quit Leonora without heſi- 
tation, and we will endeavour to make up 
all the reſt. Adieu. 
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LETTER XXXII. 
From the Marquis te Valville, 


Paris, Jan. 9, 
Tuts! is too much, ſir. Vou carry the 
matter too far. To add calumny to 
your abuſe. — You know not what love is; 
but I thought you had ſome regard to the 
ties of friendſhip. Your heart is not formed 
for thoſe affectionate ſentiments, which I ex- 
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| let it fall to the ground, and I obſcrved 
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pect to find in my friends. It is that title 
only which has given you a privilege to trou- 
ble me with ſuperfluous advice and imperti- 
nent informations. You will be pleaſed, for 
the pune to N them. e me. 
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L E q - I 1 R XXXIII. 
From the Marguis to Leonora, | 


ORGIVE, my Leonora, forgive the ef- 
feats of an emotion, which it is not in 
my power to ſuppreſs. I dare not avow ĩt.— 
Thou wert not formed to be ſuſpected; ſs 
that my curioſity cannot ariſe from jealouſy 
no, it takes its riſe from the moſt affection- 
ate, the moſt intereſting motives. Oh! m 

lovely girl, may I venture, without temerity, 
to beg you would inform me of the contents 
of that letter you received yeſterday at your 
toilette. I ſaw it cauſed an emotion, which 
in vain you endeavoured to conceal. You 


your uneaſineſs while I ſtooped to pick it up. 
L only looked upon the outſide, and was go- 
ing to give it you, when you ſnatched it pre- 
eipitately out of my hand, If it brought 

© you 
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you news of any unhappy event, you will not 
have. the. cruelty to keep me ignorant of it. 
If it bring the motives for any. uneaſineſs, 
have you any that I ought not to partake of ? 
Thou knoweſt, my dear girl, that my heart 
is open to every thing that concerns thee- 
Condeſcend to truſt it with your anxieties. _ 
I obſerved you yeſterday, penſive, abſent, 


and muſing: You would every now and 


then fetch a ſigh, and look ſtedfaſtly at me. 
! cannot forbear thinking, that I am ſome- 
how intereſted in that letter. I durſt not- 
betray the eager deſire I had to ſee it; but 
it has diſturbed me ever ſince. I conjure 
you, therefore, if the contents relate only to 
yourſelf, or conſiſt in ſecrets entruſted to 


you alone, I conjure you to let me know 
them. I am too affectionate, my dear Leo- 


nora, to appear indiſcreet or ſuſpicious ; I 
addreſs myſelf only to you to know what it 


is you were fearful of acquainting me with. 


Adieu. If you have any regard for me, you 
will not refuſe me this proof of your confi- 
dence. 
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From Leonora to the Marquis. 
: Paris, Jan. 21. 


7 T is „ impolible for you, my dear Mar- 

quis, to ſee the letter in queſtion, Hon- 
our forbids me to ſhew it you. The ſe- 
crets of another are not, in any caſe, in my | 
own power, I beg you will preſs me no 
farther on this head, as it is an affair of im- 
portance. You muſt not know it: be not, 
however, uneaſy ; it is no misfortune ; nay, 
if circumſtances were otherwiſe than they 
are, it would perhaps be a fortunate event 
for me. This is all that prudence, honour, 
and even gratitude permit me to ſay on the 
ſubject. Adieu, my dear Marquis; you 
cannot, without great injuſtice, cenſure my | 
reſerve i in this particular. 


* — 
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LETTER XXXV. 


From M. de Ferval to Madam de Narton, 


Paris, Jan. 25. 
1 Have e but little ground, Madam, 
for the laſt fortnight ; I obtained, how- 
| | ever, 
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ever, yeſterday, by means of my valet, an 
interview with Mrs. Martha, Leonora's wait- 
ing-maid. I ſhall endeavour to give you, 
as near as I can, the ſubſtance of our con- 
verſation ; with all that expletive loquacity 
which is inſeparable from the converiagns 
of an Abigail. | 
Mrs, Martha began her diſcourſe, very pro- 
perly, with proteſtations of her uncorrupti- 
dle fidelity to her miſtreſs; aſſuring me that, 
with regard to herſelf, ſhe was very different 
from moſt perſons in her ſituation, being a 
woman of honour and principle. This pre- 
amble I knew by heart, as a matter of 
courſe ; I was obliged, however, to liſten, 
and made a reply to it, by ſlipping a few 
pieces of gold into her hand. I could per- 
ceive ſhe was pleaſed with this kind of an- 
ſwer, though ſhe made ſome ſhew of re- 
luctance to receive them. I find, Sir, ſays 
ſhe, you are a very honeſt Gentleman, and 
that it is only from a good motive you are 
deſirous of knowing. — True, ſaid I, let 
me know all that paſſes, and depend on it, 
you will have no reaſon to repent it. To 
be ſure, Sir, replied ſne, I belong to the 
perſon of whom I get my bread; and if you, 


Sir, 
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Sir, have that charity, I ſhall certainly ferve 
vou. Having thus adjuſted the matter with _ 
regard to her honour, her conſcience, and 


her intereſt, ſhe proceeded to inform me, 
that her miſtreſs was very diſcreet, and had 
never truſted her vid (ay of her deſigns. 


I have, indeed, ſome ſuſpicions, continued 
the, but I cannot ſay any thing poſitively. 


On this I aſked her, what might be her ſuſ- 


picions ? — Why, I ſurmiſe, ſays ſhe, that 


is, not that I know of a certain'— but — 
certain it is, that ſhe muſt have ſome de- 
ſigns upon the Marquis; for ſhe is viſited 
by nobody elſe. Before the laſt diſturbance, 


ſhe now and then ſaw M. de la Roche; for 


which reaſon ſhe received the Marquis only 
at certain hours at which ſhe appointed him; 
but fince her breach with La Roche, we fee 
no gentleman but the Marquis. It is very 
true that ſhe earneſtly defired him not to 
make her any more preſents. At firſt, in- 
deed, ſhe received them with pleaſure ; but 
1 know very well, that when he ſent her a 
magnificent preſent the other day, ſhe was 
really very angry. I gather from ſome hints 
ſhe has given me, that ſhe intends: to quit 
the wy She talks a deal of virtue, of de- 
corums 


W 
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Sir, there muſt be ſomething beneath all 


this; for, though I know but little, yet I 


know that black is not ſo eaſily turned white. 
Well, but, my good Martha, is it poſfible 


{Ne can be without a confident ? Nay, nay, 


replied ſhe, I don't ſay that. There is Miſs 


Juliet — Yes — Miſs Juliet very probably 
knows what's going forward. Who is this 


Miſs Juliet? ſaid 1. — Why, Sir, you muſt 
know, ſhe is a young lady that - that - 


What ſhall I ſay? --- A young lady, Sir, 
like my miſtreſs. She is at preſent about 
fifty miles out of town, at the country-houſe 
of a very rich gentleman, with whom ſhe is 
in keeping. She is my miſtreſs's moſt in- 
timate friend, and often writes to her. Nay, 
I know nobody elſe that does write to her; 
which makes me ſo much the more curious to 
know from whom my miſtreſs received a letter 
about three days ago, directed in a different 
hand-writing, I would give a good deal to 
know the contents of that letter, for I am 


ſure it was not, written nor received but with 


ſome particular deſign. Nothing has been 
faid to me about it ; but I am certain there 
is ſomething 1 can't find out at the bottom. 

N | My 


1 1 
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We - My miſtreſs engaged the Marquis to be with 
| her about noon, an hour ſhe never received 
him at before; being the time the poſt- man | 
uſually delivers the letters. He uſed always 
to deliver them to me; but I had orders in 
the morning to ſend him up to my miſtreſs, | 
Now. it happened accordingly that he actu- 
ally came to the door while. the Marquis 
was with her, and delivered the letter into 
Her own hands, when ſhe opefled and read 
it with a great many affected airs ef concern 
and importance. After ſhe had read it, ſhe | 
letvit fall, as it were accidentally, to the 
ground; and ſnatched it eagerly out of the 
the Marquis's hand, as he was picking it 
up. You ſee, Sir, there muſt be ſomething ' 
in all this. That ſhe expected that letter, is 
very certain; what there was in it I know ' 
not; but there is ſome ſcheme in it I am 
poſitive. To-day I found her writing-deſk 
half open; upon which I locked it and car- 
ried her the key: for which ſhe reptimanded 
me for not minding my own buſineſs. But 
I was no ſooner out of the room, than ſhe 
cautiouſly opened it again. I watched her, 
without her ſeeing me, and am ſure it was, 
done with ſome deſign. Well, ſaid I, and 
| | how 
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bew fands your miſtvoſs with the Marquis 
at preſent Oh! Sir, he perfedtly adores 
her, and I really believe, God forgive ms, 
that he has 2 true gflcere for her: For % 
think they call it, When a gentleman puts un 
ſuch an ait of timidity and baſhfulneſs. He 
could not pay more reſpect ta = Dutcheſs ;. 
nor could a Dutchefs have more the air and 
manner of a modeſt woman than Madam 
Leonora, when the Marquis is with her. I 
have not been long in her fervice z her former 
waiting-maid was diſmiſſed, poſſibly becauſe 
ſhe knew too much of what was what.— 
And pray, ſaid I, what is the general cha- 
racter and diſpoſition of your miſtreſs ?—Oh ! 
Sir, replied this communicative Abigail, ſhe 
is far from being ili-natured. Her place is 
eaſy enough, as to that matter; and when 
ſhe has money the is very liberal : She nei- 
ther haggles nor beats down any body's 
price; that I muſt ſay for her. They ſay 
too that the has a great deal of wit; but of 
that I know nothing, as ſhe very ſeldom 
talks with me. She has been, for ſome time 
paſt, much in her reveries, appearing greatly 
anxious and diſturbed, particularly when ſhe 
is alone; but in the company of the Mar- 
quis ſhe puts on always an air- of chearful- 
| Var, I, G neſs 
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don't you think ſne grants him the favour = 
Oh, no, Sir, by no means, I am very cer- 
tain of that. And, indeed, without that = 
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J underſtand the way of theſe ladies, Sir, 
very well; I have ſetved ſeveral of them; 
and, indeed, for the matter of that, their 
money is as good to a poor body as another's, 
] take care to keep myſelf honeſt, Sir, and 
that's ſufficient for me. To be ſure I do 
really love Madam Leonora; ſhe is my 
miſtreſs, and ſo far I know iny duty, Nor 
ſhould 1 ſay as much as I wins, done to any 
body but your Honour: But as you have 
_ aſſured me— And ] ſee it is only with a good 
intention — Beſides, you will take care I ſhall 
come to no harm in the affair. — Yes, reſt 

ſatisfied, Mrs. Martha, about that. | 
. Her tale ſeeming now to be nearly run 
down, I was obliged to wind her up again 
by a freſh proof of my generoſity ; after 
' which ſhe proceeded with new ſpirits, to in- 

form me, that the Marquis ſent Leonora, a 
few days ſince, a magnificent preſent of 
jewels; which ſhe at firſt refuſed, and was 
with difficulty prevailed on, by his reiterated 
intreaties, to accept. That, after having ſold 
as many of them as brought her ſix thouſand 
4 ', _ -. .Hvrew 
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- 'Hvres, ſhe ſent for ſome! poor people of her 
acquaintance, among whom ſhe diſtributed, 
by way of charity, an hundred crowhs ;. as: 
they priyately informed Martha. Theſe: 
miſerable objects came the next day, while 
the Marquis was with her, to expreſs their 
extravagant encomiums on her goodneſs and 
generoſity, that the Marquis was fully _ 
ſuaded ſhe had given them the whole. 
Leonora affected to be very uneaſy at A. 
coming ſo unſeaſonably, though it appears 
that ſhe appointed them, and played off all 
the airs of generoſity and modeſty; com- 
pleating her deſign of giving the Marquis an 
high idea of the beauties of her mind. She 
hath alſo given the ſame people ten louis 
ſince, in order to keep them at her devo- 
tion; artfully taking care not to ſpecify the 
particular ſum ſhe has given them; ſo that 
it is only their appearance of unbounded 
gratitude that hath exaggerated the charity. 
And hence it is, that we can make no uſe of 
this adventure. | 
It ſerves nevertheleſs to ſhew the artful 
character of the woman we have to do 
with. This, Madam, is all I can arrive at 
the knowledge of, at preſent. I have a 
G 2 ; ſtrong 
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_ ſfrrobgiwlinagontg ſeerthis Miſs Juliet; and 
_ witlimmediately inform myſelf farther about 
her. ' F-want'-alſs't6 penetrate the ſecret aff 
the-Jetter-j.f6r' J malt; equaint you with! 


5 


every thing. Fray keep all this a ſeeret, 
however, from the QDunteſs. Vou know hers 


huſband, who is ſtill vary angry; and ſays, 


iß every bad had adtedi aa he has done, the 


much uneaſineſa. His ſiſten, he ſays, has - 


he will have nothing more to do with his 


aſfaits. Hut I know he would be meddling 
again to-morrow ere ee 2 : 


the worſe if be did. 
Phe Caunteſs will lan eee th 
knows altogether a-lecret-from him; it were 


ꝑrudent, therefore, to let har know nothing 


of, the matter. Let me heg af you to keep 
her ignorant, at laaſſ for the preſent; Adieu, 
Madam, pleaſe to, let my mother and ſiſter 
take part with you n af wp. 
tendereſt elne. 


> "FX 2 3. 3" 0» 00 I 422 


q _— _—- » þ 
* 


AA 1 T-T I 88 
"TE Ns SH 3 


1 0's 


e . N 5 


e ee Paris, Jan. 18. 
He ſhall I confeſs my fault, my dear 


Leowota! Butz bw dal Tfuppreſs-the 
emotions which that letter Vour writing- 
deſk {food half open; ;— was alone in the 
xoviny" the ſupetſeription I knew, and could 


mot teftain from teudiitz << Forgive le, Mat 


Leonota! but y0uf Teer e thottaſed tny u- 


+ioſity, if wheu cant; ef my uppre- 
3 you attept the 


_ w5ifct? The anfwer hol gave ine yeſterday, 
| Entburkpts me te think you will Not. hut, 


vod Gd whit a tri Ir you de bot lee 


me to enteſd, 1 am unden! Aare ue of 


your tefuſal But, ua T prevent your Rdp- 


-pineſs? Sha 1 Sppeſe yer manint pour 


fortune Yet, ean 1 denſent to joe yon? 
I em It a ſtate uf defperutlon 4 Theres tiſte 
«back the fatul letesg. Fatal d 1 ly ? 
Ought ſuch an inſtares of ine perfott ho- 
muge paid to-virtaes th h called fatal? Alas 
Leonera; I khew nut What 1 ſayy whht I 


-#thids 


my heart, bly Atüurion is truly de 


G 3 


i 


im, fot what 1 Rear: v4 yes cen 
Horde: Tell indy prey tell md ww i 
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94 LETTER XXV. 
ſtrong inolinatj on iq; ſo this Miſs Juliet; and 
her. Twant alſo t penetrate the ſecret af! 
the letter.; for! 1 fhaltacquaint you with 
_ every thing. Fray keep all this a ſecrets! 
however, tels. Vou know her 
huſband, who is ſtill vary angry; and ſays, 
iß every bad had acted: as he has done, the 
Marquis would nop have given his family o 
much umeaſineſa. His ſiſten, he ſays, has 
ſpoiled him, and therefore he giues him up; 
he will have nothing more ta do with his 
aſfaits. But I know he would he meddling 
again to-morrow ee r n 
the worſe if be did. 

\ Phe Cgunteſa will ln Wen Fr 
knows alzogether: a ſectet tom him; it were 
prudent, therefore, ta let har know nothing 
f the matter. Let me heg of you to keep; 
her ignorant, at laaſt forthe preſent; Adieu, 
Madam, pleaſe to, let my mother and ſiſter 
take part with. you ane of my. 
e rent. 2 
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owe ſhall I confeſs my fault, my dear 
Leonota! Butz Wbwitd#TTuppreſs the 
emotions which that letter »- Your writing- 
deſk {food half open ;— was alone in the 
robm, de ſupetſeription I knew, and could 
mot refrain from teucing << Forpive me, Mar 
Leonota ! but youf Tee thettaſed my c u- 
#iofity, Jadge, if thou early ef my uppre- 
 Hhenſiotis, and my feufvi-Will you aceept the 
offer ? The anfwer you give me yeſterday, 
endburages me te thin you wih no But, 
-£65d GD. wht à trüat f If yo d not doe 
me tu eve, 1 am Undoiie? Are ue of 
your tefuſul Butz ua I prevent your nüp- 


-pineſs? Sha I Sppoſe your mann pour 
fortune! Yet, thi 1 Lohſent to le von 


I am if a ſtate uf Nefperatlon There; tiſte 
«back the fatul letess. Fatal do 1 ſay? 
- Ought ſuch an inſtanee ef ine perfect ho- 
muge paid to virtae, th he walled fatal? Alas! 
Leoneraâ, I Kew nut Wat 1 lay what I 
im, gor what 1 Rear: My been uten 
rends my heart, iy Atüurlon is truly de- 
"Mode: * 
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this heroic, this virtuous, this worthy man, 
who thus offers you his hand. Happy man 


that he can * of it at his * 


9 | | $1035 4: 14 V 27 You 
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482 "Ti ours, Fan. are 
T. contempt, Madam, — which you _ 
returned my paſſion, after having de- 
; . me of all kind of hope, hath at length 
-undeceived me. I thought myſelf affection- 
ate; but I was cruel, I was unjuſt 3” and you 
baniſhed me deſervedly your preſence... How 
| heavily hath the time paſſed away for theſe 
twelve months paſt, that I have endured your 
_ abſence, in this melancholy retreat! Believe 
me, I have ſufficiently expiated the crime of 
not having done juſtice to your prudence. 
Blind as I was, I did not ſee into the cauſe 
of your refuſal. © I took it for the effect of 
caprice, or of hatred; I did not think I was 
' inſulting. you. Shall I confeſs the truth, 
Madam! Your ſituation in life, and the pre- 
judices attending it, would not permit me to 
E the leaſt idea of your being virtu- 
ou. * * had captivated. ee 
* f elires 
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LETTER KXXVIL? 89: 
deſires were ardent; and I would readily have 
ſacrificed to you my whole fortune; but no- 
thing more. But whata ſacrifice would that. 


have been to you! I have been ſince, Ma- 
dam, attentive to your conduct, which hath 


To far confirmed my regard and re 5 
that I ſhall think myſelf happy, i you can 
forgive thoſe involuntary offences which I 
now-bluſh to recollect. I am now ſenſible | 
of that admirable motive on which you acted - 1 
and the ſhocking idea of being odious to you, 
torments me no longer. My manners are 
alſo reformed; it is no longer a baſe ſeducer, 
who offers himſelf to your regard; but an 
honeſt man, more ſenſible even of your vir- N 4 
tues than your charms, who conjures you to 
accept, with his hand, an homage more wor-.. * 
thy, and the'only one he can render to you. 2 
Les, Madam, ſuch is the united effect of my, 
paſſion and your ' virtues. My reſolution i is 
taken. I can diſpoſe of my hand as I pleaſe; 
1 deſpiſe the prepoſſeſſions of the world: 1 
would be happy, and cannot be ſo without 
you. My reputation will be too dearly pre- 
ſerved, if it muſt be made an obſtacle to my 
happineſs. My fortune, conſiderable as it 
is, is but an additional motive for my con- A 
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ſulting only my own inclination. Conſult only 

 youts, Madam, to confirm my happineſsy 

| W nh a tpn * 
ann 
irg; n 5 


1 | IR _ — 8 1 = 


1 E TTER (Xxxvill, 
From ray te * A 
you have been eſſentially dekeient, 905 
not only ts love, but to gosd-manners; 

I refuſed to entruſt you with a ſectet, the 
ſecret of a third perſon, and you have robbed 
me of it, in a manner moſt unworthy of you, 
Ah! Where is virtue? Where is ſincere aſs 
fection, if not to be found in the hearts ef 

_ thoſe, who know fo well how to peak its 
language! 1 do not defite to be made ac. 
quainted with yout motives for ſuch an ae- 
tion; they ate perhaps too injurious to me, 
250 f had rather you alone ſhould have oe 
caſion to bluſh for them. | 

It was, doubtleſs, an act of iniprudecics in 
me, to leave my writing-deſk open; but it 
ought not to ka been ſuch with regard to 
you. Precautions are not taken to ſecure us 
from the good and worthy ; our ſecurity lies 
in their very probity elf, And yet not even 


Love, 
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LETTER XXXVIL 86 
Love, whoſe firſt law efijoins us to reſpect 
the object beloved; could reftrain-your hand · 
I fee nothing in this action of the, Marquis 
de Roſelle; you ate no longet the penſon 
who inſpired me with the pureſt of ſenti- 
ments. — If I thought ++ But, no, I cannot 
think it. I ſee even you have your intervals 

of weaknefs. — I know hot why I find myſelf 
diſpoſed to forgive you. Perhaps my ſelf- 
love is flattered, at ſeeming to you worthy 
of ſome eſteem. Perhaps it is this circum- 
ſtance that will open to you my heart. Ay 
you have taken my ſecret from me, Iwill not 
| conceal from you my reſoliitiotis, You 
doubtleſs have ſome temorſe, but I will not 
_ reproach you. To make you eaſy, I will 
own I forgive you, and will endeavour to 
give you om arent aſſurance on + AN 
Agen 
The * which I have formed of merri- 
age, is that of an obligation too refined and 
| ſacred to be made a mere matter of bargain 
and fale, My preſent ſituation, it is true, is 
contemptible, my family obſcure, and indi- 


gence is terrible. The offer which has been 
made me, would have ſet. me above the wotld, 
above either want or contempt: but not even 


this conſideration can ever engage me to 
avow 
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avow-an afſfection I do not, nor ever eang 
feel. A ſenſe of probity hath ſtifled that af 
ambition. I may poſſibly be deſpiſed by 
others, but I ſhall never be deſpicable in my, 
own eyes, while I can juſtly boaſt of having: | 
deceived no one. Such, my dear Marquis, 
are my ſentiments. My anſwer is made; 
therefore give yourſelf no trouble to enquire 

vho this worthy and unſucceſsful lover is. I 
never can love him, but owe him, never- 
theleſs, eternal N and invio- 

lable 5188 | 5 
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From Ae, . Ferval to Ar. de ren. 


her Waun a1 
: WES, Jan, 1 
FADAM 40 ones; my dear ſan, 1. 
communicated to me your letter. I 
know your heart too well to doubt of your. 
real. We are delighted with it, as truly eſti- 
mable. The ſervice you are engaged in, is 
important, and worthy of a virtuous mind. 
But, my dear Ferval, endeavour to employ, 
in ſo honeſt a deſign, only honeſt means. It 
is always diſagreeable to have recourſe to ſuch. 
as are otherwiſe; I choſe myſelf to mention 
n 8 


1 


LETTER MAX. gr 
to you this circumſtance. I am ſenſible that 
Leonora merits no kind of reſpect, but you 1 
ſhould act towards her with juſtice. This . 
is an indiſpenſible conſideration we owe to 
_ every one ; and is certainly-broken through 
dy your corrupting her domeſticks. I know 
the circumſtances, in which you find your- 
ſelf, ſeem to authorize this proceeding : But, 
my dear ſon, rather redouble your aſſiduity, 
and apply only to thoſe, with whoſe aſſiſtance 
you may not reproach yourſelf. You will 
think, perhaps, my delicacy, in this particu- 
lar, a little too refined: I hope not; that de- 
licacy, my ſon, ariſes only from a ſenſe of 
probity.— If you could find means, indeed, | 
to ſee that Juliet you ſpeak of—But I know 
too little of the matter to enter into your de- 4 
ſigns. It is very certain nothing can redound 
more to your honour, than the confidence 
hi ch Madam de Narton and the Counteſs 
de St. Sever have placed in you. I am as 
certain, alſo, that it could not be better pla · 
ced. The dangers, into which you ſee the 
blind attachment of the Marquis has betray- 
ed him, ought to increaſe your own deteſta- 
tion againſt vice; as the ſteps you are taking 
to reclaim him, ought YO OT Wee 
.ments to bind 18. to virtue. 
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ares you ef ber friendſhip, and your fiftetk 
ol their kindeſt affections. You well knol 
9 SA e ge GLEN HOES of 
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I no h repug aner; my dea mochet, 


2 am 6bliged to eniploy : But the petulinr 
execution of ny plan for taking my bh 


2 16 this: But, With- 
ot the aſfiſtanite 6f Martha; cbtthd 1 eer 


ay wie ie Mag" what Hght may he 


Perfectly arquaiiifed with def deſighs; if We - 
b to obſefve 4 little Arkfül unange- 
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Abtes, my child; Madam de Narton af. 


1 rom Ae rp bis Mit * 
Pai, — 


oh A Pg 


than yourſelf,” to make tiſe bf ſuch meum 


nature bf the affair, and — ——ů— 
an the; require it. Be aſſured, that in the 


n 8 
I auld with, wich all "my Toll, 


Hav& procuted a fight of the ts letters from 
Juliet, ch 1 have copied and fertt You? 
1 could tit poffibly keep the briginals; you 


town, by He others, of the Whole con- 
#v&t of Ledhora: Tou will ſbon Vecvitle 


ment. 


__ ETHEL os: 
| cane; Vice would have tos much to boaſt 


of, if Virtue were only to employ againſt it: 


thoſe means which might be authoriged by 
the ſevereſt auſterity,” Fhere are occaſions 
on which the goodneſs of the end may ex- 


cuſe, if not juſtify the means. I have been 


able to make no farther diſrovery than the 
incloſed letters, for. this week paſt. + Phe 
Marquis ſees no company; but ſpends his. 
time either in regretting the fhort viſits 
Leonora permits him to make. her, or in. 
wiſhing to repeat them, that- he- may again- 


tirely engroſſed by this one object. He hath- 
quarrelled with his friend Valville ; which. 


is matter of great triumph to Leanora,. uo 


zs therefore highly delighted with it. But 
L haſten to finiſh my own; letter, in ordert 
that you may peruſe thoſe af Miſs Juliet. 
May I beg of you to pay my profaundaſt o 
ſpects to Madam de Narton. My ſiſters ane 


ſenſible how much I love them. Inelaſed 


are the new ſongs they aſked: for. Permit 


me, dear mother, to repeat the CE N 


my tendereſt love and reſpect. 


"LEY 


indulge the fame regret. His mind is en- 
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From hu to me n in as pre 
e 0 ee f 1 
+} | Dec. 18. 

OUR Wag e muſt be a moſt 


ſtrange kind of creature. To be ſure, 
you manage him well; but are you certain 
that his paſſion is of a nature to bear the 
mortification of your refuſals? This is what 
I am afraid of. Accept, therefore, all his 
preſents; put as decent a face on the matter 
as you will; but ſtill I fay, refuſe nothing- 
Go affairs as they will, theſe are ſo much 
clear gain. I am very ſorry I cannot fend 
you little Bizac, as he is at preſent bound to 
the. chariot of a rich, old, fooliſh-widow, in 
this country, who is ridiculouſly in love 
with him. He cannot leave this prize, 
without running the hazard of loſing all the 
time and trouble he has been at to gain its 
In a word, his fortune depends on her. It 
is a pity | That artful Gaſcoon would have 
perſonated to the life the unfortunate, virtu- 
ous, reſpectful,.generous rival of your booby 
Marquis. Can I be any other way ſervice- 
able to you? Your adventure is really ſin- 
gular. For my part, I never had the art 


| LET ER Ä 95 _ 
© thus to captivate ſuch young and ,unexperi- 
-- enced hearts. My old lover is a formidable 
creature, jealous, tyrannical, 'troubleſome, 
and brutal ; I have been mortified todeath for 
theſe three months that I have been here : 
but he makes me conſiderable preſents, and 
therefore I bear with him. It is neceſſary 
to make proviſion againſt "the winter. I 
have a longing deſire to ſee your little Mar- 
quis. It muſt be very pleaſant to hear him 
offer his eftcem?—For heayen's ſake, where 
did be get that word ? It muſt ſound very 
ſtrange to you, at firſt! Poor boy! I am 
abſolutely in love with him, he is ſo very 
fooliſh ! But you will teach him wit, and it 
is but juſt he ſhould pay for his learning. 
He ſets out a dupe, and will finiſh his ſtu- 
dies a knave. It is the way of the world. 
Farewell, you little huſſy, I have not let 
Bizac into your ſecret, becauſe he could be 
of no uſe to you. I am wild, but I have 
nevertheleſs ſome little diſcretion. Adieu. 


— 
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And thou dof iptend, my dear, if chou can 


rt XI. 


ing 
to marry this Marquis It muſt be owned, 


. you do very well; for, at the worſt. you 


riſk nothing, if you ſhould not ſueceed. Be- 
tween ourſelves, however, how can you 
think of playing the dull, moping part of a 
modeſt woman? It will be a high comedy. 
We ſhall ſee how you. will ſhine in it. I 


| love dearly to ſee you gat upon the high» 


ropes of quality. If you ſucceed, you will 
be the heroine of our whole:company,. Who 
knows how far your example - Yes, there 
are 2 number of fools, who only wait to be 
taught how to make themſelves ridiculous, 
In time theſe extraordinary tkings will be- 
come ſo common, that nobody will take no- 
tice of them; it is juſt as we are recon- 
ciled to people's faces who. are ugly. At 
times even my old ape amuſes me, Thoſe 
1 I are but few and ſhort, indeed: But 
what 
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What can I do Every: body was not born 
for great adventures; as you ae. See what 
it is to poſſeſa at once benuty, wit, and for 
titude. I have long known your extragrdi- 
nary talents ; and yet, notwithſtanding that 
you quite aſtoniſh me. Proceed, carry yout 
point if-poſfible 3 yaw may command mein 
any thing. Vour intereſts are mine. I have 
carefully copied the letter you ſent me, and 
have diſpatched jt ſafely to the poſt-houſe 
at Tours. I did not chuſe to put it in here, 
ſo near; the diſtanct of Touts, the greatneſs 
of that eity, and all together, will ferve the 
better to amuſe the reader. This letter will 
certainly be with you by Thurſday: noon; 
ſo manage your matters accordingly. I hope 
you will. acquaint me with the effect of this: 
little artiſice. If I were in your place; how 
ever, I would make ſure of ſomethiug before 
I quitted the Opera. For, after all, that ſiſter 
of his, that Valville too, and all theſe people, 
may find means to cool the Marquis e6u=- - 
rage. Think what an affair it will be fer 
him to marry thee. I fay again, however, 
fear nothing from me; I ſhall ſay nothing 
to Bizac, whoſe hands ate ſufficiently full 


with his widow, He hath already got above 


twemtythouſand-livres from her; which is 
Vol. I. H much 
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much better for him han the protection of 
La Roche. But, now we are on the ſubjet 
of La Roche, what if he ſhould relate his 
ſtory to the Marquis? You ſhould take pars 
ticular care, if poſſible, to prevent their 
meeting. You have dope wiſely in prevent- 
ing it hitherto. Adieu, my dear, forget not 


4 5 T T E R XII. 
Hun n de Narton e Ferval | 
| | FVarennes, Feb: * 
| Ar kl, Sir, we * very clearly into 
the deſign of Leonora; but this de- 
ſigte is terrible. Poor Madam de St. Sever! 


What would become of her, if the knew 
all ? I ſhall take care not to let her ſee the 
danger. Hex grief would betray the ſecret, 
and her huſband would ruin every thing. 
Put every ching in practice to prevent this 
triumph of vice, and be a little above the 
ſcruples ſuggeſted by your good mother; 
which I ſhould regard myſelf, however, up- 
on any other occaſion. What raſhneſs there 
is in the projects of that wretched Leonora? 
* can lay down: no fixcd ** but 9 
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LETTER tv. 90 
be directed by eircumiſtances ; I am certain 
you will take every occaſion 3 
them. The moſt valuable intereſts of an 
honourable family are now in your hands. 
What a credit it is for a perſon of your age 
to merit ſo much eſteem as to be charged 
with ſo nice a truſt |. Go, from time to time, 
I beg of you, to comfort my unhappy friend. 
I again repeat that I ſhall tell her nothing. 
Adieu, Sir; depend on it I ſhall never for- 
n _—_— LOT —_ e FIN 
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From Madam de Saint-Sever ts Madem de | 
| Narton. we 
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* Paris, Feb. 20, 
T HAVE n not once 4 my brother, my 
dear friend, ſince what happened about 
two months ago. I have gathered from his 
people, that he keeps no company, except 
that woman, whom he hath viſited more 
frequently than ordinary within this week. 
I know not what paſſed between them yeſ- 
terday, but the Marquis returned from her 
lodgings in a great agitation, He paſſed. 
the night in walking backwards and for- 


Wards in his chamber; and having written 
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1060 LEH TER Mn. 
to her this morning, her Aer Wen 
into all the apprarunces of great 'diſtreſs; 
Her ſervants ſay; that when my brather 
came into that cregture's apartment: yeſter« - 
day, {he was dreſſed in a ſtudied deſhabille 
and ſeated on a couch, Ipaning backwards | in 
a very ſeductive attitude. The kind of de 
ſpair he was in laſt night, and which he 
could not conceal from his domeſtics, made 
them think that Leonora wüs ſick. On 
their enquiry, however, this morning, her 
woman told them ſhe was very well. Were 
it poſſible, my dear, that ſome miſunder- 
ſtanding between them ſhould proteed to a 
rupture But I dare not flatter myſelf ſo far. 
' You have heard, without doubt, that Ma- 
dam de St. Albin is married to Baron d'Orbe. 
This wedding has farther. increaſed my cha- 
gtin. I cannot help regretting: the WAS not 
deſtined for my unhappy brother. But at 
preſent we have only to think how we max 
extricate him from the danger he is in. E 
am very much obliged to Mr. de Feryal, for) 
the pains he hath taken; but I fear he may 
be diſguſted at meeting with ſo many obſta- 
cles. Has he any hopes of ſucceſs? It is to 
me aſtoniſhing that he knows ſo little of my 


| n conduct. 1 know more of it __ | 
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ner r what ye have told ne, f his 
mother und 3 1 eannot but ehink 48 
ha in & 

2 Uni Adleu, my ones | 
defire Madam de Ferval to join her int 

with ours, to engage her ſon to be afliduous 
in this affair; He le very deſerving, and hath. 
much conſideration for me but I fear he does 
not pirſue'this buſitieſs cloſely. But let not 


his mother know of theſe why apprehenſions. 
Nr 10 P „5201 G3 g 
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ee pee et Fi, Feb: 19. 

(xy EL. creature T You forbid me then | 

to fee you! Unhappy as 1 am, what 
crime have I committed? bile but that of 
loving you to b Aae f But how can 1 
love thee otherwife? Forbid me to ſee you! 
If thus you choſe to return my affiduity and 
tenderneſs, ought | you to carry your barba- 
rity ſo far as to increaſe my paſſion till I am 
no longer maſter of myſelf? Canſt thou 
think, my adorable girl, has I can ever fail 
in point of reſped to yo? No, -my dear | 
Leonotag even yeſterday, "In that fatal mo- 
5 . 
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me to — Did you not tben ſee the ſhame, 
Freunde, the tetrible confuſion, into 
which your reproaches threw me I even 
adore that virtue which. reduces me to deſpair, 
I fwear - to you, by all chat is ſacred; that] 
never more will 'offend-your modeſty ; but 
do not deprive me of the 3 
have left, the pleaſure of ſeeing uu. Con: 
| fider, my divine \charmer, conſider that my 
life depends on it. I have ſacrificed, als] 
every thing to Leonora. You required me 


to break with Valville: it is done. 1 50 
longer continue to ſee my ſiſter; my dear, 
my affectionate ſiſter. How unhappy !' 0 
fatal paſſion! terrible conneQions | F — 

| f-rgive, my dear Leonora; thy Jove.; 
| yet make me happy; deign to return 
paſſion), to ſee me again, and I will forget 
all the reſt of the world, For maphing, in of 

any Soulogpenes to me but . 040 200 
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2 Fin Leonora Wo. the Marquis,” 


/ 


8 E Paris Feb. 20, 55 
Neo. Sir, it is ipohble for me to ſee 
you without danger. I ſee it, I trems 


lle seit, and will never expoſe myſelf le 
"35; 8 N | 


ett. A Goes ls hs 
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to illuminate my ſoul.— Enquire not hat 


without fortune but without remorſe, 1 ſhalt 


„rA n ws 


le — 1 do love you This is the 


firſt time 1 haxe made thaticonfelfion; and 
it ſhall be the laſt, I will ſee you no more. 
It is indeed a conſiderable ſacrifice I mae 
but it is what 1 owe to virtue. After ſuch: 
an unhappy trial. can I. without 8 criminal 
temerity, depend on that reſerve you pro- 
miſe? It is impoſſible. Believe me, my dear 
Marquis, believe me, it coſts me not a little 
to keep you from me, to tear you from my 
heart. —But, forget this fatal love, ſuppreſs 


if. waeg:ebde lene” —— 
is the only good I have leſt: rob me not 
of chat. Tie back" your” preſents;' Tea 
keep none of them; but my heart wil ever” 
retain the grateful reme! er id b 
were once beſtowed. A ray of light t wy 


I am going to be. I take my leave of- the 
Opera. Ah! why did Tnotleave it foonpr'! 
Wrapt up in my innocence and obſcurity, 


be able to ſubſiſt on my labour, without 
ſtanding in need of the perſidious preſents of 
men. The difficulty I ſhall have in accuf- 
toming myſelf to a liſe of labour and ſoli- 
tudes „ 
| 7 4 faults 
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3 which the <ordielon do hies hav 
been bred muy here ehated me to conimilt/” 
My eonftience It pure! let ene de. bun 
from my heart the image of & tm 1 huet 
loved tov well j and mayſt thoutriumph over” 
- your paſſion in e münmmer. RUE. 
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Yom MH. de'Ferval to Mada m dc de Warts N 
Er near 5 


on. 14 
3 Nhe HH t n e 
AY ING: heard that the Marquis leſt 
the apartments of {Ltobors HE nights] | 
* un air of deſparatian; I ptocured an 
audiende of Mrs. Martha to-day, in order 
know if there as any tikelibood, of u Twp! 
ture, and the oc cation of the M nixls cha- 
grin, Mrs. Martha's in Hhati on a,, 
lows.: Ever f ne the affzir of the fotieg, the 
Nerquis has gen ure frequent An his 
ſits chan bethreß ſometimes ſpending the 
whole day wich. Leonora j of whom he. ſoems 
more fond than every while on her pant ae 
Iboks ill handfomer every day takinig all 
the pains in the werkdite ſet herſelf by b 
_ dreſs. In hots! fays Martha, werhavenow! 


DEER Hes Res, Tue pomingen 
2 hand- 
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ay un I recollect— ae, whit 


me threw a cloak ovor het hoalders, butts 


* * 3 


ue . Y 
an hour. And this —— 
affectation — very "modeſtly covering the 


25 it wete by avcident/” Vemetimes the 4s 
rquis comes 
in j ven ſhe plays off all Her 8 + 
and premeditated miſtakes, which — whit 


Sven to voluptuouſnefs the charms mad 
* : the Marqals fays. Tu mut 


know, that he caught her yeſterday before 
juſted her tucker, hen in Raste 


looſdly, that I who ſtood behiad ber ehafr 
preſentiy law it ſlipping down behind, and 


would uccordingly have drawn it up pently 


on her ſhoulders again. But ſhe, perceiving 


my deſign, turned herſelf tiaftily about, unt 
let it drop off entirely. O horrible? 44 


ſhe, riſing up in ſeeming confuſion ; und g 


ſtriving modeſtly to nde her neck with her 
band, pretended , lock about for a band 


kerchief. It was to no purpoſe that I offered 


ker the cloak; ſhe kept ſtill chiding me, till 


recovering, as it were, from ber ſurprizes; . 


Senne 
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| To tbe mean time the Marquis almoſt de- 


youred. her with his eyes... Soon after, ue 
complained of the head Nadine 


ſhe had need of reſt, the Marquis left her. 
As ſoon as he Was gone, ſhe new-drefled 
herſelf in a moſt raviſhing undreſs, putting 
on an agreeable cap tied with a roſe- coloured 
ribband, a bed-gown of roſe- coloured taſſe - 
ty, ornamented with white lace, and a pet- 
ticoat of the ſame ;. in ſhort, her whole dreſs - 
vantage. Never did I ſee any thing ſo pret - 
ty; n 
— — hrandbrehis 5 
look of languiſhment which I obſerved. her 
ptactiſe in the glaſs, + An air of tenderneſs, 
diffuſed over her whole countenance, made 
her indeed altogether charming. I don't 
know whether you know her ſmile; but it 
is enchanting. Her very fine leg is ſeen alſo 
to great advantage in this undreſs. She was 
a long time at her toilette; after which ſne 
ſeated herſelf upon a ſofa, reclining on a heap 
| of 
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of cuſhions; an attitude that diſplayed her 


tween them, but of à ſudden; her bell rang 


at her feet, in a ſtrange kind of confuſion, 


| Stay i in the anti- chamber, Martha, fays ſhe. 


And you, Sir, ſpeaking to the Marquis, 
pleaſe to be gone. I went out, and ſo could 


not hear diſtinctly what paſſed; but ſhe talked | 
much of inſult, of being ſurpriaed, and ſo 
forth ; to all which. the Marquis replied, only 


by ſighs... In about a quarter of an hour he 


took his leave, croſſing the anti- chamber wu 


his handkerchief up to his eyes. I obſerved 
him alſo as he went out, liſt up one of his 
hands to heaven, and cry out pathetically, 


Unhappy ar I am! 1s it poſſible! Aer, his de- 


parture my miſtreſs ſeemed very thoughtful 
and diſturbed, and ſat down to write a letter. 
This is very certain, that ſhe. this day quit- 
ted the Opera. The Marquis. ſent to her 
again to-day ; ſhe was in her cloſet, where 
I-watched her without being ſeen, while ſbe 
read his letter. In the peruſal of it, ſhe ſhook 
her head two or . times, with an air of 


much | 


hands and arms to perfection. Then order- 
ing me to ſhut the windew-euttain, Ie 
diſmiſſed. It was nat long before the Meer- 

quis returned. I know;not what palled he. 


violently. I ran up, and found the Marquis 


—— 


been, ſhe ſeemed not to have any inelinution 
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much concern, ending it with the Ec 
tion, Oh he mißt come hither again ; "he will 
bv here again. Having given this letter a5 
rhef reading, ſhe called for pen and ink, And 
—— cn A was a long time, 
Very dong time in wri 2 the anſwer? 1 
beard — degan her over again ſeveral 
times. At length, however, the ſent it; "This 
is MT Kno, Sir, er che adrenture and 
am not ſuch a fool but I can ſee. Go, g 
ſhe does nothing withont having x defigh in 
it. That head-ich yefterdzy, and o mit 
 Wouble in dtegiag! 1 Ene — 10 dm 
Tedious 28 Mrs. "Martha's  hiffory hüd 


e t. T obliged, therefore, to 
make ufe of the fame means to obtaltt her H. 
Jence, as Thad done to make her cpeak ; by | 
giving her ſome ſolid proofs of my gratitijuls, 
Upon Which, dropping me 4 curt ſey, he 
reaſſüred me that I Hhoufd always find Her 4 
woman of her word, for that 51 never knew 
what it was to decche any one. So, pro- 
mifirig to let me Know the ifue of this ade 
venture, we parted! © © 
v News muſt be confeſſed, that this Leonota * 
artful woman. I pity che Marquly 
— 98 1 am afraid— but 1 malt fee 
HI Juliet 
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Juliet one of theſe days; ſhe is expected here 
directly. That Bizac, ſhe ſpeaks of, is an 
adventurer of an agreeable figure enough. 
Leonora aſſiſts him, only becauſe ſhe once 

- admired him; ſue preſented him to La Rache 
as het relation, and he gave him ſome little 
employ z of which he has deprived bim a- 
gain ſince his rupture with Leonora. This 
fellow, it ſeems, has got into the good graces 
of a fooliſh old woman, whom he is bringing 
to ruin as faſt as he can. He is one of- Leo 
nora's beſt friends; but Juliet only is her 
confident, Vou ſee, Madam, it is impoſſibbla 
to get better information. I have not endea 
voured to ſee the Marquis of late. It era 
to no purpoſe, as I am certain he is mort gaſ⸗ 
ſionately in love than ener. I do' my beſt, 
however, to conſole Madam de St. Sever,” 
and to conceal from her every thing that 
might increaſe her chagrin. Her apprehen- 
ſions and uneaſineſs greatly affect me. She 
is really a moſt reſpectable woman; and her 
huſband wants only a little diſeretion, and a 
little wit, to be a very polite man; but I am 
greatly afraid of his intermeddling in this a- 
fair. Adieu, Madam, I hope you never will 
haye any occaſion to regret the confidence! 


with * „H 
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HERB is the monſter: ſo ſavage" as 
wd reſiſt ſo many charms ! 1 ſhould, 
bluſh for myſelf if I re not vanquiſhed; 
Am I then dear to you, my adorable girl? - 
Is it for my ſake you have diſdained to a- 
cept an offer that would have made -yout 
fortune ? Have you done this for me, and 
ſhall 1 ſee you plunged into indigence and 
miſery-? Is this the price — Your virtue, 
ſil} more powerful than your love, baniſhes 
me for ever. — | have indeed too well de- 
ſerved thjs treatment; but let me intreat 
you, my dear Leonora, to forget; to forgive. 
Let the gift of my hand repair the errors 
my "tranſports have committed. Deign to 
accept of my hand, and be the happineſs of | 
my life. A ſeeret but Jawful union fhall 
join our hearts for ever; and we will enjoy 
the pureſt happineſs in the midſt of virtue 
and pleaſure. Forgive, my dear girl, the 
precautions which I owe to my name and 
family, to the prejudices of mankind; - Un- 
happy prejudices ! Theſe only have hitherto 
—_ 5 255 juſtice. Ah! 
* why 


LET T 1 x XIX. rt 
cannot I acknowledge you for my wife 
in the: face of che whole Name This 
would be a noble triumph for thy virtue z 
but let the affection and tenderneſs of th 
huſband ſupply the place of that rank 
thoſe honours which are ſo juſtly your due. 
O my Leonora] how terribly am I affected 
Will you not permit me to ſee you to-day? 
I will not offend your delicacy, by ſaying 
any thing of the ſituation, of which I give 
you the ftrongeſt aſſurance. Your beauty, 
my dear girl, your virtue, my own love, my 


A — and —— — 
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en nn to the Marquis.” 
n. Feb; Ly 
1 — ſenſible, 8 as An my dear Mar- 
quis, of the value of that ſacrifice you 
are willing to make me. My heart is pene- 
trated with gratitude ; but it is not ſeduced 
by. that generous offer, which I cannot, 
which I ought not to accept. My fortune 
is too cruel, perhaps; but I was not born for 
you. I know that you can never avow-ſuch 
An The diſtance nn, 
| us, 
/ 


eſteem, my gratitude; ſuch is the pages; we 


2 = 


us, the profeſſion. it meas. ny; Tifortungty. 
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be brought up to, in ſhorty every ching: oy 
poſes ſuch an avπ]·]ͥl. And how ſhall Lexs 
23 to the, inevitable danget of 
Trees. union ? No, my dear Marga 1 
auld prefer i even the ſtveruſt 
indigence, to ſuch u-tate of mortification! 
What ſhould I not ſuffer from the reſſectiom 
chat in me the world deſpiſed your wife, and 
that the ſecret you would: be obliged to:ikeep 


authorized that contempt. / Vou would ſoon 
experience what reaſon you would habe to 
pluſh for ſuch an union; as the meanneſe 


of my condition would debaſe yours: :{Youl 


relations, your friends, the public, ignorant, 


or pretending to be ignorant of your matri- 


age, would throw out ſuch animadvetſions on 
your conduct, as you would feel by ſo. much 


the more ſeverely, as you would be deſtitute 
of the means to evade them. How, would 
all this embitter both your life and mine? 
Our misfortunes might extend, indecd, Nil 
farther. Renaunce, therefore, myidear Mar- 
quis, ſuch impracticable project Forget 


your fatal paſſion, and let us never ſee ent 
other more. Never, do I ſay l, And can rt 
pronounce that word? Cruel fortune 1. 


L ſhould not merit, however,” thoſe ſenti- 
fv br | ments #. 


* 


: you to thinds of ir on the dN of marriagd. 
You ars ſenſihle, alas | bow | 
power to dev mand. Wretebed os Ln ; 


wal. Þca._ Ai Gs 


| Had I been born — But ſuppreſs that ſuppo- 
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is done, my dear „ Robelle; tho' I ſhould 
die with grief, tho? | ſhould incur: your 
knw: my reſolution is taken. Permit me to 


give you an example of fortitude. I wil 


neyer accept the hand of a man, who ſhould 
bluſh at being thought my huſband. Not 
poverty, nor death itſelf, can appear ſo ter- 
rible to me as ſuch à ſtate of humiliation. 


ſition. Baniſh even the idea of I ; 


"whom you will ſee no more. Think me 
dead to you, and you . ſhall live eternally in 
my heart. — What have, I ſaid ? Unfortu- 
nate creature If you have found any virtues 
in my conduct; if I have, in any degree, 
merited your eſteem, have ſome regard to 
thoſe misfortunes you have brought on me. 
Ceaſe to diſturb my repoſe; I will pay ä due 


regard to yours. Expect no other anſwer. 
Adverſity hath given me courage; do thou 
- follow my example. Alas |. what compari- 
ſon is there between your ſituation and mine?! 
Four rank, your fortune, your youth, preſent 
Lay with * proſpect of fans = 
* — 
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futurity : for me, withoutreſources; without 


fortune, without friends But I will not 


proceed in the picture. Adieu, my dear, my 


too ſuſceptible Marquis; this is the laſt let- 


ter I ſhall write you, being myſelf afraid of 
that tenderneſs which it is my duty to reſiſt. 


Alas I how ſhall I be able to do it? For: 


you, indeed, the honourof having overcome 
— of having ſacrificed to your 
name and famlly what you conceived: to be 
your happineſs, that honbur which ſo many 

indemnify you for the ſacrifice you haet 
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haven Juſt been to ſee him. Good Wy} 

ſupport me. — I am quite overcome. Mr. 
In ll ee _ denen . 
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brother is lorextremely in, my dear 
friend, that his life is in danger. —1 * a 


\ 


Fog 
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* 2 Madam, of: 
fte extremity to which our den No-. 
ſells! is reduced: / Abaut four days after the 
ſeent which paſſed. hangs her and the 


L ayw not) dey kim in dh. * 
fall ſanſsleſs to the ground, while the bloody 
thrown violently upwards to his head, ſmale 
led the veſſels about his throat, and almoſt 
fuſfocated him. nnn 
# rom I 
he 8 | 
times. an e ve etna 
vighat 5. ig. We tranſports of which he 
called. en times. op Ln 
Nux. had. that. approached: him. for 4 
ame, bis paroxyine are longs read: 
k him yeſterday. eypning ; when L. n. 
him wore trangyil, the fit was gane af and, 
| He had very little feyer : but he was extrem 
e Fang 
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H hath been very ill ma all-night, 
The Counteſs, having aſked the Phyſician's 
opinion, thought at neceſſary for her to think 
of * her drother to prepare for the 
worſt. With this view, that worthy ſiſter, 
muſtering up her whole == 6 Pann placed her- 
ſelf by the fide of his bed, as he came out of 
one of his fits, and, taking him affection- 
ately by the hand, aſked him how he found 
himſelf? Very poorly, ſaid he; I _— 
my dear ſiſter, that J am dangerouſiy ill. I 
hope, brother, replied ſhe, your caſe is not 
quite deſperate, if we take care; your yduth 
and the goodneſs of your conſtitution are 
powerful reſources. Your illneſs, to be ſure; 
is dangerous, and may vary every moment 
the leaſt trouble or agitation may affect you 
much. —I have a great deal to do, ſiſter, and 
lam by no means tranquil. An entire ſub» 
miſſion, brother, to the will of the Supreme 
Being, a perfect confidence i in his goodnels, | 
a Clear conſcience — Nay, mine reproaches 
me only with foibles; but, my dear ſiſtet, 
do you believe that —1 believe, my dear 5 
friend, * that God will reſtore you. to gur 
prayers; but I think it is of him only, you 
will obtain that — of Which Auen . 
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but lick, — Alas, {aid he, I ſhould never re- 
gret the loſs of life, if — You ſhould be re- 
conciled, brother, to part with it, whenever © 
it is the will of God. A perfect reſignation | 
to the decrees, of Providence is neceſſary to, 
all; but it is the duty of a Chriſtian — 
Alas] my lifter, other cauſes OI trou- 
ble not Ibartelf, my dear friend, about * 2 
ching Re what relates to beaven; turn 
your thoughts from all other objects. —Abl. 
may 1 can I do this Tes, by affiſtance 
from above. —And do you think, ſifter, I 
am going to die? Do you really think Þ * 
Anſwer me. — I hope, brother, you Will 
not die; ; but God only knows. — Am 1 
then in danger ? = have been, at 
may fall again into the ſame diftreſs. — The 
will of Heaven be done, replied he; I have 
a great many affairs to ſettle. I defire— 
Yes, you, my ſiſter, will be my executrix 
I will entruſt you to fulfil my deſires - 
I hope, my dear brother — Heaven preſerve. 
me from that misfortune ; but, if it ſhould 
happen, you may depend on me -I do de- 
pend on it. — A fainting fit now ſeizing 
him, interrupted this intereſting converſation, 
He recovered by degrees in about half an 
rr TT To 
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to, undertake ' this ' alarming tepreſetititioni. 
Medien, and conlidence arc never. mbie.ii- 
diſpenhbly neceſſary than on this occalivn, | 
aver, which was ſhorter and milder than the 
| r 
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| preceding, ſeemed deſnoas of tui to his 
ſiter again about his affairs, and of rette vb 
himſelf of ſomething lying on hie tolwfeſemcs, 
His fifter, however, interrupted nim. You 
r wary derer faid the, —— 
deut, 1 and ear nothing; T wilh hs 
— — hel 
the fame danger I fall perceive It; my dear 
brother, and will give you timely actice. au 
You ptothife ſo to do, — Yes, I do.—1 
fraft ftave a conſiderable to make, — 
Sir, ſaid fie, tavrithg to the Phyſickun, d 
think it ſafe for my brother ts w, 


be vety thiprutthe te pur Hüten Mun a 
Well, then, fer, ſaid Refeltey 
Twin tell ir you=-IF Would de, indess 
there would be no occaſion for w writtew 
teſtament with you, But yout Walbainl, 
Mr. de St. Sever 1 will auſwer for bins 
as well as for myſelſ. = Bit pertraps, fiftesys 
_ to you worthy of it. Alas, becher 1 
mould be fo unhappy as to Have ſuc w 
mournful duty to difcharge; you may 0 
ſured 1 fhall reſpect only your intentiams, 


dale your gift n ee enn 
am 


no means, replied the Docter; d 1 


— —_ 


1 L. ET PER LMH. 
Ian not inſenſible of the regard which u 
due to the dying requeſts of — Here the 
tears burſt from her eyes; her heart was tog 
full to proceed. The Marquis raiſed his 
head with difficulty, and, ſeeing, her ſitua· 
tion, gently preſſed her hand, While both 
Eee e e, in affectionate 
ſilence, till at length the Marquis fell into a 
gentle ſleep. I now prevailed on the, oun- 


ele ide repoſe. Re | aa 
| March Pit. * 


4 V E R * thing. * favourable, 
r the Phyſician gives us great hopes. The 
fever is much abated ſince the ſine ſleep the 
Marquis got yeſterday, He had a return of 
the fit, however, to- night, but his tranſports 
were not ſo violent. In his delirium he kept 
conſtantly calling out on Leonora. I could 
only diſtinguiſh her. name, blended in- 
atticulately with the words, religion — hos. 
now — love, and ' ſometimes my Her — my 
dear ſiſter —forgeve — fargrve me — virtue, 
— &c. His agitation. was very great in pro- 
nouncing theſe words; tho' the fit did not 
laſt long. He has been very tranquil this 
morning: Mr. de St. Sever does not ſtir 
from the anti- chamber. He has even inſiſted | 
on coming into the room; but as the Mar- 

n "quis 
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2 pos 


afraid * preſence now might diſconipoſe. 
him too much. We dare not admit him 
therefore as yet; which is a circumſtance 
that adds to the embarraſſment of the Coun- 


teſs; who ſupports the fatigue of being; 


ſtrictly ſpeaking, her brother's ace: ; 


4 5 103 


pen ent. —_ _ aſſiduiĩty. 


38 N 2 N 2 | «1 *. 8 N 


5 jt — * 1 * . 


"HAVE Laie you, Madam, | 
thatthe Count de St. Sever was an invincible - 


Marplot, and that he would be perpetually 


doing miſchief, tho' meaning well? The 


patient had paſſed a tolerable night; his fit 


was till ſhorter and leſs violent than that of 


yeſterday. Ateight o'clock this morning he 


was in a profound ſleep. The Counteſs, as . 
well as myſelf, had fallen to fleep alſo, from 
the fatigue of having been kept awake for 
ſeveral preceding nights. Mr. de St. Sever 


ſeized this opportunity to come into the 


chamber; when, puſhing the ſervants aſide, 


he ran to the bed, and haſtily throwing open 


the curtains, ſuddenly awakened the poor 
Marquis, who ſtarted up, while the Count 


addreſſed him, with great concern and yoci- 
* ferouſneſs: 


| 


1 
4 4 
— — 2 


% LETTER Hm 
werfe: „ Good möhing to my good 
friend; Whaty wonld you dot let me tos 

put La fue I love you 2 if you wete 
not who wi ſpeaking en 
end dt nd noi we fan to the wu Bleſs 
rhe Sir faid Madam de 81. Geber ivy 
could you be i imprudent as to wake him? 


What, was he aſleep ? — Yes —I am 


| Jonger without eng 


Lene in at ſuch an improper time 
rr ' o bre 
proper feaſen 7 Then; 16 d Mat 
ute, he went on: * Well dot t tat 
® amiſe; 7 ond de. conn myTelf un) 
I any 6bliged 
to your ftir your Ende Teure the Vier 
quis, very 16 and feed. Why, ven 
— eo Gone faith bunte Your 


—— 
— pd ce 
old Butyukty; 1 | 
Ke ny Ba ad tHe Oda 
he hatt tor” td "of che RR 
returned Ne, ri6thi#g ; bit 
_ Mis 1 KO kn ſhot, und, Jou-have 
been very ift, erp iy ge yi oer M 
0 as of ti or fe 


wy a 6 
thut 
tes; 
Nay, 


had 
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a CT 
| Well, I hope now your follies wil tywe am  - 
end. I took it much to heart that you was 
offended with me, you. late. rebel, you z 
but Fill I canpat halp losing o. == + > 
During this diſcourſe,” the Counteſs made 
all the ſigns ſhe could, wo put a ſtap to 163 
but to It ens at length inter. 
ruptece by-the-agrivak ofthe Phyſician, who, 
Sang us all round the: hed, concluded: the 
patient. was grown. wore, Ha found: him, 
in falt, a-good deabfluttered ; but, being in- 
formed af the occafion, thought proper to 
make us all:retire, At this, the Count was 
diſpleaſed, and faid the Doctor was an ig- 
norant pretender.z offering to fetch two or . 
three Bmpirigty, tom be has taken it into | 
his head to*pecommend. The Courite | 
called in, might groceed in his regular prac 
tige : On which her huſband withdrew, ſay- 
ing that, as his \adyion was not to be taken, 
enn oo 


['# 


. . : 
- The Marquis-bath boen much leg com- 
poſed ſince this fron, His fue- 


former, At preſent ho is much is 


Il 
1 
15 
1}! ? 
10 
94 
"4 


- _— ne — 
- — — 
. 
LE — IS * 2 — A — — CTY 
wr —— — 4 — — . —— — — . — oo: 
— — — — - 
- — 


—N—ä⅛.ñꝝ8aÄ —̃ — — 


—— 


_ 8 = 
\ — — A TI<_—_ ————_———_—_—_— 
- 


= 


of ©: 
— mou 


: 2 — — 
— — =. + _—— 0 — at - 
— — — 


— 


2 


— wa > 
a OO, — e — gu- — 
* _ 9 _—_ —_ N 


* " 
—— 


4 
1 


9 ws * 4 - * * 
19 


ä ** Pad * y 1 , . _— a 
1 * * Ep \ - + N N 1 * 8 4 . © a * a * 
. 2 >» * 5 4 5 

= . 0 7 = 1 

* N — . 

© % . 1 
Ii. * Iz top 
my 


A unt R100 


1 
* 
0 FD 
* 
ö 3 
9 SY 
- 
* 


2 


N ces witlot 2907 Wa 7 tax rot 


OA 1 2 Ans: a e 
mar God tis age 2 | 


= 


was but lirele aﬀetted: 
Phyſician aſſures us ole fit will — 
but I am afraid: the poor Marquis“ ſe ſo 78. 
duced, that he will be a long while in wen- 
vering his former health and ſtrength. e 
juſt now called for his valet-de-chanibre; 
with whom he deſired to be left alone. 1 
knew it was to aſk whether Leonora had 
been informed of his danger. He was told 
that Martha came every day to enquire after 
his health. He deſired to ſpeak with her the 
next time ſhe came. rb ſhall know: what he 
(99 $0 her. o egi 
Martha has juſt boon here g the, Mar- 
quis hath ſeen her alone; and, as ſhe in- 
forms me, gave her the following meſſage 
for her miſtreſs. As I cannot write; tell 
Leonora that I have ſufficiently expiated | 
my fault. Tell her it is ſhe alone 
calls me back to life, to which, if 1 re- 
turn beg of her to write to me, one line, 
one ſingle word. — If ſhe would not come 
to ſee. me, let her at leaſt write to mee 
5 This 


— 
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This ſhort. diſcourſe, it ſeems, was inter- 
rupted by frequent and profound fighs. He 
appears to me extremely "thoughtful" ever 
fince. » We ſat by him above half an hour 
before he ſpoke a word. At length he broke 
filence, by aſking his ſiſter; if ſhe. was not 
greatly fatigued ? She would have perſuaded 
him to the contrary, but he inſiſted om her 
taking repoſe. I feel myſelf out of danger, 
me to- night. Vour care of me in the day 
time will now be . ſufficient. She would 


preſſing; and intreated us both to go home. 


ſo that I ſhall not write to you daily, as T 
have done for ſome time paſt; but will in- 
form you occaſionally, of every thing that is 
Intereſting ; and particularly of the progreſs 
of his cure. Adieu, Madam; the acknow- 
ledgments of the amiable Counteſs give me 
ſo much confuſion, that;I 2 nen 
to * "OY of . 
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We ſhall leave him, therefore, this evening, 
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ing, which he read ſeveral times over, and 
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l krrrit Wow i 
a Me. Fen Madan un 
- Paris, March 8. 
HE, Marguia u ener; dMedbn ht 
'S ecly out of „ His yer ba 
Jeks bim thole thine and the Phyſician 
him to be ip the moſt 
| feats; His heart, however, is dy np mnezns 
_ cured. The Gohnteſe fponds whale days 
with him. In the mean time, hs: app 
to me very thoughtful, forrowful, and 1. 
Served. Dam his, mind is ag 
eated by, ſome terrible conflit ; but Þ . 
ble to think I have gueſſed the-exufe; Fob- 
ſerve him, every now and then, look ted. 
faſthy at his Aiſter ; eben ſigh and turn his 
©yes, abaſhed, on the ground; At. other 
times he- fits filent, while his reflections ſcem 
to work ſtrongly on his paſſions ;- the” motion 
of his. lips botraying bis earneſF conte 
with-himſolfi It is with diffieulty- we enn 
awaken him from theſe prof und- wren 
He received a billet from Leonora this morn- 


put under his pillow, He hath fince ſeemed 
Jeſs ſorrowful, but mare abſent than before. 
wes! þy epderine fre 
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Madam; on account- of his health; for my 
part, I am fully aſſured of his recovery, At 
the ſame time; the ſervices 1 have Tad the 
| happineſs to render him in his illneſs, appear 
to have made him a fincerefriend rome, ae , ⸗ 
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ne, Foy 
288 Paris, Mir. 8. 
Wag, «trial, my dear Marquis, of 
N love! No. I could never have 
PR I haye almoſt reproached my- 
ſelf for the moſt virtuous reſolutions. But 
is it poffible for virtue and honour to. cauſe 
remorſe ? How have 1 trembled for your 
life! But Heaven has been pleaſed to reſtore 
it and may every future hour of it be for- 
tunate! Vou cannot be inſenſible of the 
impropriety of my coming to ſee you. Do 
not, therefore, deſire it. Adieu, my dear 
Roſelle. If you but live and are happy, I 
cannot be altogether miſerable. 


. 


Vox. I. | KU MO} 
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n ol TER 1 VI. 2 be 
From Re Moi ts Leonora. 
1 Parit, pages + 


HAV E ben io weak for theſe three days 

* -paſt, that I have not bech able to anſwer 
your letter, Believe me, my dear andlovely 
friend, I ſeize the firſt moment in which 1 
am able to hold my pen, to thank you. 
The terrible proſpett of death hath ſet every 
object before me in its true light. Under 
thoſe dreadful circumſtances my prejudices 
diſappeared, my vanity was annihilated. I 
will ſubject your virtue to no farther trials. 
I ardently wiſh to ſee you; but decorum, it 
is true, requires you ſhould not come to me. 
Adieu] dear idol of my ſoul! thou better 
half of myſelf! Adieu. I am ſtill fo weak 
that I dare not indulge. myſelf longer i in the 
Pre of writing to you. 


20 
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. LETTER LVII. 
From Mr. de Ferval to Madam de Narton. 


Paris, Mar. 15. 
O UR patient, Madam, hath not kept his 
bed for four days paſt: but continues 
Tx f f ] daily 
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| daily te to gather ſtrength. Mr. Valville juſt, 
now ſent / ip his name. the Marquis deſired 
I would prevent his coming up: on which 


not yet well enough to ſee any body. 

did not ſeem to believe me, but received this 
refuſal with a ſmile. I cannot be angry, ſaid. 
he; with a man that is frantic; I ſee his brain 
is actually turned | What monſtrous extra- 
vagance | Pray, continued he, is the Marquis 
ſill in love with that creature? Indeed, Sir, 
I replied, I am not the confident of his 
amours, but I am afraid his paſhon is not. 
abated; which gives me great uneaſineſs. 
It is ſcandalous, faid he, that ſuch a whim 
ſhould laſt ſo long: I abſolutely bluſh for 
his folly. Adieu, Sir, I ſhall wait till this 
idle love-fit is over, and then I ſhall ſee him, 
In the mean time I ſhall not intrude on himy 
indeed a ſick bed-chamber is a kind of pur- 
gatory to me. As he is out of danger, I am 
ſatisfied.— I am apt to think, Madam, that 
this Mr. Valville hath not a very tender 
heart. 

At my return up fairs, I found the Coun- 
teſs alone with her brother; who a | 
much moved, and begged I would excuſe; - 
him for a little while, as he had ſome buſi- 


XK 4242 neſs 
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neſs el importance to communicate 'to his 

I went out. What he was going to 

2 her, I Eno not; but 1 am almoſt 

ud fo bete You will certainly owe * 
— — ara de St. Sever. nee 

: 11 RW 
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Si de Saint- ver to' Modan de 
Tor. —— N 


ef 27% et Ba Para: 26 17 
11 AS! m ay compaſſionate fi friend, what a 
ſcene Ee I got to deſcribe; But 1 
know not if I have the power; my ſpirits 
have been quite exhauſted ; and I am, even. 
at preſent, i in that ſtrong agitation, which uſu- 
ally ſucceeds ſuch violent efforts of the mind, 
T will endeavour, neyertheleſs, to recover 
myſelf, —T ought indeed to fortify myſelf 
ffrongly againſt that. tenderneſs. and com- 
paſhon which I feel for.m unhappy brother. 
de Ferval haying x; $ the Marquis and | 
me together, as he informed you, my bro- 
ther ſeemed much pleaſed; and I ſaw by the 
embarraſſment of his looks, that he had ſore» 
thing particular to communicate. He was 
Tome time before he ventured to break ſilence; 
but the proofs of "oy affection and 1 
gave 


— 
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gave him confidence a at t length to lay 
heart, Moy fea. my nia, 5 N 
7 wing s arms about my neck 
certain, condeſcend to he: x ol I hy to, 
fay ; at leaſt I hope, nay, I entreat it. Tothis 
I replied, by returning his affectionate em- 
brace. I have recovered my health, pu 
nued he; but the cauſe of my . {ly 
removed; it is rooted in my heart 
love. That confeffion oo may ſerve to 4 
count for all my paſt behaviour to you. I 
concealed it from you, becauſe I knew | 
diſcovery. would only ſerve to afflickt you; 
and I was in hopes of getting the better of 
my paſſion. But ſince my unhappy love hath 
brought me to the brink of the grave, and is 
perhaps the only means to preſerve my li 
it is expedient for me to declare the exceſs of 
my paſſion, in order to engage your pity. 
It is needleſs to ſpeak of what I have ſuffered, | 
You may judge of this, my dear ſiſter, 
by the circumſtances in which you wad 
ſeen me, and from which your generous 
care hath delivered me. Compleat the work 
you have begun, permit me to be no longer 


unhappy, and let me fill live for you, . 
For me, brother! I would readil y give the 
half of my life to contribute to the happineſs 


K 3 of 


TY "I Wy 


28 1 
e LETTER LI. 
of yours. Is the perſon you love deſerving | 
of you?'— Yes, liſter, ſhe is honeſt and | 
virtuous. Probity and virtue are the © 7 
diſtinction in minds, Having ſuch ſenti- 
ments they are all upon an equality, and | 
are naturally united. Whether upon the 
flage or upon the throne they merit equal 
homage and reſpect. The humiliating. ſitua- 
tion to which fortune hath condemned Leo- 
nora Leonora! O brother! — Alas! ſiſter, 
her profeſſion is her — not her 
fault, - 

Prepolſeſſed as I was of the affair, I could 
not forbear exclaiming at the mention of 
Leonora. That I might not offend my bro- 
ther, however, I compoſed myſelf as well as 
I could, and told him very coolly, that her 
.Choice alone of ſuch a profeſſion, ſuſiciently 
condemned her. How can a woman be 
thought virtuous, ſaid I, who. voluntarily 
expoſes her name to public ſhame ? Virtue 
ſecludes itſelf within the precincts of honour z 

and we ſee, that even when women have ba- 
niſhed virtue from their hearts, they endea- 
vour to preſerve the appearance of it. No- 
thing but vice can willingly embrace infamy. 
— Hold, ſiſter ; are you acquainted with 
the circumſtances that firſt reduced her to 
| embrace 
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re ee we ought not to 
be too haſty to condemn the unfortunate? 
Their very faults are often nothing more 
than additional involuntary misfortunes, In- 
digence leads them to the firſt aſylum-that 
preſents itſelf; ſo that, if they ſhould che- 
riſh the little virtue they have left, hen 
they perceive what they have ſuffered in the 
public opinion, do they not merit all our 
indulgence and compaſſion? Let us lament, 
let us pity them, my dear fifter, before we 
condemn them. — I am not infenfible; bro- 
ther, that candour is due to the unfortunate; 
but let not your ſenſibility deceive you. Can 
you imagine that if your Leonora had been 
truly virtuous, ſhe could have found no re- 
ſource but in the Opera? Virtue will em- 
brace indigence to avoid ſhame z but hath 
never recourſe to ſhame to avoid indigence. 
Leonora might eafily ſupport herſelf by 
needle-work, in ſervice, or by the charity 2 
well diſpoſed minds. A ſtate of ſervitijde, 
choſen in neceſſity, had rendered her indi- 
gence at leaſt reſpectable; whereas by pre. 
ferring the ſtage, her heart reſigned itſelf at 
once to temptation and vice. Is it poſſible 
for ſuch unhappy women to live merely on 
their "NG as players, without traffickirig 
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with. their charms ? Many of them have n 
other merit than their beauty, and their views 
of fortune are ſolely founded on the inot- 


dinate paſſions they inſpire, But, ſuppoſing 


their intentions ever ſo pure, is it poſſible for 


thoſe who are continually ſubjected ts the 
moſt ſeductive temptations to vice, to remain 
attached to virtue, which preſents to their 
view nothing but auſterity and mortification? 
Should there be any one capable of ſo much 


fortitude, her virtue itſelf would ſoon com. 


pel her to fly from the dangers with _ 


ſhe would be ſurrounded. 


What! ſaid my brother, with the i impa- 
tient air of a man who could contain himſelf 
no longer, is it impoſſible then for an Opera- 
ſinger to be virtuous ? The Town, Madam, 


the Town, who are wicked and unjuft, who 
calumniate theſe women even before their 
conduct hath debaſed them; it is the Town 
— Nay, brother, ſaid I, let us not grow 


warm; that is not the way to reaſon : we 
ſhall ſoon forget that we are brother and fiſ- 
ter, and ſhall wander from the point. Per- 


mit me, then, to tell you, that in general, 
thoſe actreſſes who paſs for virtuous, are 


perhaps only the moſt decent ; that if there 
AIG them ſome who are entitled to a 


Kind 
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| kind of reſpe&; they are fuch while natural 
genius and talents have prompted” them to 
diſtinguiſh themſelves, and have thereby 


tained, with the applavſe of the public, the 


Aattering diſtinction which is annexed to ex- 


traordinary ſucceſs. But it appears to me, 
(I hope without offence to you, brother,) 
that Leonora cannot be ranked either among 


thoſe actreſſes we admire, or thoſe to whoſe 


perſonal character is paid the leaſt regard. 
What is the voice or opinion of the Town 
to me, if I know them to be falſe and un- 
juſt ?. Would you give up an innocent crea- 
ture to the fury of a prejudiced populace, 
excited by miſrepreſentation and calumny ? 
No, I agree. with you, brother, that we 


ought to put little confidence in the preju- 


dices of the public; but we ought to put 
ſi)! leſs in our own paſſions. You are young, 


ingenuous, and honeſt. Theſe artful wo- 


men, uſed to put on all appearances, and 
play various parts, well know how eafily 
hypocriſy can impoſe on ſimplicity, and how 
far the maſk of virtue may ſeduce ſuch an 
heart as yours. There are many perſons 
much more experienced and elear- ſighted than 
you, that have had the misfortune to fall 


into their fatal ſnares. — All — 
. =. 0 oy ; — 3 4d a ſaid 
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aid he; but I haye the moſt undoubted jroaf 
of the virtue of Leonora. I have, found her 
ſo frank, ſo noble, ſo diſintereſted! She | 
Wants only a title and eſtate, to render her 
one of the moſt reipectable of women. Who 
can blame me for rewarding her virtue? 
| + Thoſe only who are w virtue them- 
ſelyes. I will repair the wrongs which for- 
tune hath done to her merit ; I will raiſe her 
to the condition to which ſhe ought to have 
been born; and you will ſee, that the very 
public, who calumniated Leonora, will have 
a proper reſpect for the Wang de 
Roſelle. 

Here he ſtopped, and gave à deep * 
| like a man who had juſt got rid of ſomething 
that lay heavy at his heart. I obſerved him 
ſtedfaſtly, and perceived he was for ſome 
time wholly taken up with this pleaſure, 1 
ſaw that, while he was in this agitation, he 
would neither hear nor underſtand any thing 

I might ſay, to oppoſe his deſign. He had 
introduced it, by a preliminary apology, 
the validity of which it was perhaps needleſs 
to diſpute, as I could have well admitted it 
without weakening thoſe powerful arguments 

I had to produce againſt ſuch a defign itſelf, 
But the oe of my and my indignation 
at 
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at the circumſtances, | me on. After a 
pretty long ſilence, the Marquis, ſeeming to 
recover his attention, looked at me as if he 
waited for my anſwer. 1 had one ready for | 
him. % 
Have you, faid I, temper meh to attend, 
and fortitude enough to hear me? I hogs 
[ have, replied he, I ought and will endea- 
vour it; but, ſiſter, continued he with a 
ſmile, prepoſſeſſion hath its zeal, its infatu- 
ation, as well as paſſion. —As it is your cauſe, 
brother, I am 'to plead, ſome allowance 
ſhould be made for the zeal of a ſiſter ; my 
chief prepoſſeſſion i in this caſe is in behalf of 
you; it is one of the prepoſſeſſions of na- 
ture; it is ſuperior to all others, and attach- 
ed only to my own duty and your real in- 
tereſt. I will even be as tender as poſſible 
of the object of your paſſion, Ah! would 
to heaven! my dear brother! would to 
heaven ! that woman was ſuch as you ima- 
gine ! I would appeal to herſelf, and truſt 
your honour in her hands, If ſhe be really 
virtuous, ſhe will reinſpire you with thoſe 
ſentiments of delicacy and decorum, which 
a blind paſſion only hath made you forget. 
If ſhe hath any principle of honour herſelf, 
ſhe will dread the thought of debaſing you 
| * to 
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| | will never conſent to expoſe you to the dif. 
gut, chagrin, and 1 repentance, which muft 
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enſue. on taking To mortifying a Rep. If 


tion, which ſhe will be ſenſible of only by 


the moſt humiliating circumſtances and re- 


Klections. 


Do not flatter yourſelf, brother, that your 
name is ſufficiently illuſtrious to efface the 


ignominy, attendant on that Leonora, 
without being itſelf tarniſhed by the union. 
You will be more debaſed by her name than 
ſhe will be honoured by yours; and tho? the 
public ſhould pay ſome reſpe& to the Mat- 


chloneſs de Roſelle, do you think it will 
ſpare you? that publick, which you have 
reſpected ſo little? that publick, Which 
knows that your birth impoſes on you the 
duty of behaving with decorum and dignity? 
that publick, which is the jealous avenger 
of honour, of which it is both the lawgiver 


and judge, ſenſible that it ſhould reſide in 


, the breaſts of perſons of your rank, in its 


ytmoſt purity and majeſty; and ready to pu- 


niſh with obloquy all thoſe who venture to 
violate its ſacred laws? You may, doubtleſs, | 
find Pour conduct approved e of, , by ſome vain 


So» + 


i 


the be prudent, ſhe will avoid an eleva- 
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and contemptible indi viduals, who pique 
themſelves on fingularity, and are ever op- 
poſing the moſt reſpectable of public opi- 
nions, in order to be excuſed from obſerving 
that decency and decorum which they ne- 
ceſſarily impoſe ; but ſuch perſons are them- 
ſelves ſo baſe and worthlefs, that their very 
ſuffrage is diſgraceful. You may find ſome 
among 'theſe mean enough to flatter you, 
from motives of intereft ; and others, whim- 
ſical and capricious enough to beſtow diſin- 
tereſted approbation on the follies of others, 
But, put the caſe home to them; aſk chem 
ſeriouſly if they would themſelyes act in the 
ſame manner, or approve of a ſimilar conduct 
in their children or brothers, and you will 
find them change their tone. The utmoſt 
conſolation you are to expect, is the pity of 
ſuſceptible and indulgent minds; that com- 
paſſion which they naturally feel for the 


weak and the unhappy. . 
He ſeemed to liſten to what I ſaid with 


looks of profound attention; when, raiſing 
kis head as I ſtopped, he anſwered, that he 
did not ſeek either his juſtification or hap- 
pineſs in the opinion of others; but in the 


teſtimony of a good conſcience, his love, his 
Leonora—and in a ſenſe of true honour 
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and virtue, Madam, added he, with: ys air. 
of fierceneſs and reſolution. Virtue ſaid I, 


(perceiving myſelf warmed and my ſoul f. 
ſing within me,) henour ! conſcience j bro- 


ther. Do you expect conſolation and repoſe 
in theſe? They will repidach you every day. 
of your life for. your unworthy alliance, 
They will daily repreſent to your reflection 
that violation of decorum, juſtice, reaſon, 


and nature, which will be the conſequence 


of ſuch an hateful ſacrifice of your duty, 
And, indeed, what right have you as 2 citi- 


zen, adorned with prerogatives and honours; 


what right, I ſay, have you to pervert the 
order of ſociety, which, in diſtinguiſhing the 
ſtations of individuals for the good of the 
ſtate, hath in effect engaged that ſuch as ſhe 


places in an honourable rank ſhould be nei-. 
ther ſo mean nor ungrateful as to diſturb 
| the public harmony by their own debaſe- 


ment? The order of ſociety hath annexed 


duties and obligations to rank and diſtincti- 
on; and you would hardly violate its laws, 


becauſe thoſe laws, conſonant with religion 


and virtue, have choſen. to truſt the heart. 


with their obſervance, and have no other 


_ - avengers than public diſgrace and contempt. 
Ey what authority do you, who by birth and- 
rank 


: 
[ . 
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rink are more particularly entruſted with 
that noble depoſit, the preſervation of pub- 


lic order, diſgrace your nation, in depriving | 


it, as far as lies in your power, of that re- 
ſpectable order and decorum of manners 


which have been tranſmitted to you from 
your anceſtors? Why do not you ceaſe to 


be a member of that ſociety, againſt whoſe 


good order you are a declared enemy: not 


only by breaking through it in your own. 


perſon, but by ſetting a bad 'example to 
others. The contagion of this example may 


ſpread itſelf through a multitude of inconſi- 
derate youth, ſeduced by thoſe wretched 


women, who will become more enterprizing 


from Leonora's ſucceſs? How will you an- 
ſwer it to your country, that may juſtly re- 


proach you, as an unworthy and unnatural 
child, flying in the face of an indulgent pa- 
rent? What anſwer can you make, when 
you are reproached for diffuſing a meanneſs 
of ſpirit among others-of the ſame rank, by 
your defection from that exalted ſenſe of 


dignity, which you are bound to. cheriſh ? 


What reply will you make'to the complaints 
of thoſe deſolated or divided families, who 
may juſtly accuſe you of having led the diſ- 
honourable way to their deſtruction? How 

will 
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will you. juſtify yourſelf even to your own 
family, when they aſk you, wherefore you | 
| have tarniſhed their name and honours. by 
fuch debaſement ? That name is not yours, 
unleſs it was yours alone; and the diſhonour 
© you caſt upon it will he injurious: to Af 
ole who bear it, They will have the 
daily mortification of being confounded with 
you and your offspring; and will thus all 
ſhare the puniſhment of your crime. Qur | 
family, formed to avenge every infult that ? 
ſhould be offered it, hath not been hitherto 
diſhonoured; and ſhall it be ſaid that vou, 
my brother, was born to render it conſpi- 
cuouſly infamous, both in yourſelf and in 
your children ? Shall the Marquis of Ros 
ſelle give his children ſuch a mother ag Leo- 
nora?! The moſt inyeterate enemy of our 
houle could not with to give them any other. 
But you owe to your children that, purity of 
blood, which you, Sir, have derived from 
thoſe to whom you are indebted for a beings 
Depend on it, that very blood will cry out 
againſt you, if you mix it with ſuch as is 
vile and corrupted. — You figh at this re- 
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flection; and muſt doubtleſs ſhudder at the 

proſpect of thoſe unhappy children; unhappy 

in their birth, and ever bearing about the in- 
2 | 
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delible marks of proſeription, as the off- 
ſpring of that diſorder which is deftruQtive of 
the very being of ſociety. * They cannot fail 
of being conſtantly mortified with a ſenſe of 
their own indignity. They will find the ca- 
reer to honours and diſtinctions, which lies 
open to other families, ſhut up againſt them 
and their children. They will have daily 
cauſe to lament their birth; and to bluſh at - 
being the offspring of ſuch a mother. The 
public will call them, by way of opprobrium, 
the children of Leonora. They will tranſmit 
the like diſhonour to poſterity ; the mark of 
their diſgrace being already legibly ſtamped 
on the unformed features of their grand-chil- 
dren: And can you refle& upon this, and 
not prefer death to ſuch a marriage; to the 

miſery of being a father on ſuch terms? 
Will your © paſſion, your Leonora, be 
ſufficient to enſure your happineſs? Leonora, 
herſelf, brother, can never be happy. At 
preſent ſhe is every thing with you, becauſe 
ſhe is not in your poſſeſſion, and you are 
infatuated by the deſire of gratifying your 
paſſion. But were ſhe once yours, you would 
by degrees recover from your preſent'intoxi- 
cation, and daily perceive more and more 
wanting to your happineſs. You would per- 

Vol. I. L ceive 
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ceive your former fentiments of honours 
vive; qou would inſenſibly be awakined by 
tha conſcientious voice of nature and probity, 
demandiug'a reſtoration of their — 
prerogatives. Loe alone ãs by no means the 
whole of our nor can alone con- 
ſtitute our happineſs. That paſſion is a mere 
1 810 A violent, and tranſitory ſtate of 
mind. Its ebullitions ſubſide with age; the 
charms, hich now are fo very ſeductive, will 
decay; and the time will come in which un 
will condemn yourfelf more ſeverely than yon 
will be condemned by others, and that hy q 
much the more, as your repentance and re- 
morſe will irritate; you againſt yourſelf. Ven 
will then bluſh for your indiſereet paſſion; | 
you will mourn for a mis fortune chat will be 
irrepatabhle; and will be glad to give up 
the enge een 
mer. 

On what gong 40 — va 
that you ſhall continue always in love, be- 
loved, and happy? Who hath aſſured you of 
this? Is it Leonota ? or is it your own heart? 
Many fond attachments, alas! have . ended 
in deſpair, with ſuch light ſecurities |: + 
All this time the Marquis ſtood ſilent and 
| 3 Conceiving that I had ſtaggered 

0 
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Bis reſolutions; therefore, I: poet thus- 
I ſuppoſe (as you ſee) that Leonora hath all 
the good qualities ſhe affects ; that ſhe fin- 
cerely entertains for you all that love an 
regard to which ſhe doubtleſs pretends : That 
the illuſions of the -earlier part of life are 
never to be diſſipated ; that ſhe will conduct 
herſelf like a woman born in your owhtank, 

and educated among your own family that . 
ſhe will govern your houſe with equal dig- 
nity and prudence ; that ſhe may prove both a 
faithful wife and tender mother; that ſhe may 
inculcate worthy principles and delicate ſen- 
timents in the minds of your. children; that 
ſhe may ſerve them as an example; and give 
them an education ſhe hath not received : I 
ſuppoſe that — And I ſuppoſe - (cried the 
Marquis, - interrupting me with great vehe- 
mence) that a ſiſter, who loves her bro- 
ther, ſhould pity his errors, and not; inſult 
him; I ſuppoſe farther, the Marquis de Ro- 
ſelle is a better judge of what is neceſſary to 
his happineſs than the Counteſs de St. Seyerg 
and that, being free and independent, he is | 
maſter to diſpoſe of himſelf, as he ſhall think 
proper, in ſpite of thoſe who may oppoſe 
him. Having ſaid this, he haſtily turned 
aways and was going to leave the room. I 
L 2 ran 


mals. Ai ' ' 


= 
on 2 r Fon — — : | 
ee ES Do EE 
AN 2 # n 2 ey * * 
* 


ks ET T E R L vil. * | 
tati after him to ſtop his going; my deer 
brother, ſaid II have no ſiſter, "replied 
he, making an effort to diſengage 'hirhifelf 
. From me; which he did. Greatly" agitated, 
zeec Spirit of my Father,“ cried I, * My dear 


Mother! it me in thitz terrible conflict 
At the mention of theſe ſacred names, he 
ttembled and ſtopt; permitting me to lead 
Him back'to a ſopha. Here I ſtood up be- 
fore him, while he leaned back, with bis 
eyes Mut, and in the moſt affecting emo- 


tions. © Hitherfo the warmth of my zeal had 


ſupported my ſpirits, and elevated me aboye 
myſelf; I was inſenſible and ſevere; not 
thinking how much he ſuffered by my dif. 
courſe, but attending only to the effeck it 
had on the reſolution he had hinted. It W. 
not then * buſineſs to pity him, but to 
Warm, and „if poble, to work a change 
on His heart. I thundered out my emon- 
Rrances, and expreſſed t the indignation 1 felt, 
without "mercy. But now tenderneſs and 
{ſenſibility tetook poſſeſſion of my heart, 1 


began to be again alarmed for the health of 
this unhappy brother, and, under this appre- 


henſion, burſt into a flood of tears; bathing ' 


one of his hands, which I trembliogly preſſed 
In wine. On * he opened his eyes, and 


ar | ** 
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gave me 2 lock that tenderly reproached me 
for forgetting his infirm ſituation; andfrong, 
ly ſollicited my compaſſion. - ' Mixing; bis: 
tears with mine, O, ſiſter! ſiſter! ſaid he. 
Alas, my brother! ſaid I, forgive my cru>> 
elty; I am yet your ſiſter. Ves, you are, te- 
plied he, in a faultering voice; forgive me, 
and I am ſtill your brother, We recovered: 
our ſpirits by degrees, and 'Lthought I pet⸗ 
ceived a ray of ſerenity on his countenance; 
when, addreſſing me in 2 pathetic manner, 
and moving tone of voie, capable of affect: 
ing the moſt inſenſible heart, My dear ſiſter, 
ſaid he, I am afraid I have ſaid ſomething to 
you which I ought not; if it be ſo, conti- 
nued he, putting on a ſmile hoth of affection 
and tenderneſs, our tears have effaced its re- 
membrance. You have been witnels of the 
exceſs of my paſſion for (here he pauſed, 
forbearing to mention the name of Leonora.) 
Vou are ſufficiently appriaed of my deſign; 
you have oppoſed it as became you; but you 
argue with a man in love, who cannot be 
perſuaded. I made no anſwer to your re- 
monſtrances; but I felt, notwithſtanding, 
that my heart had ſomething to ſay. I could 
not bring it out, indeed; it probably would 
not have been ſatisfactory ta you; tho it ap- 
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pears to me unanſwerable. Pardon m m 
der ſiſter, but I cannot change my-reſolus 
tem; all that I. can do for you is, not tb put 
N r r r. ſoon as I intend. 
ed. hall think upon every thing you have 

ſaid to me; and give yoy my word of han- 

aut, that 1 ſhall: take no ſtep in this affair, 
without giving you previous informatie 
Are you' ſatisfied ' with this? I"think® it i 
gaining a good deal upon me. You; fiſters 
who are my friend; and wiſh' my bappineſs, 
ſhould, in your turn, do ſomething for yout 
brother. Bo indulgent enough to put your- 
ſelf” in my place; conceive, if poſſible, the 
diſtreſs pr my ſituation, and perhaps, added 
he, e rmintte wurf you will coe | 
my! happineſs. 

The tears food in Mis eyes wings de bet 
done ſpraking; and I replied to what he had 
ſlid in the moſt affectionate manner: I thank -· 
ed him for the promiſe he had made me; and 
we tenderly embraced each other. The Count 
de St. Sever, entering ſoon after, nme 
to this affecting converſation. 

What, my dear friend, have I emi 
What have I to hope? It is ſomething: that 
ve have gained; time: but he is ſo taken, ſo 
| oye. e ng | 
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unleſs we find means either to undeceive him 
with regard to her pretended virtue or take 
more rigorous meaſures, — But theſs would 
be dreadſul; as they would-certainly de fax 
to his health. To loſe his Monur, or WS" 
life | What an alternative! O ſupport me 
giue me, at leaſt, ſome conſolutiot by your = 
advice. My. regard for hint is ſüch, thats if 
he ſhould take the opportunity when my 
heart is entitely devoted to friendſhip, 1 feel 
1 ſhall not be able to refuſe my conſent. 
How ardently do. L wiſh,. that poxerty.and 
obſcurity of hirth were all, the, otyeCtions to 
be made to the object of his paſſion ! I would 


| go, find her, and myſelf give her hand to my 


brother, I reſpect, indeed, the circumſtance 
of birth, becauſe it is an additional motive 
to virtue; but in fa& is is only the gift of 
chance, ofter- uſeleſs-to'ous” happideſs; and 
I am far from deſpiſing thoſo who-have not 
this advantage. Nothing is mean in my 
eyes, but vice. A woman of low birtk 
might well bear the name of my brother; 
were ſhe otherwiſe reſpectable by her virtue, 
I ſhould think her fi honoured by 
the name of her huſband, and would make 
her my friend and companion. My familia- 
"my nn would be a proof of her merit; 
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for 


From "Madam de Narton to Madan, de Sa 


5 Wir advice, what counſel can I bie 


vhoſe paſſion hath blinded his underſtand- 


and when the public ſhould ſee her reſpected 
and ſupported by an honourable family; from 
which her birth ſeemed to have excluded het 
they would not dare to entertain a diſreſpe8 
her, nor. would, they long cenſure her 
brother. But an infa profeſſion | 7A K 
ſcandalous life No, m dear Counteſs, 

ſhould be the baſeſt of women if 1 m— 
conſent to ſuch an union. Adviſe, conſole; 
afſift me; for, indeed, I ſtand in need of ads 
vice, ee and afliſtance, 1 e 31 
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my friend, which her own ſenſibility 
and diſcretion will not readily ſuggeſt? | Your 
own heart, my dear Counteſs, will be, as it 
hitherto hath been, your beſt guide and di- 
rector. But I ſee that your remonſtrances; 
however rational and juſt, will but lightly 
affect the reſolution of your unhappy brother; 


ing. The tenderneſs you diſplayed towards 


him 3 that * ſtroke, which drew tears 


from 
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from my eyes in the peruſal of your letter; 
calling to his remembrance the venera- 


ble idea of his dead parents ; ; this alone pre- 
vailed on him to hear you, and obtained his X 
promiſe of delaying his intended — 
Perſevere, my dear friend; in giving hi 
the ſtrongeſt proofs of your love and fri 
ſhip; let him ſee that you are ready to (e- 
cond, nay, to anticipate, his wiſhes in re- 
gard to what is juſt, reaſonable, and decent; 
but Jet him, at the ſame time, perccive, 
through your tendereſt careſſes, an unalter- 
able firmneſs of reſolution to oppoſe what is 
not ſo, Avoid, as much as poflible, every 
thing that may turn the converſation on this 
fatal ſubject. Let him read in your looks, 
in your whole countenance, that you feel a 
kind of horror at hearing the very name of 
Leonora. Vou cannot ſay more to him than 
you have. already ſaid. To repeat it, will 
ſerve only to weaken the force of its impreſ- 
ſion on his mind; and your altercations may 
not always end ſo tenderly as the laſt; If 
once he ſnould harbour reſentment, all is 
loſt. Adieu, my dear friend, you are ſenſi- 
ble there is no perſon -in the world, Who 
partakes of your ns a much as * | 


elf, 
L E T. 


wont yeſterday, 8 contain or 


that he had done it only for my ſake, to put 


chief being done, my dear, it was«-uſeleſ 


foreſu w what, hath! ſince happened. 
brother hath left 'us Good God: What U 
rage | I ftilb tremblo at the thoughts of i 


(300 of l 15 e ins; 

FOR the br Loves de St, Sever . & 
Ro ket 5 

* 8 Din. L n e 

77 A N; Paris, Ane 


Wine tops —— 
utmoſt dee m eee *. de 


ſaying any thing of his intention, to the heute 
of Leonora; whom he treated with great | 
ſeverity, ending his menaces with that of 
having her confined. In the evening, he told 
me of this raſh adventure; and; ſeeing was * 
greatly diſpleaſed with ſo unadviſed and pẽ· 
cipitate a ſtop, he grew angry; telling me | 


an end to my uneaſineſs; for that he could 
and apprehenſtons, and that the only way to 
cure my brother of his extravagant paſſion 
was to remove the object of it. The mis. 


to remonſtrate; I therefore ſaid little; but! 


8 heard from that creature, of -my 
* $ 
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huſband's menaces, 5 flew into the moſt 
violent paſſion; and, had I not been preſent, 
might have proceeded to the greateſt, extre- 
mities. Mr. de St. Sever was determined to 
tell him all he thought and knew of Leonora; 
but my brother returned him only a look of 


;nkignatigns aill-bapalbed the matter ſo” 
as to.aſk. himvironically, if he was not 
ing the proper preparations for. his marriage? 
At this, the. Marquis interrupted his railing, 
and told him, in the greateſt fury, that he 
had no meaſures to keep with us any longer 
that his reſolution was taken; that he would 
ſet Leonora above out infults, by making her 
his wife; the preparations, added he, ſhall 
not be tedious 3 nor will L be-accountable for 
my conduct to any but myſelf; The tears 
which ſtood in my eyes, and now burſt: forthy 
in abundance, appeared greatly to affect him 
while looking at me with great emotion he 
advanced a ſtep or two towards me; but, 
ſtopping ſhort and turning ſuddenly about, 
he flung out of the room, leaving me in the 
greateſt diſtreſs and affliction. O, my dear 
friend, how ſhall I be able to ent m 
ne ee e 
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Þ Fouts {1 opp Paris, Mar. 27. 
Ire bear b 1 my dear filter, 
of giving you ſo much diſquietude, F. 
know your heart, and am ſenſible you” could 
not give into the infolent project of 
huſband. The effect of your tears may con- 
vince you, that you are dear to me. 1 would 
have given my blood to have ſtopped them, 
and cannot forgive myſelf for cauſing them to 
flow. Had the violence of my temper per- 
mitted me to reflect, you ſhould not hae 

been witneſs of ſo mortifying a ſcene; Tloye 
you, my dear ſiſter,” and am ſenſible both of 
the obligations I owe you, and of what you 
have a right to expect of me. When'the 
heart ſpeaks, duty may be ſilent. ' But where- 
fore ſhould Mr. de St. Sever abuſe that 
tenderneſs which I have for you, and the 
aſcendant which he knows you have over 
me? By what-right? By what authority, 
doth he take upon him thus to inſult me 
"Think not, dear ſiſter, that I ſuffer leſs than 
you; my greateſt affliction is, that I am forced 
«8c to 
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affectionate friend will compaſſionate her un- 
happy brother; but let her not oondemn an 
invincible paſſion.” Believe me, the object of 
it is really virtuous.” Let me ftill poſſeſs a 
place in your affections; forgive thoſe tranſ- 
ports which I deteſt, and ought to have con- 
cealed from you; and entertain not the ſen- 

timents of your huſband. Permit me torenew 
the aſſurances of my tendereſt friendſhip. 


LETTER LXIL 

From Matam de St. Jon the Marquis. 

wer March 27. 
RENXOUNCE the ſight of me! O, my 
© >, brother Is it poſſible? Alas, I ſhall 
never ſurvive your putting ſuch a reſolve in 
execution, No. You, muſt not, will not, 
do it. Let your affection for me, and in me 
for thoſe dear parents we have loſt, excite in 
you all thoſe tender ſentiments you feel for 
both. Is it impoſſible for you to forgive my 
huſband, his zeal to ſerve you? This may be 
too impetuous and miſtaken, but his good- 
will is his only crime. He is ſenſible, my 


dear brother, that he hath no right, no au- 
hey 


pour affairs, in any other light, than aun 
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„ * 
deſires no other; nor intereſts himſelf in 


friend and brother. I long moſt ardentiy o 
ſee you; and, if 1 did not fear to be jmporty- 
nate, would fly to you, vith my huſbatid;-our 
regret, our tears, our affection ſhould efface 
the remembrance of what is paſt, and conmm 
anew the ſincerity of our love and ſriend- 
ſhip. Let me entreat of you then, my dear 4 
brother, not to deprive us of your company, 


—— 


— — 


LETTER LAI, 1 
From tka to Madam de St. Sever, 


"Paris, March 28. 

I, i inipogrble; ny dear ſiſter, to with- 
your affectionate ſollicitations 4 but 

it is . impoſſible for me to conſent do 
ſee . your huſband. He will probably. be 28 
willing alſo to avoid «me. If you would be 
alone this evening Promiſe me this, and 
I will' be with you by ſeven o'elock. 1 fall 
not be able to ſtay above a minute; but it 
will de ſufficient that I ſhall have ſeen you, 
aud renewed the aſſurances or aum "ny 
_— , i 4 


— 


LET: 
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Fame Cane 1 Madan ds Navan. 


Paris, March 290 

AlASImy 4 
ſource ! I had: not totally loſt the friend · 

ſhip of my brother, when, his heattivelent» 
ing, he conſented to re - viſit me, on condition 
that my huſband ſhould not be preſent at aur 
interview. With much difficulty I ob- 
tained, or, at leaſt thought I had obtained, 
the favour. of Mr. de St. Sever's abſence. He 
promiſed to leave me alone, and I gave m 
brother the like aſſurance. The Count 
actually went out; ſoon after which my bro- 
ther arrived, and retumed my ſualutations 
with an air of the tendereſt affection. Aſter 
the firſt effuſtons of our hearts, ho inſiſted on 
my promiſe not to conſine Leonora, or uſe 
any violence towards her; as in ſueh a cafe, 
he ſhould think himſelf diſengaged from the 
promiſe he had made me, not to haſten his 
marriage. I was geing to reply, when Mr. 
de St. Sever unexpected entered the room 
with a look of gaiety mixed with ſeverity. 
My ſurprize could not perſuade my brother 
that I had not combined with my huſband to 
deceive him. One look, which he: gave m 
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| an he roſe up to go out, was ſufficient to cch 


die St. Sever Koppel him, and told him, he 


Aa ac NL TE WO 
_—— mo 


vince me what. paſſed in his mind, | Mr. 


was extremely aſtoniſhed that he ſhould de- 


fire him, on any vecafion, to go out of his ohn 


houſe; that he was not accuſtomed to ſuch 
kind of behaviour; that What he had been 
induced to ſay to him, Was always for 


himſelf into; that his honour obliged him to 
endeavour to ſtop the progreſs of a deſtructiye 


paſſion ; that he would; at all hazarde, pe- 
vent the diſhonour of his family, nor ſuſſet 
his brother-in-law to conclude ſo abominable 
.a marriage: I will certainly ſhut up that | 


creature, ſaid he, and, if it be neceſſary, pre- 
vent even your ſeeing her. Your ſiſter hath 


ſpoilt, you, my good friend; but depend on it 


I will not. All this was uttered with ſo much 
volubility, that it was impoſſible to-anter- 
rupt his harangue, had my brother even 
deigned to reply. This, however, he did not; 
but, with a calm and diſdainful air, turning 
about to me, ſaid, Are theſe yout ptomiſes, 
Madam ? Adieu. - I endeavoured to ſtop 
him, but he threw, me from him with indigs 


nation, and left _ room "tho: hearing 


E 5s 


Fc what 


good; that he would never ceaſe to put him | 
in mind of the ruin he was going to plunge 
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what. 1 Rad to ſay. — —— 
I ſhall certainly ſee; him no morey nay, his 
deteſtable. union with that creature wild pro- 
bably take place immediately. I Will e 
tire you with melancholy -refleſtions; but 
how much am I to be:pitied We have now 
no other means than thoſe of violenge; un- 
happy, . weak reſource! For is not my re- 
ther his own maſter. If his reſolution: be 
actually fixed, we can only prevent lis de- 
ing that immediately, which-he wilt certainly 
do ſometime-hereafter. Au d this, tr I 
know not what right wa have w-deprive any 
member of ſociety of hig liberty ? Am I 
more prudent or powerful than the laws 7 1 
have ſent for Mr. de Ferval, to inform him 
of what has happened. I have no hopes but 
in him; and even in him, alas how weak 
are my preſent hopes 1 was neyer ſo diſ- 
— Allen. ee 


—— 
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een 
4 Paris, April 3, 
Ovx fean, Madam, have never been fo 
great, nor ſo well-founded as at prefenit, 
e 
VI. L 1323 engaged 
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engaged from the promiſe he made the Coun. | 
teſs his ſiſter. The apprehenſions he wa 
under of Leonora's confinement," and per- 
-baps' her own fears of ſuch an event, hau 
not only induced him to conceal her, in the 
houſe of ſome conſinęnt; but toihaſten-his 
marriage, I am informed of the Notary 
who is to ſign the contract this very even- 
ing. Having a watchful Cedar nn 
I have this tddbnt received the kay ap 
axpatind, connining Leonora's letters. Aa- 
dieu, Madam; I fly to this unhappy, delu- 
ded youth, in hopes of timely ſnatching fm 
his eyes that fatal Regt which now co 
vers them. erte - | n 


- 
— 
I 


1 + 24 = , * 4 | 4 = ” _ 
1 * — 


750 LETTER LXVI. 
From the 1 is de Roſelle to Madame 


aint-Sever. 8 
Paris, April 4, one o clack in 


the morning. 
| CAN you daign, Madam, to hohourihe 
| with the name of benches: the vileſt, 
the moſt abandoned of men? One h h 
imbrued his hands in the blood of his friend | 
—of your friend, the excellent "Foy: 


i 


(= 


F 
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But my death only can-expiate ſo deteſtable 
a crime. The Surgeons,. indeed; tell me; 
his wound! is not mortal. I am at preſent at 
his own apartments with him. Haſte, my dear 
ſiſter, to compoſe my agitated mind, and to 
preſerve a friend who hath. ſacriſiced all con- 
cerns hn his own life, to the preſeryation-of 

Good Heaven ! could nothing lefs 


— thi blood of ſuch a friend waſh off the 


horrid ſtains of my execrable paſſion ? not 
leſs deteſtable now than the object which 


inſpired: it; tho nnn ab- | 


hor EL on Hos. 07 1 


e * 


- 9 
* 4 * nth ad 1 


ry Y * — 
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LETTER LXVIL 


1705 


From the Counteſs de Saint - Sever to Madan de 


Narton. 


Paris, "nn * 
OR my dear friend! to what a criſis 
have affairs been brought ! How ſhall I 
inform you ; how inform Madam de Feryal, 
that her deſerving fon bath narrowly eſcaped 
falling a victim to the miſtaken fury of my 
unhappy brother? But, thanks to Heaven 
Providence hath ſayed the life of our amia- 


ble friend, our generous; benefactor; who is 


now out of danger. It is proper I ſhould 
M 2 give 
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e you chis aſſurance before 1 beyin the 


 thockiing relation. I ought to acquaint you 
aud, for the honour,” und in juſtification," 


| Fertval'would have eoneenled them from te, 
and, — 5 knows nothing of ty brother! 
Wem to we. 154 e 


tay actions? Be gone, Sir, immedlately, or — 


— 
4 * 
A. + 
— 


the unfortunate Marquis, that it is from him 
F'have received information of thoſe mori. 
fying | cireuniftances I /m about to "relate, 


10 ds eight Fdock laſt night, NM. 
Ferval ae to the Marquis's houſe;” and, 
notwithſtanding bros buyer 


ders to admit nobody, went in; de Told | 
with a Natary eparing a PBT of mir: ] 


riage for immediate ſignature. The Marg 


fion, as he e it, of our friend; and was 
in a rage when he found his intention 

th prevent Ugrüng the contract. 8 
authority, Sir, ſuid he, in e tone, 
have you entered here, contrary to 7 Uh 
ders ? and what right have you to controul 


1beg, Marquis, faid Ferval, only one qar- 


1 Sball we withdraw into an- 


aftment? When our ſhort cbnver- 


fikibalately 40k fte ie. che indifereet W. 


weed ve vin de at Nat WI | 


5 1 —_— © 


as. you pleaſe;  Yesj yes retarhed 
2 fsb 


draw. I muſt have fatizfaftion for this inſua 


left proceeding. Im very ready to give 
you; Sir; anſwered Fervdl,” in à mild and 


1 E T TEN ER 75 5 


gentle cane 3 pleaſe to peruſe the letters cn · a 


tained- in this packet. No, Sir I. will 
read nociling, I will hear nothing, till Ide 


had ſatisſactiom: follow'me. At this; Le 


nora vas very unkaſy, and would have de- 


tained him: „  faid 


not be delayed. to another 


the to Ferval; if it be ſo important for tlie 

Marquis: to read it, I Will prevail on him 
you may truſt it ſafely in my hands: prays 
Sir, retire : and you, Sir, tao if yow-pleaſes 
ſajd ſhe to the Notary: We will wait the 
iſſue. of this eclaiteiſſement which, M de 


Ferval conceiyes to be ſo neceſſary; and could 
opportunity. Fer- 


W ee on 


which the Marquis ſnatehed it qut of his 


hands, and threw, it into the fire. Feryal 


would have 


burnt: the Notary 


was quick enough to take it out again un- 


bog 


the Marquis prevented him, and took — 
into the garden; where my brother, clapping 


M 3 
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he put by ſeveral paſſes made at him by the 


circumſtance ? — I foreſaw your violence, 


* ä * ” * 
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Marquis, but at length received a thruſt on 

flowed in great abundance, ſoon extinguiſh- 
ed my brothers fury: he endeavoured 90 
raiſe- up his friend, and called in aſſiſtante. 


But what was his aſtoniſhment when he per- 


ceived that the ſword of Ferval, Which laid | 
upon the ground, had ſeveral inches of it 
broken off at the point. What a weapon i 
this ?. Why did you not acquaint me of this 


anſwered Ferval in a feeble tone of voice, 
and took this precaution, my dear Roſelle, 
to _— the misfortune of taking your life, 

My deſign was not to offend, much leſs to 
is you; I came only to prevent, if poſl - 
ble, your ſhame and ruin. It is not yet too 
late; in) ſincerity of my friendſhip, which 
now. is paſt diſpute, that blood which you 
have ſhed, and the life I have ſacrificed to 


you, demand at leaft that you will peruſe the 


contents of this packet. Alas! my dear 
friend, replied my brother, I can at preſent 
think of nothing but your ſafety, A ſurgeon 
now arriving, he dreſſed the wound, and the 
patient was conveyed to my brother's own 


dee. T he _— of the Marquis 
; was 


Fa 
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Vas At this inſtant as terrible as that of his 
friend, whoſe wound was not mortal 3 his 
weakneſs ariſing only from his loſs of blood. 
The ſurgeon, indeed, aſſured him, that he 
would be well again in a week. Aſter the | 
firſt agitation of ſpirits; which this accident 
occaſioned, was over, .Feryal inſiſted again 
that the Marquis ſtiould open and read the 
packet. It contained the letters of Leonora 
to Juliet, a creature of the ſame ſtamp, in 
which the former had diſcloſed to the latter, 
the deſign and circumſtances of her vile in- 
trigue. I have here ſent you copies of them. 
Thunder-ſtruck at the peruſal of theſe infa- 
mous billets, my brother. threw them down 
with horror on the table; taking large ſtrides 
acroſs the room, with rage and fury ſpark- 
ling in his eyes. The fight of his friend, 
who lay on the bed, and offered him his 
hand, made him recollect himſelf. What 
ſhame | cried he, what mortification is this | 
— He fat down immediately to write to 
me; begging I would come to him. On the 
receipt of his note I did ſoz and found him 
in this diſtreſsful ſituation, Ferval would 
have . concealed his own diſtreſs from my 
knowledge. No, no, my friend, ſaid the 
Marquis, let me at leaſt expiate my ſault, by 
M. 4 confeſſing 


| 


— n 


iche only vengeance 


— _ 
4 8 8 . * * 
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ooh f the whole to my ſiſter. Beren 


fully avenged? Þrols up and enbrabed him 
mingling teur with his; but ſpoke not 1 

rd. After about 2' quarter oF an hour | 
cus paſſed away in the filent agitations'd | 


alternate reſentment and tender: eſs; th f 


Aebi od dir, e Prod, ee 
piece of juſtice which I owe to your friend: 
Mip; to my ſiſter's love; and ever t 
to tike ample vengeunde on this infailittis 


7 


worthy of your reſentment. Endeavour, my 
fiend, to forget this unhappy amour; this | 
ought to take of ſo 
a, cher any An 

| mark 


F . 


mark of your anger, will only caſt diſhonour 
on yourſelf, On my part, I preſſed him in 
when, after many ſtruggles with himſelf, he 
determined to write a note to her; a copy 
of which alſo I have ineloſed with the other 
letters. On the receipt of this note, the 
wretched woman left the houſe immediately, 
giving herſelf an ait of inſolence before the 
ſervants, and went home. We left Ferval 
about ſix o'clock in the morning, the Mar- 
quis goinig home with me. Being then a lit- 
tle more tranquil, he began and related a- net 
the circumſtances of this cruel adventure. I 
ſtaid with him till eight, when I went to 
Mr. St. Sever, whom I adviſed of the affair, 
ſo that I doubt not the Marquis will have 
reaſon to be ſliticfied with his future dehavi- 
our. At preſent; my brother is retired to reſt. 
Having juſt ſent to Ferval, I find he is alſo 
as well as cam be expected; we ſhall go and 
fee him again in two hours. Adieu, my 
dear friend, what terrible ſhocks are thefe'! 
and how diſtreſsful muſt they prove to Ma- 
dam de Ferval. Thank Heaven, however, 
which conducts every thing for the beſt, 
ro fear on the part of her 


L E T. 


* tus 1* 


* 5h 


nr E T TER Aae 4 
n Leonora * JUREG' * Na 4 


4 Jt 


. Tar. Le youll 
Why would you, go thus to confine 


-yourſelf- in a gloomy caſtle ? It is burying 
yourſelf alive; it is as bad as the life gf a 
modeſt woman; nay, it is till worſe. Vour 
tyrant, indeed, is rich: now is the time 
therefore to enrich yourſelf; which is all [ 
can ſay to the matter. Bizac is gone to ſpend 
ſome time in the canton you live in. If n 
are permitted to ſee him now and then, [ſhall 
think your ſituation leſs deplorable... As'to 
_ myſelf, my dear Juliet, I have got à new 
lover; the Marquis of Roſelle, an officer in 
the guards. He is not more than twenty 
years of age, is a fine figure, and has a con- 
fiderable fortune. I became firſt acquainted 
with him, by means of one Mr, de Valyille, 

whom you may poſſibly remember; he isa 
fine ſubject, raw, unexperienced, and roman- 
tic. We have now been acquainted about a 
month; during which time he hath made me 
ſeveral magnificent preſents, and hath preſſed 
for nothing in return. He ill attain. his 
happineſs, he 1 by degrees. I take great 


pains, 
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pains, you may be ſure, to-cheriſh this very 
reſpectful paſſion ; and aſſure you that I play 
my part to the life, with dignity, ſentiment, 
delicacy, and all that; and, on my word, it 

is really diverting. Beſides, ſuch a lover may ' 
be the means of making one's fortune. He 
is generous to extremes; and the diſtance; © 
at which I keep him, will long maintain the 
feryour of his paſſion. Nothing can be more 
pleaſant than to obſerve our behaviour; he 
treating me with the deference due to a prin- 
ceſs, and I him with that gracious conde« 
ſcenfion due to her fond admirer. Don't 
conclude from this, however, that he wants 
underſtanding: on the contrary, he hath a 
good deal; but his delicacy and ſuſceptibility 
are greater; and, what adds to all, I am his 
firſt love. You will judge, my dear, what 
a fine hand may be made of a man ſo unex- 

perienced in the arts of intrigue. My old 

keeper, La Roche, knows nothing of the 

matter; but you know how I manage him. 
We need only aſſume at firſt a proper autho- 
rity over theſe animals. Indeed, ſince that 
old hypocrite hath been in fear of his amours 
being diſcovered, he makes a very prudent 
and diſcreet loyer, I have diſmiſſed all my 


other danglers, whoſe attendance could be of 
W no 
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no uſe, and would ferve only: — 
And if you conſidetr, I haye full enough n 
my hands. On the ont fide I have the Ma. 
quis, in whoſe opinion I muſt take cure th 

preſerve for me the proper reſpetſt ; uiid on 
the other,; I have bags moms of L 
Roche. TG receive mah 
thoſe of men 2 "diVerent; w__ 
each: in his own way, and de alternate) 
agreeable to both; to be grave and de,, s 
with one; lively, capricious, and wanten 
with the other. I have certainly enough to 
do. But I doubt not that I ſhall aoquĩit m 
ſelf ſucceſsfully: And fo, my dear . 
adien 


4 4 < Lhe — 1 — — —— . 1 — 
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| Paris, Yar. „ 
vo wid; my dear, what 4 hoftible' 
| fright I have been put into; by that bir- 

| barous De la Roche: it is, however, 90 
matter, as it ſeems to have given wings! a 


® Several Letters, it ſcerns, paſſed between Leonora nd 
Juliet, tat 6 0 | 


15 


turn 
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turn for the better, by having augmented-the 
Marquis puffion. Tou Wilk ay,/doubdeſs, 
that I am an artful creature, "And E mut 
confeſs, my talents were put to the teſt at 
this critical juncture; my addreſs, however, 
hath ſucceeded. /Do you knowialſo, that 
this amour is likely to become a very ſerious 
affair? I would give a good deal that Bizac 
could come to Paris. He would be very uſe- 
ful to me; endeavour, if you can, to ſend 
him. He would play, 125 part of a Rival 
moſt admirably ;. a part that would be neceſ- 
ſary to give an additional whet to the paſſion 
of my young lover; who is, nevertheleſs, 
ſtill more enamoured, if paſſihle, than ever. 
His defires are reſtrained only by his reſpect; 
but I ſee how ſeverely this reſtraint is. felt. 
I ſhall endeavour to compleat my conqueſt, 
by diſplaying a ſpecimen or two of my virtue. 
You will ſmile at this; but I aſſure you, I 
will lead him a fine dance. I have already 
refuſed many of his preſents, and theſe refu- 
ſals have brought additional ones, which I 
would not receive till: they were forced upon 
me. A few pretenſions to generoſity, art- 


fully diſplayed, prudence without ſeverity, 
and ſome fine touches of ſeeming paſhon, 


without. i its weakneſs, will effectually ſubdue 


him, 
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5 him. If Bizac eunnot come, ſay nothing to 
him of the matter. You know that confi- 
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bai From Leonora to Juliet. 
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M. young Marqdis, my dear, hath more 
d 


ifficulties to ſtruggle with than Tima- 
gined.” A religious ſiſter, a title, and family- 
diſtinctions, form terrible obſtacles to my pro- 
je&: Theſe exttaordinary machines, there- 
fore, muſt be artfully put in motion. In- 
cloſed you have the copy of a letter , which 
I would have you tranſcribe exactly and care- 
fully with your own hand. You will chen 
ditect it to me, and ſend it by the poſt, after 
having given me previbus advice of the day 
it will arrive at Paris; in order that I may 
plant my batteries; and lay the train a& 
cordingly. You underſtand what I mean, 
nor need I put an affront on your ſagacity by 
wy farther II of my Is + Adieu. 


* This was the copy of that Jeter which this Mag 
Shnad i in Leonora“ 8 ſerutore. . 
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From 2 Juliet. * 5 


Paris, Fb. 18. 
Tu E \later. my dear, hath produced the 


intended effect; and yet my Marquis 
hath not as yet totally ſurrendered himſelf. 


] haye quitted the Opera. I know I run a 
great riſque in doing of this; but there are 


occaſions on which ſome riſque muſt be run. 
So long as I ſhould remain an actreſs, he 


would never marry. me. — Cannot you come 
hither ? You might be very uſeful to me. It 
would be proper for me to appear at leaſt a 
woman of honeſt parentage ; a relation or ſo, 
living in the country, and acquainted with 
my misfortunes and virtues, coming up to 
take me out of à certain way of life, would 
have a good look with it. You take me, Ju- 
liet. Endeavour, if poſſible, to do me this 
piece of ſervice. You know that the making 


of my fortune will alſo make yours; for 


when I am a woman of quality, you ſhall be 
my beſt friend, my relation, whom [I ſhall 
take care to raiſe into a proper eſteem and 
conſideration, I do aſſure you, that when I 


get rank, I ſhall take upon me all the airs of 


i. Nay, 1 L don't know whether I may not 


become | 
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become a woman of virtue in good earneſt, 
Thoſe that are, would certainly never have 
been fo, had they experienced our 'tempta- 
tions and neceſfities. Virtue depends als, 
_ gether on circumſtances. Les, 1 ſhould c- 
tainly endeavour to be /virtuous, till T grew 
tired of it. Apd you, perhaps, would be 
too. Ha! hal ha! I can but of the 
TAY of fuch a : metamorphoſis, | 


& E TT ER LAKE, Ws 
. Leonora to. Juliet. 
041... 4. SW: Marth i. t. 
175 you cannot get away from your tyran= 
nical lover in leſs than a week, I hope 4 
lot will be decided before your arrival. 1 
have fet all my ſprings to work, have awa- 
kened all the deſires of my young Marquis, 
and even brought him ſo far as to offer a pri- 
vate marriage; which I have refuſed. You 
will think me very daring ; but he muſt give 
me the name and rank of Marchioneſs de 
Roſelle. I will not bate an inch of it. I 
Have but one more card to play, and then this 
fortunate affair will be compleated. — 

I juſt now learn that he is very il. 
| What an Ty accident! 17 be he ſhould 


wore? 


ol 


U n n 195 
happen to dic; I ſhall have dome & very ff 
iſh thing in gultting ine Opern. Al if Re 
recovers, I may pofibly ger little by it, ax tie. 
will of \ courſe de erer "Py Ki Bly, 6 
and I ſhall de deprived of the oppbrtu 
e 
conduct. Tun Maag 10 
cat a hurry; but who could forte flich 
in accidede TW VerPY g in me to re- 
fuſe the ptivate marriage nl | 
would hate g ven me two thirds of his eſtate. 
I have made here u fü hludder, indeed ! 
Heaven grant he may recbyer, and Lo "out 
of the hands of his relation, that Ll 
W Uno eat: 


LET T E R ü LXXIII. _ 
From the Marg to Ln. 
| Paris, April 4. 4 
VILE and deceitful woman ! What 
words can deſeribe the horror I feel at 
the detection of your baſeneſs and villainy! 
Good God! is it pole that I could ee 
be going to ſacrifice my bohour, my fami- 
ly, my very being, to ſuch a monſter. I f 
have read the letters you. wrote to your 
deſpicable confident, Juliet, I ſee now all 
Vol. I. N the 
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| the-ſprings you have! bad in play to impeſt 
on m underſtanding.— What ! When 1 

was in the very agonies of death; when my 
=." unhappy paſſion-bad brought me to the brink 
of the grave l couldſt thou at that time tegret 
only the loſs. of my furtune ? Horrid mon- 
| ſter! begone for ever from my ſight ; Lcan- 
not contain my reſentment: I will revenge 

upon you the wounds of my friend- Wayit 
for thee, thou miſerable wretch, chat Ich 
ſhed his precious blood] You may keep the | 
preſents I have made you, as tokens of your 
own infamy and my. weakneſs ; but of all 
things, be careful to avoid my ſight. I for- 
bid you to make any reply; the fight of your 
hand-writing would even fill me with bor- 
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LETTER LXXIV. 

1 Modan de Saint-Sever to Madem, de 

' Narton. 1 


8 a Paris, April 11. 
hs: de Fav is perfectly recovered, 
his ſtrength increaſing daily, and no- 
thing being left of his wound but a flight 
ſcar, the honourable proof of the nobleſt 
| ſentiments. | 11 is in the heart of my W 
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that this affair will leave a painful and l- 
ing wound. How deſervedly is he to be pi 
tied! To his apptehenſions for poor Feryal, 
ſucceeded the joy of his recovery.” The thix- | 
ture of horror, repentance, and gratitude; 
which agitated” his mind for the two firſt 
days, was leſs terrible, than that dejection 
and gloom of melancholy, into which I fee 
him now plunged. He is always at our 
houſe,” where: Ferval came yeſterday for the 
firſt time. It is not eaſy to conceive what 
pains ouf deſerving friend took to ſuppreſs 
every idea relative to his wound. The civili- 
ties he paid my brother were wricodininonly 
tender. He propoſed numerous projects of 
amuſement, and entertained us with news and 
little intereſting and agreeable topics. Mr. 
de St. Sever came in, and would have talked 
to him of his ſituation and health, at which I 
obſerved Ferval to bluſh extremely. By the 
moſt agreeable addreſs, he prevailed on him 
to change the ſubje& of diſcourſe; © My bto- 
ther ſighed; and could not refrain from ſhed- 
ding tears; going out of the room and re- 
turning ſeveral times. Theſe terrible ſhocks 
really make me apprehenſive for his life;' eſ- 
pecially as his health is as yet not perfectly 
1 It is neceſſary that he ſhould have 
8 ſome 


; £ 2 EN TTT RR LXXVW _ 
| 8 as tu pleaſures it will 
u oats ble of its en-: 
1 Jepra chat Leonera./is/gohe to 
224 ; Of; the town, having 
tales with her all her moveables, with-the 
preſents my brother gw her. Would. te 
Heaven, we, may. hear no mare of her 
The Marquis never enquires after har, nor 
bath even mentiangd her name theſe fur 
days. Adieu, m dear friend. | ' muſh xe+ 
turn to this dear dhject of my concen 
and affection. Hoem Hall wort» | 
dam de Ferval the ſenſe. of the obligation 
am under to her and bers | Be to her the 
r 
mammut * „ins uy {244088 © 


1 Ms, de is val.“ ta 1 fon — van 
14 ein Paris, Ari 10. 

Yo \U are acquainted, my dear ſiſter, with. 
what hath lately paſſed, in conſequence. | 

of which, I am under the moſt terrible em- 
barraſſment. The fycceſs of my endeavours 
hath, . indeed, well recompenſed me for the 
pains I have taken. But you, know not nor 
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eee Jong] win dbBgay ns 
for them, The purehaſhef dum, indeed, 
iy the infolemee and itprudunce 


of Leonora'; for withour that J fh = | 


1er have obrained them having ac ine. 


ſo far as this. On this br I heeded nut 


ths advice my mothet gave ma, ip c of he 


letters 3 my heart alone would have dictated 


the like counſel. Luchilys however; Juliet, 
being pteſſed for matey; applied to Leonord 


from whim the received go\very politexefus = 


tal. Leonora behaved td her [indeed as if 
ſhe had: been altnady the Marchi6neſs. de 


Roſelle. Enraged at this tefuſa}, nd under 
a preſſing neceſſity for money, Juliet liſtened 


—_= —— 


to the inſinuations of Leonora s woman; 
and, in erder hot to be bbliged ts dilpoſe of 
her moveahles, offered me de letter in queſ- 
tion, Three hundred guineas was the price © 
of them, I had . ſum bv yy 4 4 "of 
did not chuſe to apply” to Madam 
"refs for reaſons I need not tell y vou, hw 
neceſſary, therefore, to boxrow them, 
not time to make much choice in the 1 
but addref pie myſelf to La Roche; of who 
intrigue and reſentment you have I 
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in good ſtead; knowing the uſe to which if 
was to be applied, he lent it me without in 
tereſt, But as he is no leſs covetous than xe- 
vengeful, he is very. preſſing for the repay- 
ment. I think I ought not to inform Mr. 
de St. Sever of this circumſtance; nor, in- 
deed, could I take upon myſelf to ſpeak to 
him on the ſubject. Ought I to ſpeak of it 
to my mother? You know what repugnanet 
ſhe expreſſed at my employing ſuch means. 
But could I poflibly do otherwiſe? She muſt 
know of it. — Adviſe me, my dear fiſter, 
| what to do, in order to extricate f from 
this difficulty. You will 12 me oy K 
Fur Adieu. 
Th * — — r 
LETTER LEXVI. + ih 
Prom Miſe de Ferval to her Brother. 
' Frrodl, Avila. 


HE cauſe of your embarraſſment, m 

dear brother, is ſo honourable for you, 
that I cannot forbear partaking of it from 
the bottom of my heart, You have acted the 
part of an hero, and, what affects me ſtill 
more, that of a friend. You ought by no 
means to mention this affair, either to the 


Khan or Counſes. de St. Sever, I am not 
inſen⸗ | 


T2 Mx... 


_ circumſtances to be generous; 


\ 
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inſenfible;' that, on the firſt view gf Ga 
ter, they ought rather to repay this money 
than you: but there are ſoine actions we, 
however juſt, are diſreputable, and fuck L. 
think an application to them would appedr:! 
for you ought not in any caſe to diſpoſt of 
the money of others without their cbnſent. 5 


1 am alſo againſt ſpeaking of it to my m. 


ther. I well know what her heart would” 
readily dictate; but ſhe is by no means in 
The medio- 
crity of her fortune, the experices ſhe is at, 
for you and for her family; which We wein 
tains in a reputable manner, are ſufficient ' 
motives . for--cxconomy,  ;I know perfectly 
well the ſtate of her as T'am fre- 
quently both her book and caſh-keeper, and 
I know ſhe cannot furniſh. you with that mo- 
ney, without putting herſelf to great incon- 
veniences, It would be wrong, therefore; to 
give her any _uneaſineſs about it: but to- 
marrow I wall ſend you,. privately, and by a 
ſafe hand, my diamond ear- rings. They ate 
my own, as my aunt gave them to me on her 
death-bed; ſo that I may diſpoſe of them as 
I pleaſe. I ſhall endeavour to prevent their 
being miſſed ; but if it ſhould ſo happen that 
my mother ſhould W I ſhall 

4 
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tell her to what uſe Ehave put themg UI 
am certain ſhe will not blame me. Return 
mae no, thanks for. thie-.gift 5; 28 I make it 
with the greateſt;pleature, in that the mo- 
Pi * ee of it, is; 
1 1 Indeed, I glety in being 
pour fiſter, I. cannot forbaar obſerving, 
| however, that the meam you ny | 
were a little hazardous, and were ſuch as it 
is very difagreegble to haye recourſe to. Duʒt 
you ſay ĩt was negeſſary; and I can unly la- 
ment that neceſſity. | What a moniſten in 
Vice, that ſometimes. compells even. Virtue 
itſelf to make uſe of her artifices !: Adieu, my 
dear brother, I am very fenſible. of the conſt! 
dence you place in me. The ſollicitude and 
J cannot, however, conceal my 2 | 
ſions on your account from Leonora's re- 
ſontment: minds fa debaſed as dee are o. 
er a Is | 
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b 17d. Ferval 5 ht 


n April 28. 

Wer ls Fs: prudence, * 

dear ſiſter, have you not ſhewn, in 
the ſacrifer vu have made me I received 
the ear-zings- ſafe, and have ſold them. 
But though, I have diſcharge. the debt; 
unealineſs at depriving «yaw ,of them fil, - 
remaing. Lo poſſeſs a fonfibie, — 
ſity of, ſaul, without a fortune, is honout-. 


able; but it is nevertheleſs, afflicting. Ber 


not under any, uneaſineſs. about Leonora i 
revenge is too elevated 2 paſſion for 8! 
mind Ike hers. The Marquis, ho has ta- 
ken a melancholy turn, which much affects - 
me, wrate yeſterday to Valyille. I am ſorry 
as I havg cauſe to think, that, unworthy: as 
Valville is to be the friend af Roſelle, the 
differences which have happened between 
them, and are now compromiſing, will 
unite them more cloſely than ever. I pity 
the unfortunate Marquis; who ſeeks to at- 
tach himſelf to ſome object, in order to fill 
up that vacancy he muſt neceſſarily feel in 
his heart, from the . of Leonora. 
| 1 I em» 
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I embrace you, my ſiſter, my friend; be af. | 
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From * to Valville. 


Poris, 7 27. A 
[LL you then, my dear Valville, 
- abandon me? After ſo great a pu- 
niſhment and humiliation as I have under- 
gone, your diſpleaſure muſt ſurely ſubſide. 
I acknowledge my errors, I abjure them; 
and intreat your pardon, How unhappy am 


I? I now perceive the vile object of my paſ- 


fron, which has been the ſource of fo 4 K 
trouble, was unworthy of it. I deteſt it, 
but my heart ſtill bleeds. Come, my dear 
friend, 3 reſtore to me that ſtrength which 
I have loſt. I have great hopes from your 
aſſiſtance, of which I ſtand in the UE” 
need, 


L E r. 


rw 1 
ns order” 
| er Valville to the YER _ 
| aris,"April 27. 8 


Thought, my dear Manag, that this 
flight of yours would not hold long: I . 
not ſorry for the experiment you have tried: 

It will make you wiſer. . Vou have now a- 
waked from an extravagant dream.. *Forget 
this act of folly as ſoon as poſſible. I will 


I 


come and ſee you this evening; and to- 


morrow I intend to introduce you to a moſt 


charming lady, indeed, whoſe entertainments 


are magnificent, and whoſe houſe is a ſcene 
of pleaſure; I mean, to Madam d' Aſterre. 
But let us hear no more of your romantic 
notions; if theſe are not left off, I will have 
nothing to ſay. Your illneſs has conſidera- 
bly affected me. Adieu; and believe your- 
ſelf more betolden to your good fortune than 
to your 18 
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45 ; From Valvlle to S Marguis. 


Von, 
Paris, April 39. 
ni my w_ Hos you 72 
p from runn e 
9 65 r is che worſt 
rather e the paſſion 11 565 
Terr” carried you to the Marchioneſs 
Alen, who had the beſt of company, 
and, among them, 7 beauties; and you 
enjoyed ſome advantages from the Marchio- 
neſs, which another penſon would with dif- 
ficulty have obtained. Yet you made not 
the leaſt return, not even a lively ſentiment; 
Your behaviour was a cold politeneſs, at- 
tended with an inſenſibility which diſcan», 
certed me in every thing. I had told you, 
that you could never appear under more fa- 
vourable auſpices; The Marchioneſs is an 
amiable woman, and I was myſelf held ſome 
time in ſuſpence between her and Madam de 
Clarival; but for ſome reaſons of convenience 
I decided in favour of the latter, and I pique 
myſelf on conſtancy. I have laid it down as a2 
maxim, that it is the greateſt cruelty to deceive 
a woman. I can unite pleaſure with hon- 


ea ; 


our. a 


: 


LETTER LXXXI. agg 
our. Return then to us, and to yotirſelf, 
and again enter the world. I. will give you 


I might. wiſh to procure f 


wel, Marquis, till to-morrow... 
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brance which will embitter my whole life: 
I have reſolved never more to ſpeak of that 
unhappy, that deteſtable ' paſſion of which I 
have been the victim. I endeavour to avoid 


the thought of it; but this cruel effort re- 


coils back on me with the utmoſt violence: 


"op no longer give way to love. I abhot 


it, 


* 


nan abyſs of vacuity: 8 


other, forbid me, I ſhould be ready to te- 
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it. But how great à conflict do T fuſtain, 
and how happy was I while I continued in 
my error! Forgive this regret for a felicity, 
which, though I thought it real, T find exiſts 
_ no/longer. My hoart, alas | was accuſtomed 
to this charm ; but 1 ſeem now to be loſt in 
11 I venture to open 
my heart to you? Did not hondur, did not 
that ſentiment to which I will ſacrifice every 


ſume my former bonds, and become leſs mi- 


®* ſerable than I am at preſent, — Wretched, 


\ 


vile creature! I will hate her; I will def- 


piſe ber. — But what am I ſaying 


Hatred ! Contempt! — No; anger alone 
diQated theſe expreſſions. — Alas ! Leo- 

Thus. far I had: written this morning 
when my emotion diſabled me from hold- 


ing the pen, which dropped from my band. 


I have ſince been it over, and 
am aſhamed of the inconſiſtency of it. 
However, it manifeſts the — of my 


mind, for which, my dear Valville, I muſt 


at leaſt have your pity. What can be more 
mortifying, than to be obliged to hate and 


deſpiſe that object which we have paſſion- 


ately loved? I could almoſt imagine, that 
fuel 


% 
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ſelf- affection hath imparted freſh errors to 
Love, to wound my ulcerated heart. To 
ſay the truth, my ideas are ſo confuſed, that 
Iknow not how to ſeparate them; and you 
cannot conceive the different emotions 
with which I am diſtracted. Rage, love, 
ſhame, each, in its turn, ſuggeſts ſome 
propoſal, which, after a moment's reflection, 
I bluſh'to think of. 

Do not be er 
ting any diſgraceful action. Honour will do 
more than reaſon, and I ſhould rather chooſe 
to die than ſee Leonora again. For my 
own ſake I am willing to baniſh her 
from my memory. But, notwi 
this, my wounds ſtill bleed; and new 
connections will by no means heal them. 
During the reſt of my life I will bid adieu 
to love, which the cruel experience I have 
had of it has rendered odious' to me: If 
I am once free, the ladies you ſpeak of 
will have little influence. What are thoſe _ 
ſentiments, which you would cheriſn in me 
towards Madam d' Aſterre? I am a man of 
honour, and if ſhe is a woman of virtue, what 
can all your attachments mean? Her mode 
of life is too tumultuous for me. W hat could 


you have intended with reſpect to RO 
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de Clariyal, whoſe-rank and behaviour im- 
1 Ply that ef a woman of charadter, And 
* whole huſband you are intimately acquainted 
with? Permit me, "deat Malville, to decline 
this ne connection. I will return to my 
ſiſter s, I will keep-myſelfat home, and, if 1 
have ſometimes your company, Lihalh be fa 
tisſied. I am ſenſchle Lam acting a. very dull 
charadter in the world, and cannot long ſu- 
ſtain it. Come and fee me to-morrow, if 
you poſſibly can; but I muſt be excuſed 
from viſiting Madam d' Aſterre. 1 a 
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ase ideas, my dear Mar- 

quis, do yqu give way to? They are 
totally void of common ſenſo· It is a pity; bat 
you think differently from every one. Enjoy 
life once more, be happy; be tranquil, and 
ſuffer yourſelf to be amuſed. This is all that 
is required of you. Surely you do not know 
in what manner Madam d Aſterre has diftin- 
guiſhed you, notwithſtanding your reſerve 
and coldneſs. She has aſked me whether 
Ne net fee you _ this evening: 


and 


the lady. If, after an attempt of ſome werks, 
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and from a knowledge” of Ercuniſtdiices, I 
can venture to aſſure you, that It i& in your 
power to make 4 conqueſt. « What gothic 
notions can you Rave to impede your pro- 
oreſs ? There is no doubt that Klada 0. 
ſterre is a woman of Hönsür. But what then? 
that may not prevent Her from Toving a man 
of gallantry ? | ta you' Know riot what is 
meant By h6nour in polite life. & man, who 
is willing to paſs His time agrecably, chöclfes 
from among the oft amiable” women, ofic 
who will ſuit him beft. Beauty, merit, Ang 
wit are not alone ſufficient to decide his 
choice; there muſk Hxewiſe be a concurrence 
of citcumſtances- For inſtance: Suppoſe 
2 huſbatid on whom we may rely with 
fafety ; ſuppoſe, too, that we can make Him 
our friend; that there is nothing difa- 
greeable at home, but, on the contraty, nd 
expences ſpared for procuring pledflites*: 

then all theſe things can be found united, 
our next ſtep muſt be, to ſettle matters with 


we ſhould not find out ttidafiires ſücceed we 
muſt turm our views elfewhete'; bur if our 


affairs are proſperous, we take our atrarige- 


ments accordingly, A woman ought, by alt 
Vol. I. O 2355 | 
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means, to exact of her lover a decency of be- 
| ; Haviour, a ſhew of regard for her huſband, and 

as much conſtancy towards herſelf as polible; 
and if, after all this, the parties ſhould, never- 
theleſs, growtired/of each other, an honourable 
"retreat. ſhould be made, but no open rupture 
muſt ever happen; and at the worſt, ſuppoſing 
a rupture to be unavoidable, care muſt even 
then be taken to manage it as privately, and 
with as little confuſion as circumſtances; 
allow. As this is the duty of a man of gal- 
lantry, ſo that of the woman muſt conſiſt in 
being faithful to her lover as long as they like 
each other ; in not having more than one 
object of affection at the ſame time; in 
preſervin g the faireſt appearances ; in behay- 
ing to her huſband with politeneſs ; in never 
attempting, with rudeneſs, to detach him 
from any favourite connection „ from which 
he cannot without difficulty be diſen- 
gaged ; in avoiding even the knowledge of 
ſuch connections; and, if her huſband. be a 
man who knows ſomething of the world, in 
rendering her own adorers ſi ubſervient to bis 
intereſt. Such is the picture of an amiable 
woman, a woman of addreſs and abilities, 
and one with whom it is worth while to be 
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acquainted. 'You cannot be 6 f i gnorant as 

not to know, that every ching now turns oh 
pleaſure, as the grand pivot of every afaik of 
importance, and which, if it cannot be "at- 
tained,” muſt at leaſt be counterfeited.” Theſe 
are the firſt principles 'of ſociety” in the great 
world. *T' bluſh for. you, , Marquis,” to think 
where yon can have lived, to have picked up 
ſuch intiqlated'r notions as you entertain. Tt 
muſt certainly be i in the country, for 1 cannot 
ſuſpect you have degraded yourſelf ſo much at 
Paris, as to viſit the clubs of mechanics; 
I will not be denied. I muſt this evening, by 
ſome means .or other, get you to Madam 
d'Aſterre s. Rid yourſelf, therefore, of your 
melancholy ideas ; _ * night, n _ 
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From Madam de Saint-Sever to Madam: te 
Marton. 

Paris, April 22. 
As you deſerve, my dear friend, every in- 
ſtance of gratitude on my part, the leaſt 
return I can make, is an attention to inform 
you of every thing. My brother continues 
much'the ſame, and is almoſt conſtantly with 


me; but notwithſtanding the ſatisfaction his 
O 2 {preſence 
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gives me, I find he ſtands in need 
of amuſements and pleaſures, which I — 
nat how to procure him. It was with the 
greateſt difficulty I prevailed on him yeſter 
day to accompany. Mr. de Valville, who came 
ta introduce him to a lady, who keeps the 
moſt agreeable company ; and, though. he 
at laſt conſented. to it, he returned as me- 
 lancholy as he went out. His whole time 
paſſes in ſolitary walks, in diſtracting dreams, 
in ſighs, or in ſilence. His health is far from 
being re-eſtabliſhed, and he has a diſorder at 
his ſtomach, which gives me much uneaſi- 
neſs. What greater tyrants can exiſt than 
our own paſions ? I am, however, my der 
friend, very glad he did not follow. my ad- 
vice in one reſpect, in a marriage with Mil 
de St. Albin. Could you have thought that 
a lady of ſo ſweet a Kipolidon, ſa well edu- 
cated, ſo reſerved, and in whom I thought 
had diſcovered a fund of virtue, ſhould 
ever have given any uneaſineſs to her huſ- 
band; and yet I am told, ſhe is no longer 
the ſame perſon ſhe was; that her ca- 
price and obſtinacy are inſupportable ; and 
that in her family ſhe is an abſolute, tyrant, 
Her firſt proceeding. was, to diſmiſs from the 
i of Baron d Orbe eyery one of the old 

| _ ſervants 


PPP S 3 8 = == © 2 


9 


—— r 4 A 


frain from burſting into the utmoſt rage 


LETTER LA. 19 
ſervants, and in particular a poor valet-de- 
chambre, who had faithfully ſerved both the 
father and ſon for half a century, and who, 
thus turned away with the reſt, is deſtitute 
even of the means of ſubſiſtence; This was 
only her firſt ſtep z ſhe next quarrelled with 
her brother-in-law, and with a female rela- 
tion of her huſband's, who is both aged and 
infirm, had lived in the family for twenty 
years, and who is now obliged to retire to 
a conyent, though ſhe has not a ſuffici- 
ency to find herſelf in common neceſſaries. 
As this Jaſt meaſure was tranſacted during 
the abſence of the Baron, he could not re- 


at his return 4 after which he wrote to the 
poor woman, to excuſe his wife's behaviours 
and to invite her to return; but ſhe has 
ſince told me herſelf, that ſhe would rather 
be reduced to the loweſt degree of indigence, 
than expoſe herſelf any more to her former 
mortifications; and, according to the account 
ſhe gave me of the Baroneſs, nothing can 
exceed her obſtinacy and cruelty. As ſhe 
gives herſelf little trouble about other people, 
the expences are exceſſively increaſed merely 
on her account ; and as ſhe is perpetually 
at variance with all her huſband's friends, 

O 3 the 
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|  +he houſe is one continued ſcene of confuſion 
And diſorder. What moreover is {till worle, 

| becauſe ſhe neither plays nor frequents public 
Places, ſhe imagines herſelf a woman of the 
 ſublimeſt virtue; and becauſe ſhe makes a pa- 
rade of not neglecting a certain form of deyo- 
tions; ſhe thinks all religion centers in her- 
ſelf. © have had ſuch. a deſcription of her 
as made me tremble, and I return thanks to 
Heaven that the execution of my deſigns 
was prevented. As I am now ſenſible how 
much you: were in the right, nothing could 
give me greater pleaſure than to receive a 
ſiſter from your hands. But of this Tn 
noe at prefent yeuture to think. | 61,4 

Adieu, my dear friend, and be aſſured of 
my regard. Let me be remembered, I 
entreat of you, to Madam de Ferval and 
her daughters. I congratulate you on 
the enjoyment of ſuch agreeable company. 
The obligations I owe to that family, ſhall 
never be forgotten. | 
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From Madam de Narton to Madam te Bait 
| | . Sever. | 


Viarennes, Avril 25. 
1 Can eaſily perceive, my dear Counteſs, 
how great muſt be your uneaſineſs at your 
brother's ſituation; It is really pitiable; but 
though his diſorder may be of ſome conti- 
nuance, I have great hopes that he will reco- 
ver at laſt. Avoid laying him under any 
reſtraint: Liberty is now what he moſt 
requires. He is averſe, you tell me, to 
amuſements ;. do not offer any violence to 


him on that head ; they would become more 


diſguſting, and time alone can work an 
alteration. Let him proceed as his inclination 
leads him; the experience he has had will 
ripen his judgment, and prevent future acts 
of folly. I am moſt concerned for his 
health, and could wiſh he was in the coun- 
try, where the moſt natural recreations are 
to be found, and where the air will contri- 
bute greatly to his amendment, | 
I am extremely ſorry for the e 
marriage of the Baron d' Orbe; I pity him 
* more, as I know him who a man of 
Os merit: 
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merit: But I cannot, 4 the ſame time; 
help rejoicing, - - that , Jou have been undecei- 


ved with reſpect to his lady. Indeed I haye 


ever ex pected ſomething of this ſort, from the 
education ſhe receiyed? That diſſimulation 
which ig inculcated into youth, is the ſource 
of every vice; While @ puerile, ſuperficial 
_ devotion, contracts the mind, and renders it 
unkit . fox ſociety. The portrait of this ane 
lady, may ſerye for that of every profeſſod 


devotee ; and the idea of ſelf-ſuperiority which 
they poſſeſs, generally renders their company 


diſagreeable. Indulging ſlander under the 


pretext of charity, pride under that of humi. 


lity ; prodigality to themſelves, avarice to- 


wards others, affectation, bitterneſs, igno- 
rance, ſtubbornneſs, and cruelty; their cha- 


racter may be drawn in a few words. But 


from whence can theſe ill qualities ariſe ? 
Poſſibly from a bad foundation; but were it 
even ſo. good, it would be ſpoilt by ſuch an 


education as Madam d' Orbe has received. 
Of that rational and ſublime piety, which is 
at once the ſource and perfection of every 


virtue, I am very. certain no idea has been 
_ - given her, She hath been taught betimes to 
conceal. her faults, but no pains have been 


taken to eradicate them. Her mind hath 
: Tritt . never 
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never been properly cultivated z but ſuperſtition 
has taken the place of religion, and pride 
that of greatneſs of ſoul. Having never em- 
ployed herſelf in reading, or in any method of 


obtaining knowledge, ſhe hath confined her AN 


attention to muſic, her toilette, and the i 
ties of a convent ; and having likewiſe been f 


A 


told, that, provided ſhe aſſumed an air of re- - . 


ſerve in the preſence of the men, if ſhe kept 
filence, if ſhe always fat upright, and did 
not neglet the decorums of dreſs, ſhe 
would be quite an accompliſhed woman ; ſhe 
therefore took all this upon truſt, and mar- 
ried for no other purpoſe than to become her 
own. miſtreſs, and indulge her revenge for 
the reſtraint ſhe had fo long undergane, Be- 
ſides, as ſhe had fo often heard it repeated, 
that marriage. muſt precede love, ſhe gave 
herſelf very little anxiety to whom. her hand 
ſhould be given; and indeed it was given to 
a man whom ſhe had never ſpoken to, before. 
This is the hiſtory of an education, of which 
I need not tell you the conſequences : It 
were much ta be wiſhed ſuch examples were 
more rare. If you defire your brother to be 
happy, never chooſe for him a wife thus edu- 
cated; ſuch auſtere precepts are not to be 
relied on. He is amiable; find, therefore, 


ſome 
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ſome woman who is amiable alſo. Such a 
character may be found; though I acknowledge 
Fortune ſeems jealous of Nature, and generally 

conſines her favours to thoſe of the leaſt merit 
and feweſt accompliſhments. © May you, for 
the fake of the Marquis, have the happineſs to 
find the advantages both of Nature and For- 
tune united; and, I am certain, he will not 
be found unworthy of them. el 
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Frm Madam de Saint-Sever to Madam wo 
( Narton. en en 
| Paris, Jan. 18. 

WI AT a err deſcription,” my dear: 
have you given of theſe pretended de- 
votegs ; and how contemptible do they ap- 
pear? Mr. d' Orbe, quite incenſed at his wife's 
behaviour, intends to ſend her back to a 
convent, which muſt be the greater mor- 
tiſication to him, as he always thought it was 
impoſſible to find a truly accompliſhed wo- 
man, except in the receſſes of ' a cloiſter. 
But groſsly as he will affront every mother 
who dares to take the care of her children on 
herſelf, I pity his error and his ſincerity. 1 
pity kim the more, as I myſelf was likewiſe 
; deceived 


/ 
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deceived by the ſame petſon. The better 
judgment which good ſenſe and experience 
enabled you to form of her, has at length 
convinced me, that a knowledge of the world 
cannot be obtained without having lived in 
it and ſeen it. This knowledge I am not 
poſſeſſed of, but you. are; and through 
5 as a medium, it may be of ſervjce to 

Mr. de Valville has made a propoſal 
15 my brother, *to ſpend a few days in the 
country, at Madam d' Aſterre's. He at firſt 
declined it; but in conſequence 'of your ad- 
vice with TeſpeR to the air,” I have ſince | pre- 
vailed on him, and he ſet out this morning. 
From this little excurſion, added to your care, 
I have great hopes of his recovery. I muſt 
not+ omit mentioning the affiduities of that 
worthy young gentleman, Mr. Ferval. From 
the "interviews I have had with him, it ap- 
pears that his affection for his mother and 
his ſiſters is the moſt ardent that can be con- 
ceived. It is an elogium to the whole fa- 
mily, who are united to each other in a 
manner as ſingular as it is reſpectable. Adieu, 
my dear friend,” and believe me ſincerely 


yours. RY 
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| Paris, May. 3. 
E X © Us E, my "friend, my. precipitate 
departure; 14 indeed I could not ſtay 

any longer. Can this be called good com- 

pany ? Let me aſſert, that Leonora, and thoſe 
on an equality with her, contemptible as they 
undoubtedly are, are leſs contemptible than | 
thoſe women 1 have been introduced to. The 
former ſtand to public view, and openly pro- 
claim themſelves to be what they are; a mis- 
fortune to thoſe who ſuffer themſelves to be 
| deceived by them, and to me in particular, 
who have been ſo cruelly drawn away. But 
as to your women — I could not have 
thought your heart had been ſo debaſed as to 
offer them your eſteem, What I to conceal 
the baſeneſs of guilt under the pretence of ho- 
nour, without remorſe, without a bluſh; to 
conſider perfidiouſneſs, nay, adultery itſelf, un- 
der the notion of politeneſs; and to have loſt- 
the very idea of Virtue ! Can a character 
more abominable be exiſting in Nature? I 
will confeſs, that curioſity, added to your 
efforts, was the motive which determined me 
to 
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to accompany you to Madam d' Aſterre's, 
where I was deſirous of ſeeing theſe people 
of faſhion. I have ſeen then but, ſo far from 
pleaſing me, they gave me the greateſt dif- 
guſt. I have taken particular notice of you 
when engaged with Madam de Clarival; 
and, if I know myſelf, I can venture to aſ- 
ſure you, that there is no affection either on 
your part or on hers. - The connection which 
you have with her, which you miſtake for 
love, that terrible paſſion which almoſt de- 
prives us of the uſe of our reaſon, and in 
ſome meaſure renders our faults excuſable, is 
nothing more than a complication of yanity 
and diſorder. Theſe arrangements, as you are 
pleaſed to term them, ſuppoſing them not to 
be criminal, are certainly the moſt dull and 
trifling ocupations which can employ the at- 
tention. of a man of gallantry, How ridicu- 
lous is it to make parade of a paſhon which 
you do not feel, and to be ever dancing at- 
tendance on a woman, whom faſhion alone 
can prevail on you to acknowledge, but whom 
in fact you bluſh for. Time thus ſpent, is 
abſolutely worſe than loſt. Madam de Cla- 
rival's vanity is flattered by the conqueſt ſhe 
thinks ſhe has made, and to outward appear- 


ange you are not inconſtant: On the other 
hand, 
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| 2 you find ſome convenieneies — ; 

from your connection with her: But I dleat- - 

bY perceive, that theſe mutual advantages are ; 

reciprocally purchaſed at the dear expence of. 
«tranquillity, Nay, you have yourſelf- told 
me, that though you could not refufe ſuch a 
facrifice if it was demanded, it would be with 
reluctance you could conſent ' ts paſs twb 
days with her alone in a rural retirement. 
Conſider the word”: a Sacrifice, With what 
propriety could you uſe; this expreſſion; if 
you were really in love? Does not Love 
produce the higheſt raptures? And can Love 
ever be found united with indifference and 
faticue ? — What! do you even dread to 
undergo, for two days only, what a Lover 
would never have thought could be purchaſed 
at a price too dear. I muſt tell you again, 

you are not in love. Leave, then, this in- 
trigue; which is not leſs criminal than diſ- 
graceful. You have told me, that Mr. de 
Clarival is your -friend, and that he has 
given proof of his friendſhip. Is this, then, 
the return you make him; thus to betray 
him, deliberately to betray him, and to com- 
mit the moſt cruel injury that can be offered 
him, in ſeducing his wife, whom you do not 
love. You muſt excuſe me, Valville, but 
SRER | I cannot 


E cannot think this behaviour. is conſiſtent 
with the character of an honeſt man. I am 
not going to make a formal declamation 


againſt vice, as I am ſenſible this would be 
of little uſe with reſpe& to. you. Not as a 


preacher, but as an inhabitant of the world, 
I now tell vou, that no, crime is more atro- 
cious than adultery, , which draws after it ſo 
many melancholy conſequences; deceit, per- 
fidy, the ruin of families, and their indelible 
diſgrace. Iwill have nothing more ſaid about 
Madam G. Aſterre, whoſe advances to me were 
really indecent. I acknowledge it was to 
diſengage myſelf from her, that J came away 
this morning before the family was riſen. 
She may think of me what ſhe pleaſes, but I 
ſhall be very indifferent about her opinion. 
I would rather appear ridiculous to her, than 
to be really criminal. I cannot imagine 
how theſe women have it in their power to 
ſeduce ? For the wife of. another man I can 
only conceive reſpect if ſhe is worthy of it, 
and contempt if ſhe is unworthy. Even if 
you take away the idea of the vice, which 
however is not a very eaſy. matter, yet how 
can you poſſibly rely on the fidelity of her 


who is unfaithful to her huſband ? I have 
fallen into great errors, I allow; errors that 


will 
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will occaſion bitter reflexions during m 

whole life: But J have, at the ſame time, . 
eonfolation, that T have nothing wore than 
errors to reproach myſelf with. My heart 
has been led aftray, but it Has not quite been 


corrupted. Let me repeat it; Leonora, the 


infamous Leonora, whom I ought to deteſt, 
whom perhaps I yet love, but of whom ty 
contempt will prevent my danger, Leonora 


now appears leſs culpable. Do not aſk te 
any more to return to Madam d' Aſterre s. 


Ie is impoſſible for me to comply with ybur 
requeſt. Vou may rely on the moſt inviola- 


ble ſecrecy, of which my own intereſt is a 
uy.” 
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From Valville to the ways? | 

Ir. is all over with you, Marquis: I will po- 

ſitively have nothing more to ſay to you, T 


can do no more. Since you have begun ſo 
gravely to preach about morality and goodneſs, I 


muſt give you up. Vet J eannot help thinking, 
it is a pity that ſuch di ſtinguiſned rank, a man 
of fortune, wit, and perſonal accowpliſh- 
ments, ſhould throw himſelf away in this 

| manner · 
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manner. I began to ſuſpect that your ridi- 
culous paſſion, and the ill neſs which follow- 

it, had turned your brain; and the long 
Paſtoral Letter, (for T can gire it no other 
name,) which you ſent me, confirmed my 
opinion. Let me have no more ſuch epiſ- 
tles. Sermons tire me, and therefore I ſeldom 
go to hear them 3 but your tedious letters 
ſurprine me into attention. I am ſorry, 
Marquis, for your ſituation; and the 
excuſe I could make for you to Madam d'Af- 
terre, was an open acknowledgment of it. 
Don't be afraid, I ſhall give you no more in- 
vitations; you have cured me pretty well of 
them. You have cauſed me mortification 
enough, and I have been ſufficiently rallied 
on your account. What think you, then, if 
your letter had been ſhewn ? Adieu. Uſe 
the means for your recovery; let your ideas 
be leſs gloomy ; and accommodate your prin- 
ciples to the mode of the age. This ſhort 
leſſon is worth all you have been preaching 
about. Principles, have I ſaid? What a 
formal expreſſion ] Surely the contagion has 
infected me. Adieu. 


— . 
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From the Mee to Valville. | * 
Love has led me aſtray, and friendihip 
would corrupt me. I ſee, Valville, you 
turn my reflections into ridicule. + Have 1 
aſſerted any thing that Nature hath not im- 
Planted in every heart, in yours as well as 
mine-? Shall the renunciation of an error 
preclude me from returning back to myſelf, 
and from diſcloſing my heart to a friend ? I 
have been guilty of faults; and the conſola- 
tion only remains, that I ſhall be more cau- 
tious for the future. Envy me not in this. 
In proportion as I ſaw my folly, my pleaſure 
Increaſed, when I thought on thoſe principles 
and ſentiments, by which I was preſerved 
from greater exceſſes. With what ſatisfac- 
tion do I now reflect, that in the midſt of 
all my irregularities my heart continued un- 
corrupted, and that integrity and the love of 
virtue are ſtill happily preſerved ? To theſe 
valuable ſentiments am I indebted, that, in 
the greateſt heat of my paſſion, I did not for- 
get the duties I owed to friendſhip, a ſiſter, 
and a family; 1 that I have avoided a 
marriage, 
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marriage, which would have inevitably been 


followed by remorſe and ſhame, To theſe 


ſentiments am I indebted, that, after having 
diſcovered the moſt execrable inſtance of per- 
fidy, I left in Leonora's hands thoſe repeated 
preſents, of which a mean revenge, like that 
of La Roche, might have deprived her. am 
indebted alſo to the ſame ſentiments, that I 
reſiſted the laſt and moſt violent efforts of love, 
at the moment when, though I diſcovered her. 
baſeneſs, I could have ſubmitted to her yoke. 
And from the ſame cauſe hath ariſen, thatjuſt 
averſion which I have to thoſe criminal con- 
nections, which conſtitute your pleaſures. 
When I look back on my former life, the 
actions reſulting from theſe ſentiments are 


the only part of my conduct which I can 


approve, As you have doubtleſs made trial, 
tell me honeſtly, is there not a pleaſing charm 
in good actions? Have you not found, that 
they are attended with their own reward ? 
Have they not given you an inward and 
compleat ſatisfaction, ſuch as may be ex- 
pected from happineſs? Had you ever a ſcru- 
ple before the performance of a good action, 
or the leaſt remorſe after it? No, my friend, 
you had not. Goodneſs is ſtill goodneſs, 


even to the moſt corrupted minds, I have 


oc $3 found, 


ofa 2 e % - oa. 9 a * * n * n "Y 
* * * * * K _ * oy 
7 Y "I , * * » 4 2 
y : 
*, 


212 LETTER LxxXxXvIme 
no other. effect than that of agitating and diſ- 
ordering the ſoul, and that the only reſult of 
"wg pleaſures was giddineſs and intoxita- 
—— on the other. hand, gives a 

tranquillity and ſatisfaction to the foul; 3: and, 

* by Cara tops contented, remders it happy: 
Virtue alone can accompliſh this work. The 
paſſions have but one object, and pleaſures * 
are confined to the moment of: enjoyment: 
But virtue embraces the whole: man ; it ful« 
ls the duty of every ſtation, whether of: a 
eitinen, a'huſband; a father, or ai friend; it 
is of uſe in every cireumſtance of liſe; and 
the more it is praftiſed, the more it is bele« 
ved, Ts it then in paſſions or pleaſures, or is 
& in virtue, that happineſs muſt be foughe? 

- F preſume I have tired yon; read, there- 
fore, no more, It is for myſelf alone I am 
writing, You, and the reſt of the men of 
faſhion, who found your title on a contempt 
of every thing, which, before you were born; 
attracted the veneration of mankind, would 
willingly contribute your . endeavours to an- 
nihilate the idea of principles. Do not, I 
beg, make uſe of ſo ſacred an expreſſion, 
which your lips would profane. But if 


there be in ſociety any duties to fulfil; any 
rights 


LETTER LEXXVHI. ; 
rights to regard, or any rules to follow, fore 
principtey of morality will be found” neceflary, 
IJ am not ſpeaking either of religion or laws, 
a diſcuſſtiom of which would ee ed my abi 
| lities, am too profane for the one, auI 
have not capacity for the ether. I allude 
only to moruls in generak of which every 
man is ſoon; inſtructed! and convinced, if he 
will but take ſome little pains, and give an 
honeſt deciſion. You tell me, with an air 
of aſſurance, almoſt oracular, that we muſt 
accommodate our principles to the mode of 
the age. I do not mean to ſet-up for à cen- 
for before the age of inheritanee; but I will 
venture to ſuy, that our principles are to be 
accommodated to right reaſon and ſound mo- 
rality, which are the fame av every age and 
in every country. On this mam muff be 
formed the man, whether he be conſidered 
as the friend or the protector of Ris — 
creatures. | 

What can de expected from kim, who re- 
gulates the ſyſtem of his conducł by the mode 
of the age? What can be expected, but that 
either he will debaſe himſelf to ffavery im the 
midſt of licenciouſneſs; or that his very ex- 
iſtence ſhall not be his own; that his virtues 
ſhall ariſe only from compact, and his merit 


from 
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- F 
CE 
— 
* 
* . 
1 
. N 
= G * 
ws, * 
88 
4 
* 


Ne 


n.. * n . + Swe 
4 nn, Y | | F 
*\ * 4 l 4 
. = 


7 


of mode. Referring every thing to the vain 
deſire of pleaſing, elated with childiſh pre- 
tenſions and trifling ſucceſſes, and confining 
your whole attention to dreſs and behaviour, 
you are ignorant of every real duty; you have 
no idea of thoſe ſacred ties which extend and 
fortify our exiſtence; and you will ever re- 
main deſtitute of a country, of a friend, of 
a wife, and of poſterity. With ſuch maxims 
as you eſpouſe, a man may become the epicure, 
the coxcomb, or the idol of the day: With 
virtue and morality, he may become the mem- 


ber of ſociety; and, if circumſtances ſhall 


permit, the father of a family. To this 
laſt honour I do not pretend ; but, in order 
to be happy, I will endeayour to pay a regard 
to ſincerity, to honeſty, and to virtue, Mis- 
fortunes have brought my reaſon to matu- 
rity. If age can be ſaid to conſiſt in acquir- 
ing knowledge before the uſual time, and 
daring to make uſe of it, I may be placed on 
an equality with thoſe whoſe age is far ad- 


pyanced. Adieu. 
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From the Counteſs de Saint-Sever to Ms 
KG Nate, : 

Paris, May 8 
V Efterday, my dear friend, my brother 
returned to Paris. I know not his 
reaſon for ſo ſudden a departure; but he is 
far from being more chearful than when he 
left me. On the contrary, he is ſo melan- 
choly and weak, that I am under great un- 
eaſineſs. As it is abſolutely neceſſary to do 
our utmoſt to prevent any ill conſequences 
from his preſent deſponding ſituation, the 
phyſician has adviſed him to go and drink 
the waters either of Plombieres or Bains ®; 
J ſhall give the preference to the laſt men- 
tioned place, becauſe my brother will then 
be in your neighbourhood, and my anxjety 
on his account will be greatly relieved. I 
beg, my dear friend, that you will take the 
trouble of providing him with a convenient 
apartment near the waters, becauſe it is re- 
commended to him to drink them at the ſpring 
head. You will excuſe him from reſiding 
at your ſeat, which is at too great a diſ- 


Bains is in Lorraine, at the diſtance of four leagues 
from Plombieres. 
tance. 
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tion, becauſe he will have ſo many N | 
nis of . uy FE 
oF, ET-TER. xc. * 
From Madam de Narton to Madam de Saint- 
V JV. arenues, day 7. 

A e given me, my dear Counteſs, 
with your brother's intentions of coming to 
Bains. I do not, however, ſec any inconveni- 
an apartment here. It is not above half 4 
league from the Wells ; I drink the waters 
I never found they were leſs efficacious here + 
than at the ſpring. I have, however, complied 
yenietit lodging. Every thing is in readineſs 
for the arrival of the Marquis, whom we will 
are able. This will perhaps be the moſt eſſen- 
tial part of the cure; if he can once recover 
reſt of his illneſs : And to this end, however 
EE | the artificial amuſements of Paris 


tance. Adieu. I envy my brother's kes. | 

N nn — 
Sever. 

yo the greateſt pleaſure, in acquainting me 
ences that would reſult from his accepting 
myſelf ; they are always brought to me, and 
with your requeſt, and have engaged a con- 
endeayour to amuſe in the beſt manner we 
his chearfulneſs, he will ſoon overcome the 
may 
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may have been, our pleaſures, which: are fim- 
ple and natural, may be more ſucceſsful. I 
have great expectations likewiſe from the ſa- 
tisfaction he will receive from the family of 
Madam de Ferval. Reſt, therefore, aſſured, 
that I ſhall neglect nothing, which can poſ- 
ſibly contribute to the W of | 


his n health. 


4 
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From Madam de Saint-Sever to Madam de 
Narton. 


— — 


8 Paris, May 28. 
M Y brother propoſes, my dear friend, to 
ſet out for Bains to-morrow morning. 
It is an equal happineſs to him and to myſelf, 
that he will have ſo good an opportunity of 
receiving aſſiſtance from you. His melan- 
choly ſituation will affect you much; but I 

have greater hopes from thoſe obliging at- 
tentions you will afford him, than from the 
waters. The amiable Mr. de Ferval will 
accompany him. This ineſtimable friend, 
whoſe zeal is ever the ſame, has made all the 
neceſſary preparations for the journey. As 
Vor. I. *** 


ON 5 „ his . it it 
beſt to drink the waters every morning at 
"the ſpring, my 
. eee 
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brother jatreats you will ex- 
with you; but be will 


neyertheleſs have the pleaſure of ſeeing you 
every day, I will not inſult your friendſhip 


7 by recommending my brother to your care; 


whoſe departure, from what cauſe I know 
not, gives me the greateſt ſatisfaction. I en- 
tertain the moſt ſanguine hopes of ſeeing 
him, at his return to Paris, perfectly re-eſta- 
bliſhed in health and tranquillity ; ; at leaſt I 
have the conſolation of reſlecting, that he 


cannot be in better hands, 
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